= ENTERTAINMEN 


‘Pepot Artista,’ 2 other 
RP films, competing 
in Singapore filmfest __. 


Í = WORLD/AI8 


Bush decided to invade 
Iraq before diplomacy 
failed, says report 


= SPORTS / А2! 


Unheralded GMU 
stuns Connecticut, 
enters NCAA Final 4 


и NEWS/A2 


DOJ wants trial 
of 4 US Marines 
moved to Manila 


‘Sari-sari’ store by day, 
condom outlet by night 


By Alex Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DAUIN, NEGROS ORIEN- 
tal—In the daytime, Em- 
та Dinigado's sari-sari 
store sells candies, 
cigarettes, soap and sa- 
chets of shampoo. At 


SARL-SARI АЎ 


` Host of axed radio show 
cries gov't suppression 

By Alcuin Papa 

AHOST OF A RADIO PROGRAM ON DZRJ YES- 
terday claimed the "warm relations" between the 
Jacinto family owners of the station and the fami- 
iy of President Macapagal-Arroyo was the reason 
his show was canceled. 


Bernie Ramos, host of "Buhay Manggagawa,” 
which has been on the air since 1987, also said 
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killed in Sulu explosion 


20 others 
hurt; armed 
suspect held 


By Ed General 

PDI Mindanao Bureau 
and Luige A. del Puerto 
in Manila 


supports 
signature 
campaign 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Jerome Aning JOLO, SULU—THE BLAST 
ripped through the Sulu 
Consumers Cooperative 
store shortly after the lunch 
break at 1:15 p.m. yester- 
day. 

People rushed out of the grocery and 
dry goods store and, moments later, 
when the smoke cleared nine people lay 
dead—mostly store employees. More 
than 20 others were injured, including 
a year-old boy who lost an eye, accord- 
ing to the local Red Cross 

"The injured, some in critical condi- 
tion, were rushed to the Sulu General 
Hospital. 

Senior Supt. Ahirum Ajirim, provin- 
cial police director, said a young man,a. 
had been arrested in connection with 
the bombing, but no details were dis- 
closed. Police in Manila said the man 
had a /45-cal. pistol, an Icom radio and 
a remote control device. 

Ajirim said the blast was so powerful 
it tore down the walls of the town’s 


THE ADMINISTRATION YES- 
terday found an ally in former 
President Fidel Ramos in its 
campaign to collect 5 million 
signatures and push through 
with its plan to rewrite the Con- 
stitution over vehement opposi- 
tion objections. 
Ramos threw his support be- 
hind the signature campaign and 
said that, while the Supreme 
Court could better deal with the 
legal questions, "there is a higher 
court and that's the people them- 
selves.” 
Chair Benjamin Abalos St. of 
the controversy-hounded Com- 
mission on Elections, some of - 
whose officials have been linked. WEARING a mask and wielding а scythe, Crisostomo Cruz. dramatizes a Lenten protest outside the Department of Justice to demand 
to alleged vote-rigging to help justice for viet is of last month's stampede during the “Wowowee” game show anniversary celebration. RENZAMORA 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
win in the 2004 polls, indicated * . . 
еман ABS-CBN opens settlement talks with victims 
to begin verifying the millions of 
signatures that administration 
backers said they had already col- Ву, Armand N.Nocum 


and five others in connection with the 
lected. 


on the criminal charges filed against the 17 


Abalos made the statement af- 
ter two senior officials in the 
‘Comelec’s central office in Manila 
separately confirmed to reporters 
that groups identified with the 
Cha-cha (Charter change) move- 
ment had approached some elec- 
tion officers in provinces and 
towns and offered them money 

RAMOS/AB 


and Margaux C. Ortiz 


LAWYERS FOR ABS-CBN YESTERDAY 
said the television network had initiated 
talks with 900 vietims, including relatives 
of the 71 dead, to settle civil liabilities aris- 
ing from the stampede last month during 
the first anniversary of its popular game 
show “Wowowee.” 

‘An NBI official, Ferdinand Lavin, said the 
criminal case against 12 ABS-CBN officials 


tragedy at the PhilSport Arena in Pasig City 
on Feb. 4 could be dismissed if the vietims 
agreed to an amicable settlement. 

Inmoves showing that ABS-CBN is cover- 
ing all flanks, its lawyers asked the Court of 
Appeals to issue a restraining order against 
the Department of Justice, accusing the 
DOJ of engaging in "institutional bias" in a 
“mad rush” to pin the blame on the TV gi- 
ant. 

During the second preliminary hearing 
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bwoman leads 
PMMA cadets 


By Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SAN NARCISO, ZAMBALES—WOMAN ON 
top. 

For the first time in its 186-year history, the 
‘male-dominated Philippine Merchant Marine 
‘Academy (PMMA) based here has a woman 
cadet for its top graduate. 

Cadet First Class Zulaika Mariano Calibjo, 
23, will lead more than 180 graduates in 
June, as the first woman to top the graduating 
"lass of one of Asia’s oldest maritime institu- 
tions. 

"Being the first woman cadet who will 
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respondents, the lawyers said talks with the 
victims and their relatives had begun on 
Thursday. 

“Our clients have repeatedly said they 
are willing to settle all the claims and give 
justice to alf concerned," said ABS-CBN 
lead counsel Regis Puno, a former justice. 
undersecretary. 

Puno later told reporters that the lawyers 
were set to talk on April 4 with Dante 

ABS.CBN/A4 


biggest store. “Half of the éstablish- 
mentis destroyed,” he said. 

‘The device was believed to have been. 
planted in the baggage counter. 

А 30-year-old woman, who identi- 
fied herself only as Amina, said she 
dove under a parked tricycle when she 
heard the explosion. 

< did not know how I was able to do 
that. All T was thinking of was to stay 

SKILLEDIAG 


GMA nears record of most ex-AFP appointees 


Bunye: She’s 
wielding power 
judiciously 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
yesterday stood pat on the choices she 
made for key government positions in 
the last five years amid criticisms that 
many of her appointees were less than 
qualified for their positions. 

But former Social Welfare Secretary 
Corazon “Dinky” Soliman said the pow- 
er of Ms Arroyo to appoint government 
officials should be limited to stop her 
from using the bureaucracy to pay her 
political debts. 

Soliman said the President was exer- 
cising her power to appoint officials 
even to low-ranking positions to reward 
supporters. 

У know this for a fact because I was 
given an assistant secretary to accom- 
modate people who she believes must 
be accommodated. It is definitely to re- 
pay political debts,” she said, recalling 
her stint at the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development. 

Contrary to charges that Ms Arroyo 
had abused her prerogative to appoint 
government officials, Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said the President was 
wielding her power “judiciously.” 

"President Arroyo has sought to ap- 
point men and women of integrity, 
drive and competence to government 
posts and this is validated by our strong 
gains in good governance, political sta- 
bility and economic growth,” Bunye 
said in a statement, 

Bunye was reacting to yesterday's 

BUNYE A6 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 
(Second of: 


DURING HER FIRST TWO YEARS IN 
office alone, President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо had already ap- 
pointed more than 50 
retired military offi- 
cers to various civilian posts. 

Today, Ms Arroyo is close to breaking 
the record set by the Ramos administra- 
tion (1992-98), which was responsible 
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ee 
TROUBLE BEFORE TAKEOFF 


Officials inspect the damage after the gypsum boat 
International Airport's Terminal 3 collapsed. The facility was scheduled for a 


SPECIAL REPORT 


for naming more than 100 retired and 
active-duty military officers to govern- 
ment posts, including board seats in 
state-owned and -controlled corpora- 
tions. 

During President 
Corazon Aquino's 
term, more than 20 of- 
ficers joined the civilian bureaucracy. 

Nearly 30 ex-military officials did the 
same during the short-lived Estrada ad- 
ministration. 
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rd ceilingat the arrival arca of the controversial Ninoy Aquino 
"soft opening 


Among the current administration's 
latest recruits are Benjamin Defensor, 
former Armed Forces of the Philippines 
chief of staff, who was named antiter- 
rorism czar, and Jose Calimlim, former 
AFP vice chief of staff, who was desig- 
nated chief of the Subic Bay Freeport’s 
antismuggling task force. 

Other exAEP chiefs of staff like 
Diomedio Villanueva, Roy Cimatu, 
Dionisio Santiago, Narciso Abaya and 

GMA NEARS AS 


Iessvuson ņ 


/ оп Friday. (Story on Page A2.) 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: ortho Luzon wil ager ence most cloudy sklas wih 
scared ranshouers, Souther Mindanao wil ave mostly cloudy 
‘hes with stati ranshowers and isolated hundestrms. The 
festo he country wil be party cloudy o at times бошу ss with 
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isolato bre rainshowers or understoms. 
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By Nikko Dizon that we are fully assured of the 

safety not only of the area affect- 
‘THE CEILING HAS CAVEDIN, ШТ. ей by the collapse but of the en- 
erally, on the Ninoy Aquino Inter. бте terminal,” said Alfonso Cusi, 
national Airports brand new Ter- Manila International Airport Au- 
minal 3 even before the concourse thority (Miaa) general manager, 
could see off its first passengers. in a statement. 

Yesterday, the gypsum board But even before the collapse, 
ceiling at the arrival area of the Malacafiang had decided to 
mothballed terminal collapsed, postpone the formal opening of 
prompting yet again another de- the terminal for up to another 
lay in the airports opening, al- nine months due to the govern- 
beit a “soft” one, which had Беед ments failure to settle the com- 
scheduled for March 31 pensation issue with the devel- 

"As of now, we are calling off opers of the facility. 
any trial runs scheduled at the Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, 
end ofthe month until such time іп a statement issued shortly be- 


fore the ceiling collapsed, said 
“The government assures the peo- 
ple, especially our OFWs (overseas 
Pilipino workers) that Naia Termi- 
nal 3 will be open within 
toservice heir needs: 

The Supreme Court had denied 
“with finality" the second motion 
filed by the government seeking 
reconsideration of a lower court 
ruling ordering it to pay the devel- 
oper of the airport terminal, the 
Philippine International Air Termi- 
nals Co. (Piatco) consortium, РЗ 
billion in compensation. 

The government has said it 
will pay the amount but only af- 


Naia 3 ceiling collapses, stops Friday test flights 


ter the cases filed by the German 
member of the consortium, Fra- 
port AG, and Piatco before inter- 
national courts had been settled. 

‘Oscar Paras, Miaa senior assis- 
tant general manager, said two 
Cebu Pacific flights to Hong 
Kong and back were supposed to 
have flown out of Naia 3 on 
March 31 ina test run. 

"We were meeting with Cebu 
Pacific when we got the report 
that the ceiling collapsed,” Paras 
told reporters at the accident site. 

Paras said the incident hap- 
pened at around 9 am., but 
Cusi’s statement indicated it oc- 


curred about an hour later. 

‘An area of 80 to 100 square me- 
ters of the ceiling and several steel 
beams collapsed at the Northwest. 
arrival area of the terminal 

The gaping cavity exposed the 
air conditioning ducts, lighting 
fixtures and more twisted beams. 

Noone was reported hurt. 

“We have asked Takenaka to 
explain the circumstances be- 
hind the collapse. We are also 
conducting our own indepen- 
dent investigation of the inci- 
dent,” Cusi said, 

Takenaka Corp. is the 
Japanese construction company 


that built the airport facility for 
its original owner Piatco. 

Paras said Miaa's own consul- 
tants for he airport terminal had 
heard “vibrating sounds during 
(an earlier] inspection of the ter- 
minal at the area where the ceil- 
ing collapsed” when the air con- 
ditioning system was turned on. 

Paras said lawyers from the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General were set 
to visit the accident site yesterday 
afternoon to assess the damage. 

"ffs up to them to find out 
what defenses they can raise be- 
cause of the incident," Paras said. 

With Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Cops told to lay off STL project 


Napolcom issues 
guidelines for police 


By Tarra V. Quismundo Hagedorn still in, 


INA BALANCING АСТ, Malacañang clarifies 
the National Police ANTI-JUETENG CZAR MAYOR ED- 
issi ward Hagedorn of Puerto Princesa 
Commission  (Napol- iatera, the governments top 
com) has laid down maninits campaign to "and кі" 
ideli jueteng, the едг! numbers game, 
guidelines for lawmen throug Smal Town Loter (570) 
to follow to ensure the This clarification was made yester- 


: day by Presidential Chief of Staff 
lawful operation of the ise Defensor, who carer said 


Small Town Lottery tip yor ш инле 
-me the STL program, 
(STL) at the same time Defensor said that initially the 
that they continue to Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Of- 
in Seide fice (PCSO) had been tasked with 
pursue the nationwide implementing STL. 


campaign against ille- “Butwerequested him (Hagedorn) 
Я to continue to implement anti- 
gal gambling. jueteng operations, in particular, the 
in the wake of Sundays raids ол STLasa paral (efor) to compete 
eu eek osse Cy me With and kl jueteng,” Defensor said 
Napolcom yesterday issued Resolu- 1а phone Interview. 
tena ie cating ЖОТЕЛ 
afte Plppine Macon шш. eatheantuten campaign 
s Christine 0. Avendaño 
rules for making arrests during the 
legal lottery’s expected full-blown 
implementation. antidote to “jueteng,” the illegal 
The number one guideline: "The numbers game the government 
PNP will not arrest anybody engaged has long been trying to eradicate. 
in any activity within the scope of the Тһе Department of Interior and 
‘STL project of the PCSO.” Local Government had earlier 
Arrests may only be made after asked the PCSO to defer the STL 
the verification of complaints until its legality had been clarified, 
against unauthorized STL opera- Ыш this was denied because the PC- 
tions from the PCSO or any of its SO had “contractual obligations" 
agents, mayors, religious groups and had secured a favorable legal 
ornongovernment organizations. opinion from the government cor- 
The police may also take into porate counsel, Puno said. 
custody persons found to be vio- Hence, Puno said, the Napolcom 
Tating the anti-illegal gambling decided to issue the guidelines for 
law, as they had long been man- the PNP in the latter's capacity as 
dated to do. the enforcer of laws. At the same 
"The basic problem is our po- time, he clarified that the DILG and 
lice officers have been instructed Napolcom had nothing to do with 
to conduct an all-out anti-illegal "the administration, origination 
gambling campaign... This has and management of STL.” 
caused a problem because when “Weare telling the PCSO that it is 
we implement this policy, we principally their obligation to let us 
need to be certain the activity know when an illegal act is being 
that is going on is legal,” said In- committed, because now there is 
terior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, this very difficult to understand 
who isalsothe Napolcom chair. gray area and an exercise that looks 
“Now in the past weeks, since the like jueteng when in fact it is a test 
‘coming in of STL, some of our po- drive for the STL,” Puno said. 
lice officers (have been] a little con- Не said the PCSO had submit- 
fused... The PCSO will have to tell ted its initial list of authorized op- 
us who are involved in their activity erators, as well as the illegitimate 
and who are not,” Puno said. ones, but added that the agency 
А project of the Philippine must continue to provide the PNP 
Charity Sweepstakes Office (PC- with fresh information on the ex- 
SO), the STL was conceived азап tent of STL operations. 


MINERS’ SAFETY 

A worker hammers gold ore inside a mine in Itogon, Benguet, 
Sunday. The government was urged yesterday to improve safety 
measures for 126,000 miners working for local and foreign 
mining firms in the country. L 
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Malacañang Monday. 
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SUBIC RAPE CASE 


DOJ wants trial of 4 US Marines 
moved from Olongapo to Manila 


By Armand М. Nocum and 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
wants the trial of four US Marines 
accused of raping a 22-year-old 
Filipino woman in Subic trans- 
ferred from Olongapo City to 
Manila following the withdrawal 
of an Olongapo City judge from 
the case. 

In a memorandum-request to 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Artemio Panganiban, Gonzalez 
said he deemed the transfer nec- 
essary because the two judges left 
in Olongapo could not take the 
case for various reasons. 


‘The complainant also plans to 
petition the high court today fora 
transfer, but this time to Quezon 
Ci 

In asking for the change of 
venue, the woman's lead private 
lawyer, Evalyn Ursua, argued that 
all three remaining judges in 
Olongapo City were "not quali- 
fied." 

A new judge was needed after 
Judge Renato Dilag opted to be 
taken out of the case last Friday 
immediately after ће woman's 
lawyer filed a petition seeking his 
inhibition due to conflict of inter- 
est. 

Dilag's son was an associate of 
the law firm defending one of the 


servicemen, Staff Sgt. Chad Brian 
Carpentier. 

The lawyer said Executive 
Judge Avelino Lazo was set to re- 
tire in December, a fact also cited 
by Gonzalez in his memo. 

"Considering that the Visiting 
Forces Agreement provides that 
the judicial proceedings have to 
be completed in a period of one- 
year, it would be dangerous to 
start the trial of this case and lat- 
er, suspend it in the middle of the 
trial with the retirement of Judge 
lazo, Gonzalez told Pangani- 
ban. 

The womams lawyer also 
pointed out that one of the three. 
Temaining judges, Judge 


Eliodoro Ubiadas, had been sus- 
pended. 

‘She also said that Judge Ramon 
Caguiao had a relativelowyer 
working for the Sycip law firm, 
which is defending Lance Cpl. Kei- 
th Silkwood, another accused. 

The other Marines charged 
with rape were US Marines 
L/Cpls. Daniel Smith and Do- 
minic Duplantis. 

Gonzalez disclosed that he per- 
sonally handed his memo to Pan- 
ganiban in a meeting of the Judi- 
cial and Bar Council yesterday. 

He said Panganiban assured him 
that the magistrates would give pri- 
rity to the petition and take it up in 
today's en banc session, 


12 police commandos cleared of coup rap 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE POLICE YESTERDAY CLEARED 
a dozen officers of any involvement in. 
last montis attempt to unseat Presi- 
dent Macapagal Arroyo. 

The twelve were apart from 
the four officers of the elite Spe- 
cial Action Force who were impli- 
cated in the attempted coup on 
Feb. 24. 

“They were invited to shed 
light on reports that they were be- 
ing recruited (for destabiliza- 
tion). We verified. They were 
cleared,” said Director Marcelo 
Ele, chief of the Directorate for 
Investigation and Detective Man- 
agement. 

The SAF is the most skilled 
combat group under the Philip- 
pine National Police, 

Last week, the DIDM formal- 


ly charged the group's former 
chief with “misconduct.” Three 
of his subordinates were 
charged with “grave miscon- 
duct. 

‘The four were Chief Supt 
Marcelino Franco Jr. (ret.), Se- 
nior Supt. Benjamin Magalong, 
Chief Insp. Eric Dilag and Insp. 
Ryan Paloma, 

Franco was SAF chief until he 
was relieved following the dis- 
covery of his plan to withdraw 
support from President Arroyo 
on Feb, 24. He retired from the 
service on March 8 on reaching 
the mandatory retirement age of 
56. His retirement does not pre- 
clude the filing of charges 
against him. 

"The 12 officers cleared includ- 
ed colonels, majors and captains. 
None were from the SAF while a 


few were from a police support 
unit based in Camp Crame, Ele 
said. 

“The reports we received said 
they were being recruited (for 
destabilization),” said Ele. "They 
said they were not being recruit- 
ed. We verified this and cleared 
them." 

Last week, the DIDM trans- 
mitted the precharge docu- 
ments against the four SAT offi- 
cers to Chief Supt. Ireneo Man- 
aois, who was assigned by PNP 
Director General — Arturo 
Lomibao to hear the cases 
against them. 

Manaois, a member of Philip- 
pine Military Academy Class 77, 
is executive officer of the Direc- 
torate for Police Community Re- 
Tations. 

"He is an officer known for his 


good service reputation,” Ele 
said. 

Franco, Magalong, Dilag 
and Paloma have been under 
“restrictive custody” since late 
February, when Malacañang 
said it faced a leftist-rightist 
conspiracy aimed at ousting 
Ms Arroyo. 

This means they cannot leave 
the camp without escorts. 

Ele, however, had earlier ad- 
mitted the police's case against 
the four officers was "a little 
weak.” 

“We have found probable 
cause, based on reports, on 
the preponderance of reports 
{of their involvement),” Ele 
had said. "But we have no 
sworn statements (against 
them). The case is a little 
weak." 
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Cop exec 


sues Ping 
for libel 


А. del Puerto. 


By Lui chief of the Criminal Investiga- 
and Philip C. Tubeza 


tion and Detection Group-Na- 
tional Capital Region, filed the 
case in the Mandaluyong City 
Prosecutors Office yesterday af- 
ternoon. 

Dolina said Lacson's accusa- 
tions had affected his family, es- 
pecially his children. 

“also have to protect not only 


THE POLICE OFFICIAL ACCUSED 
of manufacturing the passport of 
former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano has filed a P2- 
million libel case against his ac- 
cuser, Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

Senior Supt. Asher Dolina, 


Dolina sued Lacson for P1 mil- 
lion in moral damages and anoth- 
er P1 million in exemplary dam- 
ages and attorney's fees. 

He said he filed two counts of 


myself, but also the (police) insti- 
tution ‘against. what Lacson said. 
(He said) that Thad connived with 
the fixers at the (Department of 
Foreign Affairs) and that I knew 
(the fixers) because Iwas aformer libel because Lacson had accused 
police chief of Pasay City” him of manufacturing Garcil- 

Dolina, who is a lawyer, had lano's passport at least 
headed the Pasay City police in  twice—once in December 2005 
1998. and then again just recently after 
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the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
said Garcillano's passport did not 
conform to standards. 
Yesterday, Lacson: 

witness who could prove his 
claim that Dolina was the one 
who "delivered" the tampered 
passport to Garcillano before ће 
ex-poll official appeared іп 
Congress in December. 


CELEBRATING 


‘AON 
nurus 


Congratulations 


Australia, Ronaldo Мапауго 
Belgium, Ana Prissie Mangahas 
Brazil, Eugene Sandejas 

China, Lilia McDougall 

Greece, Nicole Zapanta 


Bon voyage, 71 Destinations Promo Winners. 


HSBC «X» 


The world's local bank 


to the HSBC's 77 Destinations Promo Winners. 
Ten Filipinos are flying for free to 10 of the 77 destinations where HSBC is present. 


Netherlands, Rene Novisteros 
‘Switzerland, Lorraine Lim 


шамбы, 


italy, Ma. Socorro Fiel 
Japan, Herminio Alday 


USA, Nina del Mundo 
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Experience 
Deep Cleansing | 


Thorough cleansing is essential for beautiful skin. But 
you can't achieve that with daily washing. You need a 
professional, intensive facial that fights dirt, bacteria 
and skin impurities before they cause further problems 
and leave ugly, lasting marks on your face. Facial Care 
Centre's exclusive Deep Anti-Bacterial Facial unclogs 
pores, removes blackheads and whiteheads and prevents 
inflammation of pimples while reducing breakouts. 


For more than just surface-clean skin, book a FREE 
CONSULTATION for the Deep Anti-Bacterial Facial. 


2 Deep Anti-Bacterial Facials 
upon enrollment from 
March 27-31, 2006 only. 


a Tn Ped cem Loto 


FREE 


CALL 892 -SIKIN (7546) 
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ABS-CBN opens settlement talks with victims of stampede 


Frompage Al 


Jimenez of the Volun- 
teers Against Crime 


An URGENT APPEAL to our Economic Managers, Taco, “ie e 


helping the victims. 


Congress, the Business Sector, and our People A 


Puno replied that this 

would depend òn the 

Ё E 3 outcome of the dis- 
April 17 is the deadline for the filing of income tax returns cussions. 


and payment of taxes. Unseemly haste 


Ч тиб и we s ^ In its 46-page suit 

Tres who rigent ey eee BS NSPE S eos eR dt Жир 
PAY VERY LITTLE OF WHAT THEY SHOULD. The result is-unfairness and inequity. ee, (екы 

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED: eee 
1. For the business community to set the example by: paying the correct taxes. * d ины Sec- 
2. For both the Business Sector & Government to work together to EXPAND the tax base. It should Бер EEE, 


NOT be the honest taxpayer alone that should carry the burden of paying taxes. тунес 


“proceeded with un- 
3. For CONGRESS to AMEND Section 110 (B) of the E-VAT Law which diminishes the competitiveness dase soled he 
of our local manufacturers who have high imported and raw material and parts content. > + хавои dh their 

t mad rush to set up a 


Under Section 110(B) of the EVAT Law, when the Output Tax paid exceeds 101%, ре нчи ees 


ed у 
ONLY 70% of the Output Tax сап be claimed as input tax by business. This is unfair to business tion.” E 
and therefore Section 110 (B) must be amended. ; E "The makeshift 

i , 5 ^ 1 | Soe of the 

On the other hand, retail and distribution outlets, whose profit margin is less than one (1) percent of тота 
their sales, may be forced to close their stores. one i al- 

L ready been predeter- 

OTHER CONCERNS OF THE BUSINESS SECTOR: Pays ааа 

1. Corporate Income Tax increase from 32% to 35% i finding аса 


This is an additional tax burden to business. With 35% tax; the Philippines has one of the highest ое ааа 
tax rates in the world, making the country less competitive in attracting investments. nal complaint against 


. The 5-year Amortization of Input Tax on Capital Equipment fe paced E 
Section 110 (A) (2) states that the input VAT paid on capital equipment must be amortized monthly аве sud 
over a five-year period. This is an added burden to businesses who import capital equipment but any chance of being 
are NOT granted tax exemption from payment of duties & VAT. see s p 

DETERMINED EFFORT BY ALL TO FIGHT GRAFT m a mid Че DOS 


The Business Sector and Our People must support the Economic Managers headed by DOF Secretary Ta ei Чы 


Gary Teves for them not to waver in their commitment to stop graft and corruption at both the BIR and of its authority and 


i ir i i ji hi dis- 

Customs and improve their image of the past 60 years of being the most corrupt agencies. panied Ilt fum. 

Accordingly: conducting a prelimi- 
nary investigation." 

+ The drive to go after and prosecute tax evaders and smugglers under the RATE (Run After Tax э 
Evaders) and RATS (Run After The Smugglers) must be pursued thru a visible radio, print & TV work officials Ma. 
campaign by the DOF as we approach the April 17 TAX Deadline for Filing Income Tax returns. Rosario Santos Con- 

cio, Ma. Socorro V. Vi- 
The Bureau of Customs and the BIR must be fully automated using the latest technology. Only 40% бию Мии А 


б " 3. iden, Cipriano Lus- 
of their transactions are computerized. The rest are done manually. aS pope: 


Harold James Nieva, 


We commend, Hon. Herminio Teves, Vice-Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee Norbert — Vidanes, 


& Sub-committee Chair of the Oversight committee where COPW was invited as reactor Bonoan 


to ALL the consultations held at the BIR Office with 12 major industry groupings. Owen Ercia. 
Congressman Teves published his findings in the Philippine Star on February 20, 2006. due Miei 
о Dacera agreed to 


WE have more than ENOUGH LAWS. defer the proceed- 


P Ps for 10 days, until 
The challenge is how to properly implement these laws * Abril 6, afer ABS- 


down to the lowest levels of the bureaucracy nationwide. CBN lawyers had for- 
mally informed the 


WE SEEK THESE REFORMS: Bie Court of Appeals 

Implement ASAP, E.O. 482 requiring a single window for cargo clearance so that a document al use 

filed in other ASEAN countries should be the same document to be used here for customs ecutive officer, said 

valuation purposes. N S ER аа 
el 

Link the DOF, SEC, LTO, Customs and the BIR in order to validate import duties & VAT paid, affected if the re- 


spondents could con- 
and to plug other loopholes. нозим аж 


Implement BSP Circular No. 472. This mandates banks to require two documents - the Income ee 


Tax Return filed with the BIR, and the Financial Statement filed with the SEC, which isa .. "Based on the reac- 
public document - as a condition for loan approval. ки of n, foe 
who attene re- 

Local governments and the national government need to coordinate and cooperate with each are etines 
other to computerize a common database of taxpayers' transfer certificates of title (TCTs) for шы 
greater transparency and more efficient revenue collection. they are hoping that 
{ z 3 А the X official 

Accelerate the setting of standards for tax compliance per industry. This can be done by Woo alic 6 
benchmarking 200 taxpayers from each industry based оп their gross sales, net VAT, income garding a possibleam- 
tax paid, and profit margin. Revenue Memorandum Order 4-2006 provides guidelines to effect ви еее us 
standardization. pe iere 
- All CPAs must be accredited. Rules covering their practice must be established nationwide. euge er 
clapped when Puno 

MEANWHILE, the COPW and the Office of the President are ONE jn lowering the prices of basic commodities brought up the bat 
for our people in the depressed areas and the low middle class with her program to lower the prices Bley of Oa no 


4 ^ É; " ert 1 p ^ int settle- 
of sugar, rice, cooking oil, generic medicine, LPG and increasing the number of rolling stores by 50%. т 


: i A є an a 3 “Because most of 
The effective collection of taxes and duties combined with responsible government spending the Ps 
will fast-track the government's economic reform programs, especially those marginalized, they 

that will help improve the lives of the marginalized sector and the lower middle class. would be more than 


In the end, everybody pays less but gets more in better services. маро ан o 


get financial assis- 


"m tance instead of 
AG CONSUMER & OIL | Ф eae cree 


PRICE WATCH RAUL T. CONCEPpION at the DOJ,” Lavin 


said. 
Chairman He added that once 


Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 iore ое 


E Н = withdraw their com- 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 + E-mail: rte@cii.com.ph plaints, the respon- 
"To better serve the public, this ad appears in major newspapersjand tabloids as.comic strip. dents could file the 

t appropriate motion to 
dismiss the case, 
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MARCH 28, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


“JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION 
Auction Dates: 
March 31 - April 3, 2006 


Jesus stated his Messiahship in the miracle of Jonah, А wicked and adulterous 
‘generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a'h 
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of th 
(Matthew 12:40). 


“Therefore, itis important to understand the exact chronology of 
the events in the erucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Your true 
worship of Jesus Chriüt and salvation depend on it! 


You are invited to а le symposium on the Chronology of 
the Crucifixion and ction. You may also request for your 
FREE copy of our b titled The Resurrection Was Not On 
А Sunday today. It contai facts about the chronology 
of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. 


Request your FREE copy now! 


‘Text your name and address to: Or call us at: 
(0917) 811-6365 995-0294 


You can also download an c-copy at 
www.cgiphils.org. 


You are invited! 


to attend the FREE Bible Study on The Chronology of the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Saturday, April 1, 2006 at the following venues: 


' A system that can cure 
: OVERWEIGHT, CELLULITE, 
‚ BAD SKIN, BODY & FACIAL 
| problems. 


“It’s called BODY METRICS! 


| 5 EREE 

PERSONAL” STRAINING FREE 

| T$ PER DAY SLOTS" д Е ута 
| GREAT BODIES 2005 EE | $ 
NE " i MEDICAL SUPERVISION 


T» NÉ AT ALL CENTERS. 


Lost 35 Ibs of fat | FIRST 25 SLOTS. à o у E DANCE? 
- cnn ree ee дыд Oo DANCES 


ж а каш кш КАНД, a 
ФУРА Е, SKIN & ‘BODY! | 


OTHER TREATMENTS: í 
2 MESOTHERAPY "AQUAMID 
„SKIN WHITENING "BOTOX 
sRESTYLANE =PERLANE 


IAMONI ЕЕ! 1 
SLASER ACNE TREATMENT | -tor бон pret ing and inch loss. 1: Lose 2,000 calores vh 
aWART REMOVAL  *FACIAL DIE висела. 


П 
FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE 8873533. MOBILE 091- -SLIMMERS 166377 
С «У m um as © = ww. teet com, ph inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


ALABANG BINONDO CALOOCAN  ŒBU GREENHILLS LEGASPIVILL. MALATE MEGAMALL тв — SMNORTH „шшс TRALALGAR 
Genmanwendy Thelmaliannah  ПоваОте  — JunalAnne  Eleanorhwy  landionah әзе Gamuby 9 ich 
GERCBCBHdg!  dFRegina — — GFPanorama Basement 182 27: Абама С, GF Zeta Bldg. GF Adriatico Square — 2F Bldg, А 
шотшым. биби! віду, аше. Ayala Center  FilAnnapols  Sakedost, Adriatico Manila Мон) CERA 
08-0396 242-1312 Sés-7e53 231.3254. 716-605 893-8935 526-0619 Vue! ойыро вт _ 3295029 


| SUIN CENTER: ALABANG 7750570918391 510 BINONDO 242072809178224399 CALOOCAN 3657632 GREENHILLS 725152609 94986186. MALATE S2SSESUOSIT T3 MEGAMALL 6377580916475153 PASAY RD, 887353009156893088 PASIG 64738160927534 1314 


ВИ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER TUESDAY, MARCH 28,2006 


9 killed in Sulu explosion; 20 others hurt 


Frompage Al Cross said that when volunteer Samuel Pagdilao said. the Abu Sayyaf, which has been Тһе officer said Abu Sayyaf at- attacks, they are our prime sus- 
em Коп harm,’ said Amina, workers arrived at the store He said US bomb experts were linked to the Jemaah Islamiyah, tacks had previously been direct- pers,” Chief Supt. Актай Mama- 
who suffered bruises, отну after the incident, they helping determine the type of de- Osama Ып Laden's Southeast ed at government troops. Tinta told the Inguinen, But he said 

Ў found mangled bodies strewn місе used. The Americans are part Asian arm. “Temight bea family feud. We'll the police were not discounting 
Looters with rescuers near the entrance. of the large contingent of US Тһе Moro National Liberation be looking into whowere therein other groups. 

Trom underneath the tricycle, " A they were recovering the oops on a humanitarian mission Front also exerts а big influence thecooperative ..Thatstheclor-  ARMM Gow. Zaldy Ampatuan 
"Amina said she saw people run- dead and the injured, he said inJolo. in Jolo proper, a police officer est possibility” the officersaid., directed the police to fast-track 
hing in all directions, most of unidentified people rushed into | said, speaking on background. ó the investigation even as he or- 
them shouting and trying as the store, emptying the cash reg- Family feud? The group did not normally Aburecruits dered ARMM Social Welfare Sec- 
bursts of gunfire rang out. Locals istersand hauling off goods. Tt was the second bombing in- launchattacksin the area, fearing In Cotabato City, the chief of retary Ruby Sahali to address the 
amined that people here, in. A Phlippine National Police cident in Jolo this year. On Feb. theirown relatives couldbe hurt. police of the Autonomous Region immediate needs of the survivors 
крале па рар (не guns spokesperson said he could notsay 18, a man was killed and 28 ой. Тһе Abu Sayyaf as litle orno in Muslim Mindanao said new and the relatives of those who 
апале Po ins emergencies to wheturtemorstwereinvolved. ers were wounded in an explo- access to the town, keeping its Abu Sayyaf recruits might be ге. died. With reports from Julie S. 
alert residents. ‘It would be premature to say sion ina videoke bar. men on the outskirts—Patikul sponsible for the Jolo attack. — — Alipala and Edwin Fernandes, 

"Dr Judel Isahac of the Red so at this time,” Senior Supt. Тһе island is a stronghold of and Indanan. “There are traces of ASG terror PDI Mindanao Bureau 


GMA nears record of most ex-AFP appointees 


From page Al cuits,” like former Philippine Na- only retired AFP chiefs of staff — “Overpopulating the bureau- while the influence and political 
Angelo Reyes had also crossed tional Police Director General Le- and exambassadors were given cracy with too many military power of the military are in- 
over to the bureaucracy. andro Mendoza, now transporta- government posts by then Presi- minds will be a big mistake, Tak- creased and consolidated,” Her- 
No big deal, said Benjamin De- ton secretary and Reyes, former dent Ferdinand Marcos. ing in a few outstanding ones nandez said. 
fensor Retired military officers interior secretary and now envi- Today “nearly all retired gen- maybe a good idea,” he said, "Its "Those who fear the further 
have become a ubiquitous pres- ronment secretary. erals and service commanders all allin the balance, really.” militarization of the government 
ence in the bureaucracy in many Defensor cited Mendoza and the way” seem to be rewarded may have serious misgivings 
parts of the world, Reyes for “exceptional work in with government posts, David Sensitive issue about electing another retired 
“That's the current trend,” the their respective departments.” said. Hernandez, who had served in military officer to the presidency 
brother of Sen. Miriam Defensor- Mendoza “has proven to be an em. the Davide Commission that аз he may similarly overpopulate 
Santiago asserted. asset of the administration,” said Widening circle probed фе failed military coup of the government with military re- 
“Why closethe door toex-mil- Ermita, who wondered aloud Making the same observation, 1989 and the Feliciano Commis- tirees,"she said. 
itary men? There's nothing why some people were making a opposition Sen. Aquino Pi- sion that looked into the 2003 Ви she said "giving retired 
wrong with moving along and big deal out of the “old but per- mentel Jr noted the "widening Oakwood mutiny, called the con- military officers a stake in the 
making the world better, To- fectly legal” practice. circle of military people in civil- tinued appointment of ex-AFP of- preservation of the constitutional 
day's breed of military officers ian offices these days.” ficers a politically sensitive issue order by making them power 
are well-educated, well-trav- Unfair b “GMA (Ms Arroyo) continues for several reasons: holders can enhance their sup- 
eled, with very high leadership Legal, yes, but Labor Secretary to surround herself with people © The widespread feeling port for that orden” 
and management skills. They're Patricia Sto. Tomas thinks it is with military backgrounds, clear- among military officers that they 
armed with combat experience “unfair.” ly one of her strategies in are being treated as second-class Public reaction 
and lessons learned from many “This crossing-over blocks pro- strengthening her hold on pow- citizens in a country they have Hernandez said strong public 
years of training and honorably motion channels in the bureau- ez" Pimentel said, served so well. reaction to the appointment of re- 
serving the country.” cracy and deprives civilians of the 'Partido ng Manggagawa par- • Military officers believe tired military officers to key gov- 
“Qutperforming them іп any chance to build their careers. Sad ty-list Rep. Renato Magtubo thataftertheyretire they canre- ernment posts may not be 
field won't beeasy,” Defensortold to say the practice continues,” " observed “aclearpatternin the turn to the civilian fold and, if enough to stop the practice be- 
the INQUIRER. she said. Е | employment of military re- qualified, should be eligible to cause the appointing power be- 
à Tn a late 1994 interview (for memoro tireesinthecivillanbureaucra- serve the country in a civilian lieves that it is not inappropriate 
Walk in the park the three-part series, “The Silent су" capacity. to recycle retired officers. 
With a self. ssured demeanor, Coup: Militarizing the Bureau. “Tve always held the same "А reward for services ren- ө There's the civilian percep- — “What is required to limit the 
Defentercaid he was very quali; crac), Sto. Tomas, then Civil views,” Sto. Tomas told the Iù- dered,” according to Magtubo. tion that appointing reired offi- practice isto adopt a policy that 
fed to run the antiterror task Service Commission chair said QUIRER. "Not really a worst-case sce- cers to key government posts pre- retirees, whether from the mili- 
fane or any civilian agency for the appointment of ex-military  Outspoken as ever, she be- nario, but the current adminis- vents equally qualified civilians tary or civilian bureaucracies, 
У Officia to civilian posts had cre. lieved that “government should tration seems bent on institu- from assuming the same posts ог should no longer be eligible for 
eh wall in the park, уой ask ated problems, if not unrest, in dosomethingaboutthiscrossing: tionalizing the practice, That's which they had been singularly reappointment to govern- 
me,” he quipped. “But if there's some government offices. over practice” and that “civilian scary.” prepared. ment.” 
теру Re the bureaucracy She cited the demoralization and military personnel should re- Akbayan party-list Rep. Loret- Given the country’s experience “This would unclog the promo. 
who can do my job better, lm among civilian personnel, noting tire at the same time so that по- ха Апл Rosales described as“ter- under martial law, itis easyto un- tion channels and enable bright, 
very willing to give way peaceful- Фе sentiment that they were be- body crosses over.” rible” the thought of “ex-mili- derstand the publics concern young, able and energetic ci 
y" ng robbed ofthe chance to move “Either lower the retirement tary officers with mind-sets that about the return of authoritarian servants to move forward and in 
The practice is “not entirely up the bureaucratic ladder. age for civilians (which is 65) or аге different from everyone else ism with the increase in the num- the long run develop a profes- 
new i also a prerogative ofthe "They complain that after таве the retirement agefor those being assigned to key govern. ber of military retirees appointed sional civilian bureaucracy that 
ae ee aoa ротова Secre. working forso long, they find out in the military (which s 56),"Sto. ment posts and thinking ofmili- to key positions in government. сап provide the consistency and 
tary Eduardo Ermita, who over- that their bosses are ex-mili- Tomas said. tary solutions to people's prob- ө Another perception among continuity of policies, regardless 
sees more than 230 government  tary—people with their own way Шке the labor secretary, cur. Jems.” civilians is that even after retire- ofthe vicissitudes and uncertain- 
agencies, Of looking at things, a different rent CSC Chair Karina Constanti- Тһе practice, “now subject to ment, military officers continue ties of politics," she sald 
RES enever the President mindset and рап of that is you no-David expressed serious con- abuse by those in power, should to be identified professionally, 10 a paper titled "We were 
makes her choice, nobody don'tquestion, youjustobey," the cerns over the perceived increase be scrutinized, if not totally doctrinally and emotionally with Soldiers: Military Men in Poli- 
should question it,” Ermita, a former CSC head said. in the numbers of retired military stopped,” Rosales said. the military. tics and the Bureaucracy,” jour- 
former major general, defense Sto. Tomas, who admitted to and police officials appointed to * The so-called military mind- nalist Glenda Gloria wrote that 
secretary and Batangas con- having disagreed with the key government posts. Good and bad set, said to be authoritarian and “for so long as the military bro- 
ешш, ‘pointed cat in a Ramos administration over bu. Precisely how many of them Like everyone else, retired mil. averse to debate, one that prefers kers political transitions, for so 
phone interview. reaucracy-related issues, said ате in government is not clear, itary officers have good and bad quick and cost-efficient solutions long as there are insurgencies 
i This was ene government policy Carolina Hernandez, a political qualities, according to Sen. and is basically undemocratic, and rebellions that make the na- 
Prerogative “that should be thoroughly stud- science professor at the Universi- Manuel "Mar" Roxas Il separates the military from the tion dependent on its Armed 
Presidential prerogative? ied.” ty of the Philippines, wrote inthe “They say those in the mili- rest of society. If those with this Forces, and for so long as weak 
“pine, but it should be a preroga- “Almost every week, you see UP publication "Public Policy.” tary have a different mind-set, mind-set dominate the governing civilian institutions remain vul- 
tive to a point. One that is subject some colonel or general being Hernandez, president of thein- people who are not sensitive to elite, democratization will likely 
to laws or government rules" swomin.Doyoueverseeacareer dependent think tank Institute social issues. But they're consid. suffer this pattern of military appoint- 
Said Bufemic Domingo, former executive officer being swom in? for Strategic and Development етей way ahead when you talk : ments to the bureaucracy shall 
chair of the Presidential Anti- Why are they doing this to the Studies, said “irs not easy to ob- about stuff like loyalty, disci Boundaries blurred continue.” 
Фаш eninge the Com. civilan bureaucracy?" shesaid. tain information on presidential pline, obedience and leader. Неге, “the military performs Gloria, managing editor of 
mission on Audit. 5 appointments even as they ship, Roxasseid. defense functions and the civilian Newsbreak magazine, зай 
Ms Arroyo's chief of staff, Dosomething should be readily available to the But he said he did not believe authority governs society When "regimes will choose this path 
Mikael Dolensor credited the Eleven years later, Sto. Tomas publicunderthe principle offree- that certain goverment posts these institutional boundaries be rather than risk an armed con. 
practice for what he called “out- said her views "have not domofinformation.” should be the “exclusive reserve” come blurred, civilian control frontation with their politicized 
standing administration re- changed" During the martial law years, of military people. tends to decrease and erode soldiers.” 


Bunye: President is wielding power judiciously 


From page Al was social welfare secretary, she ple to government posts asaform David called up the Імла presidential appointees to her based on mutual trust and 
fr ые of a three-part was allowed four assistant secre. of political concession was dam- yesterday to point out that she “make sure that only the best confidence,  Macarambon 
TwQUIRER special report, which taries but a fifth was added dur- aging the country'sinstitutions. маз interviewed for the special and brightest will make itto ap- said. 
was largely based on an inter- ingherterm. "The institutions will not only report long before the alleged pointive posts so as not to сот. _Reacting to calls for her to step 
sre saree Gini Service Commis. “She said Malacafang had in- weaken, they will be corrupted coup attempt last month and the promise the quality of our ser- down, David said: "This has noth- 
sion Chair Karina Constantino- formed her of the new appoint- and prostituted if they are being arrest of her husband. vice to the public.” ing to do with rancor or anything 
David conducted on Nov. 17, mentthrougha letter and did not used for political survival,” she Кер. Benasing Macarambon personal, We are an independent 
2005. explain why another post was said. (NPC, Lanao del Sur), vice Insulate bureaucracy constitutional body and we are 
Bunye did not address the spe- created. Soliman, along withnineother chair of the House committee Тһе two lawmakers called on concerned with making sure that 
cific cases cited in the report. їл. “There was no reason given. It administration officials, resigned on national defense and securi- David to consider resigning, rules and laws are followed.” 
Stead, he made a general state- was just understood,” said Soli- in July last year amid allegations ty, said David knew that the “If David knows she is no “Being a professional in gov. 
шеш on how the complaints man а member of the Black and that the President had cheated in presidential prerogative to ap- longer capable of doing herjob ernment, the intention is not 0 
were handled. White Movement, a group seek- the 2004 elections. Point government executives without rancor for the admin- cause destabilization, but to en- 
"The Presidents power to hire ing Ms Arroyo's ouster. "he group, known collectively "is beyond the CSC to ques- istration, she should voluntari- sure the insulation of the bureau- 
and fire fimetionariesin the exec- ‘The salary of the appointee as the “Hyatt 10,” had called on tion" ly resign. They said it was bet- cracy from politics she said. Re- 
utive branch has been exercised сале from Malacafiang, but the Ms Arroyo to vacate her post. "She herself admitted that, ter for her to show some deli- ports from Gil C. Cabacungan 
judiciously in the public interest funds for his office equipment б legally, the President has done cadeza than continue hitting Jr, Leila B. Salaverria and 
‘and she has been sensitive to ће сате from the department, Soli- Beyond question nothing wrong. So whats the the President who appointed Michael Lim Ubac 
public pulse in the case of some man said. Coming to the defense of Ms fuss?” said. Macarambon. 
controversial appointments that Despite her having three un- Arroyo, two congressmen said Ys 
were rectified,” he said. dersecretaries at the DSWD, the Presidents exercise of her Surprising с ti 
To appease critics, Bunye as- Soliman added, a fourth мазар. “prerogative” to appoint govem- Не said the presidential ap- orrections 
sured the public that the govern- pointed to the department in ment officials could not be ques- pointments that could besubject- | IN THE MARCH 21 ISSUE, a story on Page A3—"ULTRA STAM- 
ment would continue to uphold 2002. tioned by the Civil Service Com- ed to scrutiny through the Com- | PEDE: ABS-CBN lawyers accuse DOJ of prejudging case'—mis- 
utmost professionalism in the Te mission. mission on Appointments were | spelled the name of an ABS-CBN lawyer and his former govem- 
service, purge the misfits and un- Administrative Code Rep. Eduardo Veloso (NPC, limited to Cabinet level posts, | ment position. The correct name of the lawyer is Regis—not 
Wesirables, and make sure the Under the Administrative Code Leyte), a member ofthe Commis- colonels and generals of ће | Reghis—Puno, He was a justice—not interior—undersecretary. 
conduct of officials are consis- of 1987, the social welfare secre- sion on Appointments, deplored Armed Forces and high positions e 
tently aboveboard." tary shall be assisted by two un- David's disclosure thatthe Arroyo іп the Department of Foreign Af- | INTHEMARCH22ISSUE, a photo caption on Page A7 misstated ће 
derseeretaries and three career administration had been treating fairs. name of a descendant of Dr. Jose Rizal, The correct name of Rizal's 
No reason given assistant secretaries. the bureaucracy like ts own ет. — "The CSC chair’s criticism of | descendant is Asuncion Lopez Bantug—not Asoncio Lopez Rizal 
Palace officials have not been Soliman said the number of ploymentagency the President was surprising. If m 
too eager to answer questions on  undersecretaries and assistant Veloso questioned the timing she has some objections to Readers may send their request for correction of factual errors in writing 
how the President chooses her secretaries in other departments of David's “attack” on the Presi- some appointments, she could | ro the Day Desk, Philip ine Рабу Inguirer PDI Building, Chino Roces Av. 
appointees, preferring instead to was bloated as well. denes exercise of her appointing have raised these directly with | enue corer Mascardo Street, Makati Cio, fax Nos, 89747 93/94; email 
give the standard reply that the "The appointing powers of the power, saying the adverse re- the President,” said Macaram- cress: desk ФССН. object may be sen to Loma. 
Choices were the Presidents sole President must be reviewed,” she marks followed the arrest of her bon. аот раіла або advocate, email address: readerzadvocate@ingui- 
prerogative. said. “It must be limited to [ар- husband Randy last month when Veloso said the CA members егсот, ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
At che Kapihan sa Maynila fo- pointing] undersecretaries.” the country was placed under a had been meticulous in chal. | number! 97-8608 loca! 342. 
rum, Soliman said that when she Soliman said appointing peo- state of emergency. lenging the qualifications of 
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After 186 years, 
woman leads PMMA 
graduating cadets 


From page Al 
graduate as No. 1 in the history of the acade- 
my is something to be proud of," Calibjo told 
the Inquinen. 

But the road had not been easy, she began. 

“The hardest part was during the one- 
month probation period in my first year 
here. [That was] when we were being trans- 
formed from civilians to midshipmen,” she 
said. 

Like other cadets, Calibjo had to undergo 
physical training which tested her stamina 
and patience. 

The academy, established in 1820, has a 
quasi-military training program that pre- 
pares its cadets to be merchant marine of- 
ficers in shipboard and shore-based posi- 
tions in compliance with global require- 
ments of the international maritime in- 
dustry. 


cadet.” 


among mariti 


PMMA history 
The academy was 
created by virtue of a 
Spanish royal decree 
in 1820 as the Es- 
cuela Nautica de 
Manila. From its 
original location on 
Calle Cabildo in In- 
tramuros, Manila, 
the academy trans- 
ferred several times. 
1t was temporarily 
closed during the 
Philippine Revolu- 
tion and reopened by 
American officials on 
Dec. 15, 1899, as the 
Nautical School of 
the Philippine Is- 
lands. 
Later 


Equal treatment 

"Men or women—we [are] all treated 
equally" Calibjo said. "Its not easy being a 
[female] cadet, one has to go with [male] 
cadets in everything and it takes a lot of guts 
tobe with them.” 

‘The PMMA first opened its doors to female 
applicants in 1997 and has been producing 
midshipwomen since. 

During her early years at the academy, 
Calibjo experienced discrimination, rel 
ing how male cadets looked down on her 
and doubted her competence for the train- 
ing. 

She shrugged this off and promised herself 
that she would not only survive, she would 
excel atthe academy. 

"There were 500 of us when we entered the 
academy four years ago, but around 200 
stayed on,” Calibjo noted. 


this was 
changed to the 
Philippine Nautical 
School (PNS). In 
1963, then President 
Diosdado Macapagal 
signed Republic Act 
No. 3680 converting 
the PNS to the PM- 
MA. 

The school was re- 
located to Fort Boni- 
facio in Makati City 
in 1968. From then 
оп, it was placed un- 
der the Department 
of Transportation 
and Communication. 
In 1996, it was 
placed directly under 
the supervision of the 
Commission оп 
Higher Education. 

On Feb. 2, 1998, the 
PMMA moved to its 
present campus in the 
coastal town of San 


Navy pilot 

She is the eldest among three children of 
Rodolfo and Babel Calibjo, both public school 
teachers in Antique. 

Calibjo was studying accounting at the 
University of the Philippines in Iloilo but 
dreamed of becoming a Navy pilot. In- 
spired to pursue her dream by relatives 
who were either Scout Rangers or mer- 
chant marine officers, she decided to en- 
ter the PMMA. 

She became a consistent honor student, 
topping her classes during her early years in 
the academy. 

Calib went on 
board for the first 
time during her third. 
year undergoing 
practical training on 
the MV Capo Noli, a 
Portuguese vessel 
‘with an Italian princi- 
pal. 

“Our route was 
purely European 
countries—from 
Spain, Italy, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Bulgaria to 
Ukraine, including 
the upper part of the 
Kerch Strait,” she 
said. 

She was able to 
save money from her 
allowances while un- 
dergoing on-board 
training for nine 
months and even 
sent her siblings to 
school. 

When she returned 
to the academy last 
year, Calibjo main- 
tained her good 
standing in class and 
emerged as the top 
cadet of her batch. 


Classes begin on 
April 19, 20, 22 & 23 2006. 
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Woman warrior 

Calibjo shared a 
favorite line from 
“Mulan,” a 1998 
Walt Disney film: "A 
flower that blooms 
in adversity is the 
most rare and beau- 
tiful of all.” 

“Mulan” is based 
on a Chinese folk tale 
about а plucky Chi- 
nese teenage girl who 
disguises herself as a 
boy to fight against 
her country’s in- 
vaders. 

“What I am now is 
the [product] of [my 
own] sweat and 
blood. 1 compete not 
with others but with 
my own standards,” 
she said, dedicating 
her success to her 
parents. 

This year's gradu- 
ating dass will re- 
ceive their diplomas 
on the second week 
of June with Calibjo 
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earning for herself the honor of being “star 


‘The PMMA, which is situated on a 60- 
hectare campus here, is considered the pillar 
e institutions in the country. 
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Ramos supports signature campaign 


From page Al “The earlier they ей, the bet- economic, cultural, local and edu- 
ter, so that no useless exercises cational issues are all nsibili- Н 
foceachvesfed signature, wil’ be “undertaken if the des of our organizations of govem- Con-ass proposal dead, says Drilon 
Ў g Supreme Court rules against it,” ment at the grassroots.” 
P5 per verified signature he said. Ramos said proponents of the By Norman Bordadora ready had at least 50 signa- cudero said the rush to gather 
Оле source said an election of- Saying he had been advocating people's initiative should explain and TJ Burgonio turesonits resolution opposing millions of signatures from 
ficer in Bicol reported tothe head Charter change for 12 years now, Charter change properly, adding the De Venecia-led con-ass op- communities supporting a 
office that poll officials were be- Ramos said he hoped “that consti- it would be a “deception” if they | MALACANANG ALLIES CALL- tion. people's initiative to change 
ing offered P5 per signature. tutional change would take place lethe peoplesignwithoutunder- ing for constitutional change With 50 signatures from the Constitution may have 
‘One Comelec official in Rizal... whether its a people's initiative standing what it was all about. have shifted their strategy to among the 236 members of the been spurred in part by the 
province reported that lists of sig- ога constituent assembly.” u endorsing a peoples initiative House, the minority appears to failure of the administration 
Parures had been submitted tohis "е should not risk again, as Comelec can't rule because they know their pro- have foiled the House leader- congressmen to win approval > 
рсе and he was practically be- we are still risking, the interven- Те former President ex. posed constituent assembly is ship's bid to gather ar least 195 of their resolution favoring a 
ing forced to verify them, the sec- tion of the Armed Forces of the pressed hope that senators op- dead in the water, opposition signatures from congressmen to cov ass, 
ond source said. Philippines and the Philippine posed to Cha-cha would “seeitin lawmakers said yesterday. transform Congress into an as- — House Majority Leader Pros- 
Ms Arroyo is campaigning to National Police," he said. terms of strategic objectives of “Ithinkcon-assisdead,” Sen- sembly that would revise the pero Nograles expressed doubts 
amend the Constitution to enable He said legal experts were di- our country.” E ate President Franklin Drilon Charter the minority already had the 50 
the country to shift from a presi- vided on the legality ofa people's “We are now beingseen on the said, pointing out that Speaker “Меме met our target. We signatures. 
dential to a parliamentary gov- initiative to effect Charter outsideasa fragmented andeven Jose de Venecia and his allies have 50. And if you add thatto “The administration already 
ernment—a political maneuver change. troublesome, quarrelsome soci- had failed to gather the neces- the 23 senators who passed a has 180 as of last count and we 
her critics said she was resorting „ К ety. So what kind of image is that sary signatures to supportares- similar resolution, it would be are confident we will get the 
to so she could avoid being im- ‘Goahead’ inthe international community?” olution to amend the Charter impossible to meet the required numbers before we go on re- 
peached and survive the welter of He said he believed that propo- Ramos said. through con-ass.- vote of three-fourths of cess on April 6. We need 15 
scandals plaguing her presidency. nents of a people's initiative in Вие senators said that even if House Minority Leader Fran- Congress voting as one,” Escud- more and we hope to get it in 
. Speaking to reporters, Ramos the House “are very confident advocates gathered the necessary cis Escudero confirmed thatthe ero said. the next few days,” Nograles 
said Malacafiang should not try that this is the proper procedure signatures to push a people's ini- opposition in the House ak п а news conference, Es- said. 
todenyit hada hand in thesigna- to follow.” tiative forward, any petition for 
ture campaign—called a people's “My opinion ... is for them to constitutional ` amendment 
c'initiative—because to do so goahead,” Ramos said should be dismissed outright by less rule, on any such petition tion to entertain such petition be- ing Charter amendments through 
Z would "not be believable.” ‘The former President did notsee the Comelec. since the Supreme Court already cause they are bound by the rul- a peoples initiative following 
22; He said the peoples initiative anything wrong withthe use ofthe Senate President Franklin ruled that the law was inade- ing of the Supreme Court that barangay assemblies held on Sat- 
Gon "Gained im the barangays in gathering signatures Drilon said the Comelec had no quatetopush such aninitiative, there's no enabling law fora peo- Wy. 
‘Supreme Courtasearlyas possible. because, after all, the “political, jurisdiction to entertain, much “The Comelec has по jurisdic- рез initiative to amend he сот. League of Provinces spokesper- 
21 stitution,” he said in aninterview. son and Catanduanes Gov. Lean- 
E 2 TES dro B. Verceles Jr. yesterday voiced 
Sh? LEADS к=н Meal ‘Conceived in sin’ confidence that the required signa- 
< Ba TUM 9| “They should dismiss these pe- tures Sus petition for Charter 
Р titions outright before examining change ugh people's initiative 
je Ves Геше і the signatures because they have would be easily obtained. 
БА cor. Reliance St, nojurisdiction toreceivethe peti- “The governors have shown 
Mandaluyong City tion,” Drilon added. their unequivocal support in the 
Senate Minority Leader Aquili- drive to change the Constitution,” 
Tel. Nos. 687-9010 + 687-7490 | no Pimentel Jr. said filing sucha Verceles said. 
= 687-7942 * 687-2576 petition with the Comelec would “The success of the last few 
Fax No: 687-0461 not validate a people's initiative days of securing signatures for 
E LT retine ri = E«maibinfogleadsagricom | conducted ‘without an enabling Charter change is but evidence of 
nde ce scel) tae fou наа, vun fodegala@leadsagricom | law. the strength of the local govern- 
making you homeless. Don't let termites invade your most precious home! "An illegal act can't ripen into ment units to make meaningful 
Protect every comer of your hause wih Bex sol eric. For best ў мулијеайѕадтісот something that is legal. No mat- and fundamental changes in the 
resi consul e eansed Pest Coniroi perator nearest you. ter how many petitions they file, livesofthe Filipinos.” 
how many signatures they ob- Не said it would be best to 
tain, itwill not remove thestigma have an overwhelming vote so 
ofithaving been conceived in sin, that the Supreme Court would 
born in sin and stayed sinful no see the political dimensions of a 
matter what they try to do,” he people deciding what they want 
Z E E ^ told reporters. to be done. With reports from TJ 
s x i ч Тһе Sigaw ng Bayan Movement Burgonio, Fernan Gianan and 
Philips Flat TV with Ambilight YR Bal dated teme four million Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Lu- 
have signed the petition support- zon Bureau 


Host of axed radio show 
cries gov't suppression 


From page Al their causes, issues and senti- 
the cancellation was part of ef- ments.” 

forts to silence criticism of the Ar- He said that as far back as July 
royo administration. 2005, the station's managers told 

“DZRJ axed Buhay Mangga- him and his cohost, Me-Ann Ya- 
gawa because we refused to Бе. zon, to tone down their commen- 
Come an instrument and tariesand stop playing parts of the 
mouthpiece of Malacafiang,” “Hello Garci” tapes and songs crit- 
Ramos told the IwQumen. “The ical ofthe Arroyo administration. 
oppression of media and at- The tapes dealt with an alleged 
tempts to limit free speech that collusion between Ms Arroyo and 
is critical to this administration former Election Commissioner 
is the reason (our show was Virgilio Garcillano to rig the re- 
canceled). We don't see any sults of the 2004 election. Ms Ar- 
BEFORE: P349:98000 other reason.” royo and Garcillano have denied 
NOW: P329,980.00 ü e station's financial the allegation. 

а aid " comptroller, Erlinda Legaspi, "Ме were told then that what- 
н os menie : gavea different explanation. ever the stand of management is, 
“The real reason why the pro- it should also be our stand. Of 
gram was canceled was because course, we didn’t agree,” Ramos 
their contract was not renewed. said. 
Pinapalaki nila ang issue (They Оп March 6, Ramos said 
ате exaggerating the issue), she Legaspi informed him that the 
said. program was being canceled. He 

Asked why the contract was said Legaspi told him the station. 
not renewed, Legaspi said: “I was"repackaging"its programs. 
have no comment about that." 

m " The Inquinen called station Last show 
2 сакрата owner Ramon Jacinto, the rock _ Ramos said the program still 
—*— - musician, butwastold he wasout had up to March 31 to ай, 
БЕРОЕ P2499000 of his office. The Ingumen asked based on the quarterly com 
1 3 fora return all. tract. He was later told the pro- 
роо eS Y] NOW. P229,980.00 ды, di ‘rogram executive director gram's last airing date would 
ЦЕСТЕ CRINES Pic ETE ардаа ааай Daisy Arago asserted the con- be March 26. 

х Sane тас? termination was “directly “Even before we got off the air, 
related to the crackdown on pro- ме got text messages this month 
gressive workers organizations saying we (the hosts) and our 
and critics of Ms Gloria Macapa- guests should avoid criticizing 
gal-Arroyo." President Arroyo. But we are ап 

"The station wants us out sim- advocacy program focused on 
ply because of our difference in bor problems. If there are policies 
a Political standpoint," said Arago. that effect laborers, like the EVAT 

P? According to Ramos, the first and Charter change, we criticize 
NOW: P28,990.00 ЕЕ NOW: P25,980.00 NOW: P17,888.00 ‘wife of Jacinto was a sister of them.” 
LL AME e d enn) FREE aen FREE First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- Ramos also reacted to state- 
[rd ЖУЛ, et royo. ments made by the station man- 
NT Yo there was probably pres- agement that it had the preroga- 
sure on RJ. It's also related to  tivetocancel their program. 
[Presidential] Proclamation No. 
1017 to make sure all the scan. 2nd to fall > 
dals would not get out tothe pub- “Management says its their 
^ lic," Ramos alleged. prerogative to cancel programs 
BEFORE: P1099000 BEFORE P 539000. BEFORE: P5.19000 He added: “Although PP 1017 that are not constructive. So that 
NOW:P8,990.00 — ... NOW: P5,690.00 NOW: P4,790.00 „а= ог the state of national emer- means issues like wage increases 
мп У ott 4 E APUD E gency was already lifted, the and increases in electrical bills are 
—— S Feeder emere arta P Suppression of progressive and not constructive for them. But it's 
[uam erkeni media organizationsand constructive forall,” Ramos said. 
= cs WS. SAAN (c programs continues. Apparent- “Buhay Manggagawa" was the 
at Abenson Glorietta | Waltermart Makati ly, the Arroyo administration second program taken off the air 
Automatic Center Gi Automatic Center G4 Avant Greenbelt 4 SM Appliance Makati SM Appliance Rockwell continues to silence those who Оп, dzRJ in recent weeks. 
oppose and criticize her. We are The award-winning “Ngayon 
PHILIPS deeply saddened and disap- па Bayan’ lost its block time on 
pointed that d2RJ was forced to dzRJ hours after Ms Arroyo de- 
senseandsimplicity | Serye as an instrument of deny- clared a state of national emer- 
ing the workers a venue to air gency on Feb. 24. 
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‘Sari-sari’ store by day, condom outlet by night 


From page Al 
night, itremains open and sells other stuff. 

‘A typical nighttime customer, usually а 
woman, knocks on the back door, hands over 
P2.50 and whispers: "Papalita ko'g medyas (1 
want to buy socks).” 

Emma hands her a condom. 

The store in Poblacion District 3 in this 
town doesn’t even have a name. Emma, the 
owner, is a barangay health worker and sees 
her role as a retailer of contraceptives as a 
way of helping her poor community. 

She has other contraceptives, too, and 
these are prominently listed outside her store, 
along with their respective prices. 

“les important to keep families small because 
its difficult to raise a big family these days,” Emma 
told joumalists who visited her store last week. 

Her store is one of the 63 community-based 
distributor (CBD) outlets for contraceptives 
spread throughout nine coastal barangays of 
Dauin. The stores have blossomed since the 
municipal government supported the Inte- 
grated Population and Coastal Resource Man- 
agement Initiative Qpopcorm). 


Feeding the population 

Mayor Rodrigo Alanano embraced the pro- 
gram after noting how the town's fast-grow- 
ing population had taken a toll on its natural 
resources. He was committed to managing 
family size in the community to ensure sus- 
tainability in the long haul. 

Alanano said he decided to adopt the pro- 
gram after he noticed that the size of families 
along the coastal barangays—an average of 
six people per household—was bigger than 
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those of families living in other areas. 

‘Also, families living along the coast had a 
growth rate of 7-8 percent, in contrast to the 
2.4 percent for the rest of the country, and the 
2.1 percent for the province. 

"This has largely contributed to overfishing asa 
means of livelihood and food source which need- 
ей to be addressed to prevent further damage to 
the marine resources,” Alanano explained. 
Family planning 

He said that through this integrated popu- 
lation and coastal resource management pro- 
gram, the quality of life of families in the 
coastal communities had improved. And with 
less pressure on the coastal ecosystem, the 
people have been assured of food security. 

The mayor then enlisted volunteers from the 
youth and married couples. They were trained by 
ipopcorm, the Silliman University Angelo King 
Genter for Research and Environmental Manage- 
ment and the Marina Clinic of the Siliman Medi- 
cal Center Foundation Inc. to help educate their 
peers on the advantages of population and coastal 
resource management. 

^ was also aware of the huge influence of 
the Roman Catholic Church, of which 1 am a 
member. So T told my parish priest, ‘Father, we 
both have the same constituents and we can- 
not be fighting. Please take care of their spirit 
Til take care of their body and their basic 
needs,” Alanano recalled 


Few people, more fish 

То date, the population thrust of the local 
government unit has been proceeding 
smoothly. 
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Since the Ipopcorm program was intro- 
duced in 2002, the population in the nine 
coastal barangays, based on an actual head 
count of residents, dropped to negative .25 
percent in 2005. There were, however, no im- 
mediate figures on the actual number of 
childbirths in the three-year period. 


Marine sanctuary 

Dauin also established a marine sanctuary 
to allow fish and other marine resources to 
breed and grow in order to replenish the de- 
pleted fish stocks ofthe town. 

Fishermen had complained that their fish 
catch was getting smaller and smaller, and 
they had to paddle farther from shore just to 
be able to catch enough for their families’ dai- 
ly needs, Barely two years after the establish- 
ment of the marine 
sanctuary, the fisher- 
men reported in- 
creased harvests. 

Narciso Romero, 
chair of the Davin 
Bantay Dagat Associ- 
ation, said that after 
three hours of fish- 
ing, they could now 
get two to three kilos 
of fish, compared to 
the half-kilo they 
used to get before the 
sanctuary was set up. 

Dauin's program 
to manage the envi- 
ronment and popula- 
tion had also earned 
for itself the Gawad 
Galing Pook award 
last year in Mala- 
cafiang. Alanano said 
this award would in- 
spire them to contin- 
ue to do more for 
their town. 
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"Тһе ‘other crisis’ 


ч, 


НЕ BUZZ FROM THE PHILIPPINE FUEL ETHANOL 


Alliance (P 
aU. expressed 


FEA) is that a number of investors have 
eagerness to venture into bioethanol 


production. But before they pour in the capital, they want 


Чо see Congress 


pass the legal framework that would 


guarantee a market for their product. The PFEA stressed 
that “the government must first indicate its seriousness to 


+ EDITORIAL 


address the security problem by placing 
the proper policies to attract invest- 
ments from the private sector.” 


Ethanol, which is made from sugar cane, corn and cas- 
«1, sava, is among the biofuels put forward as an answer to 


the “other crisis"—t 


"one sees Earth's 


the oil crisis. It may be that not every- 
oil wells running dry, but everybody 


,, . agrees that cheap oil has run out. When the price of 
* ` benchmark Dubai crude reached $36 per barrel in May 
2004, hurtling up to the $60 level, then to a record-high 
$70 a barrel in September 2005, all the world scrambled 
to find viable alternatives to petroleum products. Presi- 


dent Macapagal- 


Arroyo said the oil crisis had become a 


“real challenge to economic survival.” And during the 
‘Asean: summit held in Malaysia last December, even 


though oil prices 


had eased a little, she warned that they 


*could still spin out of control. 


Based on the 2! 


004 oil prices and consumption, the De- 


partment of Energy estimates that the Philippines could 
save around P8.2-billion a year in foreign exchange, the 


value of oil imports that would be “ = 
al "vehicles used coco-diesel (P1.2 billion) and all gasoline- 


isplaced,” if all diesel 


| powered vehicles used a 5-percent ethanol blend (P7 bil- 
lion). This does not include the P14 billion that would be 


saved from а 10- 


„percent increase in the mileage of vehi- 


cles using coco-diesel. 
Butas has been pointed out in many forums, saving on 
«foreign exchange is only one of the many benefits of using 
biofuels. With the specter of global warming looming 
larger every moment, environmentalists hail biofuels as a 
source of clean energy. With the world’s oil supply shrink- 


-ing fast, biofuels 


are becoming more and more attractive 


as renewable energy. More significantly for Filipinos, bio- 
fuels are agri-based and can be produced locally from in- 
digenous resources. Thus going into the production of 
biofuels could open thousands of new jobs in rural areas 
and provide the much-needed impetus for sustained 
countryside development. 


Brazil, the first 


t country to make ethanol its principal 


source of energy, produces ethanol at around $46.20 per 


barrel, far lower 
crude oil, which 


„іп various retail outlets, i 


than the current world market price of 
hovers around $60 per barrel, although 
sells at about the same price as 


3» gasoline in the Philippines. But this does not diminish the 
* "pivotal significance of local ethanol—or biofuels—pro- 
27, duction in the larger goal of reducing the country's de- 

pendence on imported oil. 
All this our national leaders must surely know. Yet the 


farthest we have 


gone in that direction is House Bill 4629, 


also known as the Bioethanol Fuel Bill. The measure 


Seeks to provide 


the legal framework for the local manu- 


*; fücture and use of bioethanol as transport fuel. Although 
the bill focuses mostly on bioethanol, its principal author, 
«+ Bukidnon Rep. Miguel Zubiri, has assured that, if enact- 


* ed, it will entitle 


other biofuel players to the same pack- 


“age of incentives, including tariff exemptions and easier 
"access to credit. But while the Zubiri bill was approved by 
the House of Representatives in November 2005, it con- 
stinues to languish in the Senate. A complementary bill 

* "filed by Sen. Manuel Roxas, which would promote the 
, production, distribution and use of motor vehicles pow- 
' efed by alternative fuels, seems to have also been forgot- 


ten. 


No doubt the members of Congress are aware of this 
"other crisis," although their collective response to it 


inakes us suspect 
full dimensions. 


t that they may not fully understand its 
Or maybe, they just don't care. And so it 


waits to be addressed like one. 

This is shortsighted, because rare is the crisis, like this 
one, whose solution promises to simultaneously provide 
multiple solutions to other pressing national problems. 

s; Here is an opportunity for our leaders to show that de- 
Éspite their serious political differences and clashing ambi- 
tions, they can still come together to work for the larger 


national interest. 


. Can they summon the will to do it? 
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“WHY DOES AN EXPRESIDENTS DEMAND 
for yet another pass from detention command. 
more media play than four De la Salle Univer- 
sity students who opened the Internet to the 
blind by inventing a gadget to translate elec- 
tronic messages into instantaneous Braille? 

“In nations undergoing the difficult transi- 
tion to modern democracy...every aspect of 
public life tends to be politicized,” Randy 
David points out. "Thus, it is the utterances of 
politicians, rather than the achievements of 
artists, writers, teachers and scientists, that 
hog the publics attention.” 

"Take David's point a step further: The media 
area major bridge linking various sectors of so- 
ciety. So, what does this gridlocked, one-way 
traffic from politicians say about how we, in 
the press, do our jobs? 

Journalists are padlocked by their craft into 
a sound chamber, Louis Lyons would drill into 
editors at Harvard University's Nieman sabbat- 
icals. A babel of voices batters the journalist in 
the middle. They range from imperious voices 
to weak whimpers, rising voices and those fad- 
ing, shrill screams and modulated tones. 

"Learn to listen,” Lyons would say. “And out 
of this chaos, extract what is true, rele- 
vant—and significant. You must, at the same 
time, think for yourself. That's the only way 
you can serve those you write or broadcast 
foc" 

Daily the press must spike an overload of 
trivia. [t needs to focus limited resources on is- 
sues swirling beneath the obvious. These 
"deep-running currents’: include survive-or- 
perish issues from unacceptable infant mor- 
tality rates to irreversible damage to ecosys- 
tems. 

Politics spawns a surfeit of “instigative jour- 
nalism,” our critics claim. The Шйе of science 
reporting that exists is swamped by political 
trivia, says UP development communication 
professor Felix Librero. Why can't journalists 
do "for the science and technology field what 
the Philippine Center for Investigative Jour- 
nalism does very well for politics?” 

S&T reporting, however, is not a “black 
hole.” The Inquiter, for example, has a weekly 
two spread on science, medicine and technolo- 


ADRIAN QUINONES HAD A VERY INTERESTING 
ener in the Opinion section last week. It went: 
“Conrado de Quiros wondered aloud why we 
have lost the balls to go against a dicatorship. The 
answer is simple: We toppled a dictatorship before 
and had a chance to make real democracy work 
bur failed in the latter. For the majority who are 
роо, Ме under the dictatorship and what came 
after Edsa I made no difference. That news about 
"every day is a state of emergency for the poor ex- 
plains why" 

esa thought worth pondering. My own reac- 
tion to itis that while that may explain in part 
the frustration and cynicism that have creptinto 
the national psyche, it doesn’t put the problem 
to rest. In fact, it raises more questions than an- 
swers. 

То begin with, I don’t know that very many 
people will buy the premise that life for the poor 
during martial law and after Edsa 1 was pretty 
much the same. Or indeed more generally that 
the poor do not particularly care whether they 
live in a democracy or dictatorship. I do know 
that the poor got poorer materially and splritu- 
ally when Marcos declared martial law com- 
pared to before. Corruption and coercion were 
there long before martial law, but martial law 
raised the bar on them, stunting progress alto- 
gether. We are still reeling from its effects. 

1 do know as well that the whole nation 
breathed a sigh of relief when martial law was 
oves, the poor as much as the rich and middle 
class. The hope that things can be better is just 
as real to human beings, whatever their class or 
caste, as the tangibility of it. To think of the poor 
as idealists is to romanticize them, but to think 
of them as creatures that feel only hunger (and 
sex) pangs is to insult them. 

But 1 leave other readers to argue the point, 
As 1 said, the explanation raises only more com- 
plications, the answer only raises more ques- 
tions, The one question that immediately stares 
you in the face is: Why did we bungle the 
chance to make real democracy work? 

There are many theories about this, most of 


Trivia overloa 


n 
$ 


Juan І. Mercado A z“ 
E 24 


gy. Other papers have similar features. And in 
between no-brainer soaps, the broadcast me- 
dia come up with in-depth reports occasional- 
y 

Are these compartmentalized efforts ade- 
quate? 

S&T have been a full-blown news beat for 
decades in advanced countries, says Librero. 
The Christian Science Monitor, New York 
Times, Los Angeles Times, Time and 
Newsweek give full attention to these areas. 
“In the Philippines, its a bit different,” he says. 
Few science stories see print or are aired. 
"Probably we're not doing it right." 

Physicist Rommel Bacabac, for example, 
does not have Sen. Jinggoy Estrada's girth or 
strut. But this low-key 38-year Society of Di- 
vine Word brother crafted US National Space 
Agency experiments for zero-gravity effects on 
bones lofted into space by Soyuz. These have 
spin-off for osteoporosis and other bone dis- 
eases. 

Other talented Filipino scientists work in 
fields that impact on the daily lives of citizens. 
Dr. Jurgenne Primavera is a world authority on 
that most-threatened wetland resource: man- 
groves. Dr. Florentino Solon specializes in nu- 
trition in a country where malnutrition ushers 
more pre-school kids to early graves than in 
"poorer" countries, like Bangladesh or Kenya. 
Dr. Cesar Saloma of the UP Institute of Physics 
is probably the most published author in inter- 
nationally referred journals during the last five 
years. Astronomer Christopher Go of San Car- 
los University discovered a new red spot on 
Jupiter—an achievement recognized by Nasa. 

Yet, this work is given, at best, perfunctory 
attention by government. The Department of 
Science and Technology's allocation is one of 
the national government budgets midgets. 


Questions 


them we've heard about already over the years. 
One is that the replacement of Marcos did not 
turn ош to be his opposite but, if not a clone, at 
least a kindred spirit. Or Согу friends and rela- 
tions turned out no better than Marcos’ cronies. 
Or the new government failed to punish the ar- 
chiteets and torturers of martial law, thereby al- 
Jowing them to return. Or the new government 
waved the olive branch to those who had op- 
pressed the people and unsheathed the sword 
of war on those who had fought against it, 
thereby giving the seeds of true democracy bar- 
ren earth to fall on. 

All these explanations have their merit. But 
they also overlook something very fundamen- 
tal, which isthe role of the people init. Why on 
earth did we allow this to happen? Why did we 
not protest it to high heavens and do something 
about it? The answer is not very flattering. Be- 
cause we thought Edsa was not the beginning of 
things but the end of things. Because we 
thought we had done our part in overthrowing 
a dictatorship and so we could rest on our lau- 
rels and like veterans of a war talk about our ex- 
ploits while swigging beer in a bar. Because we 
thought our task was over so we could leave the 
task of building real democracy to our leaders 
while we sat back and looked on. Because we 
thought we could always rise to heroic heights 
in overthrowing a dictator and slink back to 
mediocre depths in building a democracy. And 
things would work out by themselves. 

What is real democracy? It is a system that is 
built not on a strong republic but on a strong peo- 
ple. Itisasystem that is built not on a government 
‘demanding to be obeyed but a people demanding 


‘And coverage by media reflects this shriveled 
ranking, 

Official blindness is one reason. The press is 
also hobbled by old structures. “Our ossified 
concepts of news beats obstruct the sustained 
coverage of significant events," Cebu's 2001 
Press Freedom Week pooled editorial asserted. 

"We need to report significance more consis- 
tently” it said. "We must point out conse- 
quences... And we need to discern what lies 
over the horizon. He who does not take note of 
what is distant,’ Confucius once pointed out, 
‘will find sorrows well at hand.” 

‘Another reason is an internal brain drain. 
‘Trained writers find better-paying jobs doing 
PR fluff for the entertainment industry, a Uni- 
versity of the Philippines study found out. Oth- 
ers ghost write for executives. Few sign up with 
the media where S&T have lower-drawer pri- 
orit. 

Lackofbackground compel some journalists 
to troll for 30-second "sound bytes." Few probe 
below surface utterances. 

“How tall is an abaca plant?” asked the re- 
porter parachuted in for the Southern Leyte 
mudslide. "And the cause was deforestation, 
right?” The flawed question signaled his next 
broadcast intro, facts or no facts. 

“Shallowness guts the soul of our craft,” the 
Cebu Daily News has pointed out. Superficiali 
ty results in lack of clarity and failure to influ- 
ence policy. 

Many also write in a dull manner. “Many 
writers remain steeped in the SWs...and harp 
on lengthy names of institutions or agencies as 
sources of stories,” Librero says. “Few look at 
leads that deal with outputs, results, or impact 
on the lives of people.” 

“Аз the 21st century awakens, science is 
creeping into every beat of journalists,” tearing 
down old, hand-me-down newsroom struc- 
tures, notes the study, “How The Press Covers 
Science.” “The journalist who can strike a bal- 
ance between technical correctness and read- 
ability isa rare breed." 

But those who succeed in cutting through 
political trivia and apply their skills to issues of 
real national concern can render a signal ser- 
vice. 


tobe heard. Iris system that is built noron leaders 
making it work for the people but on the people 
making it work for themselves. We failed to make 
democracy work for many reasons, but the most 
fundamental one is that we, the people, the citi 
zens, thought the business of making it work fell 
only on our leaders, not on us. 

The second question that Quiñones answer 
raises is: If we toppled a dictatorship but failed 
to build a real democracy after Edsa I—and in- 
deed after Edsa IL—why should the attitude be, 
“Тез give up"? Why shouldn't the atticude be, 
“Let's пу and try again until we succeed”? 

The second problem is related to the first. We. 
find itso easy to give up because we don't want 
to work for it in the first place. We repose the 
task of building a better world on our leaders 
and complain bitterly later that they are no bet- 
ter than the ogres they ve slain. Of course, they 
are, or will be, unless we prevent them from be- 
ing so. In this country more than anywhere else, 
power being a potent elixir for transformation 
imo ogre-hood. No vigilance, no freedom, No 
people power—in the real sense that it is exer- 
cised daily and not merely every 15 years—no 
democracy. 

Cassius was right: tis not in our stars but in 
ourselves that we are underlings. Only people 
who have worked so long and so hard and failed 
to achieve their goal have a right to feel frustrat- 
ed. People who leave the doing to others, feel- 
ing called upon to bestir themselves only now 
and then, deserve to be miserable, Only people. 
who have tailed every day of their lives to make 
the country better and failed to do so have a 
right to feel betrayed. People who have passport 
and visa in hand while staying around to wait 
and see, or who are just as willing to accept dic- 
tatorship as much as democracy, whichever 
does not require more work or sacrifice, deserve 
only oppression ога life of exile 

Genius is 99 percent perspiration and 1 per- 
cent inspiration, as Thomas Edison said. The re- 
verse isn't true, ts justa ready-made excuse for 
failure. 
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COMPARISON HAS BEEN MADE BETWEEN THE 
way barangay assemblies across the country were 
used to launch the "people's initiative" and the 
way "consensus" was forged during the martial 
Taw years to approve the Marcos constitution. In 
the latte, it was observed that raised hands were 
passed off as a plebiscite. One major difference, 
though, that has been ignored between these two 
assemblies is that during martial law, the media 
‘were not operating, whereas today the media are 
dominated by those who oppose Charter change 
and President Macapagal-Arroyo. The issues 
have been widely discussed all over the country 
and in fact the critics have dominated. 

Another point raised by Cha-cha critics is that 
local governments were mobilized to herd peo- 
ple to the assemblies and affix their signatures 
to the initiative petition. Some media belabored 
allegations that local leaders were funded to or- 
ganize the signing and that some signatures 
Were bought. But since when in this country did 
the citizenry, both in the urban and rural areas, 
ever assemble without being gathered, trans- 
ported and fed by political leaders? The opposi- 
Hon should know: they hire people for rallies 
which cost no less than P50 million when they 
are as big as those mounted in Makati. Even the 
Left provides transportation and food for its 
members. As to the signature buying, I wouldn't 
be surprised if this happened. Habits die hard, 
but that doesn’t make the initiative invalid. 

1 felt sad reading the remarks of senators like 
Juan Flavier which show such venom and vicious- 
ness toward Charter change. Flavier was quoted as 
saying that the Senate would scrutinize each and ev- 
егу signature, which would take two years. The sen- 
ators are circling the wagons, desperately fighting 
for survival, but 1 suspect that deep in their hearts 
they know that a parliamentary/unicameral shift is 
the only way to put our economy on the path to 
‘modernity, like our dynamic neighbors in Asia have 
done, and rescue our political system from the poi- 
soned atmosphere and the paralyzing and expensive 
gridlock between the two chambers of Congress. 
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GMA minced no words when she addressed 
the PMA graduates in Baguio: no more raps on 
the knuckles or push-ups. The message was de- 
livered clearly to the military as well as the new 
graduates joining them: those who staged a 
mutiny or attempted a coup would be dealt with 
severely under the Articles of War and other ap- 
plicable laws. It's a timely message directed par- 
ticularly to those with a messianic complex in 
the AFP As Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
bluntly put it, military officers have to accept the 
fact that when they chose to enter the military 
service, they forfeited their right to engage in 
any political exercise, except the right to vote. 
‘Those who want to act like politicians should 
first get out of the service. 

Thats the “stick” part of her message. The “car- 
rot” part pertains to efforts to modernize and re- 
form the military through an 8-10 year defense re- 
form program costing P40 billion. This fund, of 
which GMA has released an initial PS billion, will 
buy modern arms, equipment and supplies, аз well 
as helicopters with night-lying capabilities. Even- 
tually, more funds will be mobilized to acquire new 
planes and ships. But as in the news report the oth- 
er day about bigger spending in the P1-trillion bud- 
get for textbooks and other educational parapher- 
Talia and more medicines for the poor, the citizens’ 
apprehension is whether corruption could be 
checked in this huge military spending. If the AFP 
could do this even as it pushes to the final concu- 
Sion the prosecution of past and present personnel 
engaged in corruption, military adventurism would 
eventually die down. 


Long before I began writing about politics, I 
etiam Doe 
get depressed over our poisoned political 
i i muse on how much happier T would have 
been if I had stayed in that circle. Last week, I 
was on familiar grounds, attending the opening 
of the 60-year ret ive exhibit of renowned 
Filipino master Diosdado Lorenzo, covering his 
paintings from 1924 up to his death in 1984 
(catch it until April 24 at the CCP Main Gallery). 
Lorenzo pioneered in the development of mod- 
emarthere, training at the UP School of Fine Arts, 
Spain and Reale Academia di Belle Arti in Rome, 
‘where he met a beautiful Italian lady named Lina 
Paolini, who later became his wife. He also taught 
atthe UST School of Fine Arts for 26 years and will 
always be remembered along with the other great 
modemist pioneers: Victorio Edades, Carlos 
“Botong” Francisco and Galo Ocampo. They were 
among 13 “rebels” against the classical school 
‘who inspired several generations of artists, from 
Manansala in his student days to Jose Joya and 
* y 


The Lorenzo retrospective is, as CCP curator Sid 
Gomez Hildawa pointed ош, а "family reunion." The 
prominent Lorenzo family of Nueva Ecija, to whom 
most of the displayed works belong, shows his beau- 
tiful portraits of his wife and children, parents and 
other relatives. Also on display are landscapes of his 
native San Isidro in their rich tropical colors, his still 
lifes as well as portraits of rural and other working 
types, which art historian Eric Torres characterized 
as possessed of "deep in-he gut realism.” 

The retrospective is sponsored by among others, 
the Philippine Italian Association and the Office of 
the Mayor of San Isidro. Mayor Sonia Ramoso- 
Lorenzo, a niece-in-law of the painter said that 
from the CCB the е show will be 
brought to San Isidro in September, so that the 
townsfolk can truly appreciate their prominent na- 
tive son, "our cultural hero.” How I wish more of 
ош towns and cities will honor their favorite sons 
similarly so that their youths may draw inspiration 
from them. 


ү” is about People Power 


“SEE, MOM, IT WAS REALLY ALL ABOUT PEO- 
ple Power!” said my cheeky daughter as we 
walked out of the theater after а late-evening 
Screening of "V for Vendetta.” "Yes," 1 replied, 
"just that it was masked People Power!" 

‘We were talking of the film's last scene, where 
thousands of London citizens—summoned to the 
Houses of Parliament to witness the ultimate de- 
struction of this icon of British government, and 
consequently, of the birth of a “new day” for 
Britain—walk fearlessly through armed troops and 
tanks, all of them wearing a "V" mask and robes. 
My daughters chiding tone was because I had 
been resisting watching the movie for days, mainly 
because I was getting weary of watching movies 
based on comic books or graphic novels, and also 
because sitting through two hours watching a film 
where the hero wears a mask didn't seem to me a 
particularly productive use of my time. 

But | was wrong, because "V for Vendetta" deliv- 
ers not only two hours of entertainment, but also 
plenty of food for thought and refiection—espe- 
cially given what we Filipinos are going through 
right now. 

"Tm surprised they allowed it to be shown here, 
and at this time!” remarked another viewer who 
looked suspiciously like Fr. Tito Caluag, 5.7, whom 
Thumped into as we stood around outside the the- 
ater, An American reviewer was sufficiently im- 
pressed by the producers’ daring, remarking that 
masked insurgents are not what we expect from 
Warner's!” 

Based on a graphic novel by Alan Moore (illus- 
trated by David Lloyd), "У for Vendetta" is a politi- 
cal thriller and a provocative statement on present- 
day global politics in the guise of a futuristic sce- 
nario. The novel and movie are set in the near fu- 
ture, where the world has literally gone to the 
dogs. A civil war is playing out in the United States, 
where, after "America's War" in Iraq has run into а 
shambles and destroyed the economy, chaos and 
anarchy have taken over. In the UK, after a serious 
incident of bio-terrorism has driven the populace 
into panic, a "High Chancellor" has taken over, 
convincing the people that freedom is a small price 
to pay for security. 


Beyond revolutionary disi 


ALL REVOLUTIONS, IN THE END, TURN FROM 
euphoria to disillusion. In a revolutionary atmo- 
sphere of solidarity and self-sacrifice, people tend 
to think that when their victory is complete, par- 
adise on Earth is inevitable. Of course, paradise 
never comes, and—naturally—disappointment 
follows. 

‘That seems to be the case in Ukraine today, as its 
people prepare to vote for a new parliament a little 
more than a year after their successful Orange 
Revolution. 

Post-revolutionary disillusion, especially after 
the revolutions against communism—and_ in 
Ukraine's case, revolution against post-commu- 
nism—is rooted in psychology. New circumstances 
imposed new challenges for most people. Former- 
ly the state decided everthing, and many people, 
particularly in the middle and older generation, 
began to see freedom as a burden, because it en- 
tailed continuous decision-making. 

Т have sometimes compared this psychological 
ennui to my own post-prison situation: for years, I 
yearned for freedom, but when 1 was finally re- 
leased, 1 had to make decisions all the time. Con- 
fronted suddenly with many options every di 
опе starts to feel a headache, and sometimes un- 
consciously wants to return to prison. 

This depression is probably inevitable. But, on а 
societal scale, it is eventually overcome, as new 
generations grow up. Indeed, 15 years after the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union, a new cat 
seems underway, and Ukraine's Orange Revolu- 
tion was part of that. 

As Ukraine so clearly shows, the process of self 
liberation from communism was, by definition, as- 
sociated with a gigantic privatization, Naturally, 
members of the old establishment, with their in- 
side knowledge and connections, gained much of 
the privatized property. 

"This "inevitable" process poisoned political life 
and the media, which led to a strange state of limit- 
ed freedom and a Mafia-like environment. The 
shadings differed from country to country in the 
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AMID the repression and seeming complacency 
in Britain, a mysterious revolutionary suddenly 
shows up and throws the authorities into a tail- 
spin. "V^ (voiced by Hugo Weaving) evokes im- 
ages of Guy Fawkes, the 16th century subver- 
sive who was executed after he was apprehend- 
ей attempting to blow up the Houses of Parlia- 
‘ment. ("Guy Fawkes Day" is still observed every 
Nox. 5 in Britain.) 

"V" systematically executes key members of 
the ruling party and begins a campaign to incite 
a popular uprising. Then he encounters Evey 
(Natalie Portman), the daughter of an insurgent 
couple who disappeared after they were picked 
‘up by authorities, who has adopted anonymity 
asa way of life but is forced into an alliance with 
E 

‘Who is "V?" And where will he stop? The task 
of unmasking the revolutionary falls on a Lon- 
don detective (Stephen Rea), who unwittingly 
wanders into a conspiracy far more sinister and 
complicated than he can imagine. 

It's said that Moore, who wrote the original 
novel in the middle of the 1980s as a dig against 
the conservative reign of Margaret Thatcher, 
has distanced himself from the film adaptation, 
which was “updated” to reflect current affairs 
by the producers, the Wachowski brothers of 
“Matrix” fame. This is sad, since the "new" "V 
for Vendetta” succeeds in melding present-day 
politics with more universal themes. 

1 WONT be surprised if our own "People Power" 
revolution provided Moore and the filmmakers a 
measure of inspiration. There's something uncan- 
ny and touching about watching otherwise “ordi- 


WoRLD 
View 


Václav Havel 


post-communist world, but the new generations ris- 
ing in these societies now seem to be fed up with i. 

Ukraine's Orange Revolution, as well as Geor- 
gia's Rose Revolution, seems to confirm this. While 
revolutions in the late 1980s and early 1990s were 
directed against totalitarian communist regimes, 
nowadays they aim to get rid of this Mafia-type 
post-communism. 

But to make the change irreversible, a truly in- 
dependent and incorruptible judiciary В essential, 
‘Too often in politically connected cases, suspicions 
and charges of wrongdoing are not pursued to an 
unambiguous conclusion. This is understandable: 
the communist justice system was manipulated to 
serve the regime, and thousands of judges cannot 
be replaced overnight. 

‘Although it is clear that a return to the old Soviet 
Union is not possible, some blame Russian influence. 
for the disillusion in Ukraine. Yes, there are some 
alarming elements in Russian policy, mostly be- 
cause Russia has never really known where it begins 
and where it ends. It either owned or dominated 
many other nations, and now it is only, with grudg- 
ing reluctance, dealing with the loss of them all. 

Some of Russian President Vladimir Putin's 
statements seem to recall the Soviet era with nos- 
talgia. Indeed, he recently called the disintegration 
of the Soviet Union a tragic mistake. But Soviet 
nostalgia has far more to do with Russia's tradi- 
tional Great Power ambitions than with commu- 
nism. Russia, I believe, should clearly say—and the 
international community should clearly say to 
Russia—that it has defined borders that will not be 


nary’ Britons sitting up in reaction to “V's” extraor- 
пату televised message of revolution and re- 
demption, and then disappearing from their 
homes on the night that "V" calls on them to fill up 
the streets, leaving the High Chancellor no audi- 
ence to listen to his own televised address. Wasn't 
that what happened 20 years ago, as we responded 
to Jaime Cardinal Sin and Butz Aquino, and again 
in 2001 as text messages lured us to the Edsa 
Shrine? What if we all showed up on Edsa again, 
but this time dressed in black capes and wigs, 
wearing a metal mask of a smiling Guy Fawkes? 

“People should not be afraid of their govem- 

ments. Governments should be afraid of their peo- 
ple,” "V" reminds us. What if we got over our fear 
and apathy and found the courage once more to 
stand up for freedom and truth? There's something 
bittersweet about watching an onscreen homage to 
‘our history of "People Power,” knowing full wel that 
that legacy has of late been pooh-poohed and derid- 
ed, its early demise pronounced by people who are. 
doing their best to kil its spirit and meaning. 
I DONT know how Britons felt watching the 
Houses of Parliament, including the iconic Big 
Ben, being blown up in a spectacular explosion 
onscreen. But apparently, the scene was not 
enough to turn off American moviegoers, who 
‘catapulted “V for Vendetta” to No. 1 in the box- 
office over the weekend, earning $25.6 million 
inits debut. 

Reviewers said the movie could well be about 
contemporary Britain, the US and even Aus- 
tralia, where conservative из have 
kept their hold on political power mainly by 
feeding on the fear of "others" like immigrants, 
Muslims, gays and other "deviants." It certainly 
feels like (25 about this country, where lists of 

"subversives" and "conspirators" 

abound, and where officials take turns creating 

scenarios and placating various sectors 

with price slashes and wage benefits. And where 

Marcosian barangay assemblies are being held 
to win "popular" approval of Charter change. 

Or maybe we're just reading what we want to 
read from a simple movie. 


Ilusion 


questioned, because disputed borders lie at the 
core of most conflicts and wars. 

On the other hand, І don't want to demonize 
Putin. He may lower oil prices for someone close 
to him, like Belarus’ dictator Alexander 
Lukashenko, and insist on a market price for some- 
one else, but that’s basically all he can do. I don't 
envision any serious conflict beyond that. 

The promise of Western integration is one rea- 
son that conflict seems impossible, for it is a ques- 
tion of geography as much as shared values and 
culture. Ukraine belongs to a united European po- 
litical entity; the values that Ukraine endorses and 
that are embedded in its history are European to 
the core. 

The Czech experience shows that implementing 
allof the European Union's norms so as to be ready 
to qualify for membership takes some time. But in 
principle, Ukraine can succeed as well 

Much the same is true for Ukraine and Nato. 
Partnerships based on shared rules, standards and 
values are the heartbeat of modern security. More- 
over, Nato in a way defines the sphere of a civiliza- 
tion, which of course doesn’t mean that Natos 
community is better than any other. But its a com- 
munity that is good to belong to—provided that 
people want it and that it makes historical sense 
forthem. 

Nato membership carries obligations, because. 
situations may arise—and we have already experi- 
enced them—when Nato follows a United Nations 
appeal and conducts an out-of-area military inter- 
vention where, for example, genocide is being 
committed. In other words, Nato membership, like 
EU membership, comes at a price. However, 1 
think that the advantages far outweigh any possi- 
ble disadvantages. S 

1: is up to Ukrainians to decide this for them- 
selves and thus overcome post-revolutionary disil 
lusion. —Project Syndicate 


Václav Havel is a former president of the Czech 
Republic, 


са 
My turn 


WHEN 1 WAS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, I ONLY GOT P2 
for my daily allowance. This wasn't during the “good old 
days" when a caramel candy cost one centavo, mind you. 
This was already during the early 1990s, when all an octago- 
nal coin could buy were four Halls candies. I always brought 
packed lunch and snacks to school, and very rarely could 1 af- 
ford to buy my favorite fruit shake at the canteen. It wasn't 
because parents 
were unkind, they 
were simply frugal 
cout of necessity. 

As a kid, I would 
eat oatmeal during 
recess, while all my 
classmates bought 
chips and soft 
drinks at the school 
canteen. I didnt 
mind it too much 
because I knew our 
family wasn't well-off. Besides, I liked oatmeal. 

But I didn't always have oatmeal. Sometimes it would 
be a peanut butter and jelly sandwich; other times it 
‘would be spaghetti. 

Some of my classmates often made fun of me, and I 
couldn't blame them. It was dorky to stay in the classroom 
and eat out of a Tupperware bowl during recess. 

It was an emotional hell growing up in a school where 
everybody else seemed to come from a wealthy family. 1 
can still remember how embarrassed 1 would be when 1 
couldn't donate a kilo of rice for our out-reach campaigns, 
not because I didn't want to but because we had nothing to 
spare. My classmates looked at me as if were an irrespon- 
sible, uncaring jerk. But how could I give away rice when 
we barely had enough at home? М 

When we were in sixth grade, 1 did not sign up for the 
review classes for the National Elementary Aptitude Test 
(NEAT) because they weren't being offered for free: My 
dad believed it was a waste of hard earned money to pay 
for the review. He reasoned that the school shouldn't 
charge us for something that was supposed to be their re- 
sponsibility. If the teachers were doing a good job prepar- 
ing us for high school, then the review was unnecessary. I 
myself was confident that I could pass the exam without 
attending the review classes, so 1 didn't mind. Besides, I 
said to myself, could review on my own. 

But the school did mind. Maybe the school officials 
thought it wouldn't do the school any good if one of their 
students flunked the NEAT. So they let mie attend the re- 
view classes for free. 

As it turned out, I didn’t need to take the NEAT after all. 
My name wasn’t drawn from the pool of examinees. My 
dad was right, it would have been a waste of money had he 
agreed to pay for the review classes. 

High school came as a huge relief. I transferred to a 
school where I finally felt 1 belonged. My classmates 
weren't rich. It was okay to say out loud that I didn't have 
any money (it would have caused an uncomfortable si- 
lence if I said that in my old school). We were equal. Ош 
family wasn't the only one that was hard-pressed for mon- 
ey. I wasn't the only one who made promissory notes so I 
could get an examination permit. 1 wasn't the only one 
who couldn't afford a new uniform every school fea.” 

In fact, I soon began to realize that I was one of the 
lucky few. I was lucky because, unlike some of my class- 
mates, I didn't have to walk all the way to school from 
home. I was lucky because we always had food on the 
table. I was lucky because my parents tried their best to 
make both ends meet. 

And how hard they tried! I know they have had to make 
many sacrifices for my brothers and me, My dad had to 
leave the comfort of home to try his luck abroad. He has 
been working away from us for six years and I have yet to 
hear him complain. My mom had to endure working un- 
der a mean boss just so my brothers and I could go to 
school. 

‘Today, a few weeks before graduation, I think about 
how much I owe my parents. A stranger asked me once, 
"Why do parents obligate their first-born to help in the 
family's expenses?” I couldn't give him an answer then, 
but I can say now that it isn't about out of obligation that 
their children do so but out of respect and gratitude. 

When! go up the stage in April, I will remember that it 
was my mom and dad who made it all possible. Now, it's 
my turn. f] can find a job, thatis. 


Younc BLoop 


Angeli Verzosa 
Sobreperia 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome. contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Ed.. 


Angeli Verzosa Sobrepefia, 20, is a development. journal- 
ism student at the University of the Philippines Los Baños. 


A blank diploma 


Jannell R. Cajote 


A FRIEND TOLD ME THAT IT'S VERY SELDOM THAT 
schools give out real diplomas to their graduates during 
commencement exercises. Usually, what a graduate gets is a 
blank diploma—a blank bond paper, rolled up and tied with 
a ribbon. After that, the graduate is off to the real world in 
search of new horizons. 

Blank diplomas are probably given out because the real 
ones could get mixed up during the distribution ceremony, 
leading to confusion among the graduates. But to me it 
seems very symbolic that the diplomas are blank, for that is 
exactly what a graduate's future is. It is blank because he 
himself must write his own future. It is for him to decide 
what to write on it, when to begin and when to stop. 

А blank diploma thus symbolizes the graduate's freedom 
to choose his future. He may choose to write on it. He may 
color it. He may draw on it. He may fold it. And he may tear it 
up and throw it away Just like any other piece of paper, that 
blank diploma can be crumpled, torn or discarded, accord- 
ing to one's wishes. 

“Just like that blank diploma, our future can be empty 
or colorful, depending on how we want it to be and what. 
we want it to be. That blank diploma signifies one's free- 
dom to pursue one’s future. And so, when a graduate gets 
that piece of paper, he should hold it carefully, because it 
is not an ordinary piece of paper but it represents our to- 
morrow. 

“This is dedicated to the millions of Filipino students who 
will be marching on stage to receive their hard-earned diplo- 
mas. 


Jannell R. Cajote, 27, is a lecturer at the socials sciences de- 
partment of De la Salle University-Dasmarifias. 
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Half-truth about bangus fry production ` i 


TD LIKE TO MAKE THIS REAC- Our country has been import- While all inputs to aquaculture ernment ever consider this? 
tion to the news report “Bangus fu- ing an estimated 1.5 billion ban- have skyrocketed, the price of —JIMMY K. MONTALVO, 
els Dagupan economy” (PDI, gus fry from Indonesia annually bangus fry has shrunk (because of alternate representative, 
3/25/06), specifically, that por- to the prejudice of local importation) to 50 percent of Bangus Hatchery Sub-Sector, 
tion which stated: "The BFAR has hatcheries and wild fry gatherers what it was five to six years ago. Bangus Council 
established hatcheries in the (marginalized fisherfolk). In oth- This combination of high-priced of the Philippines, x 
provinces to sustain milkfish fry er words, six out of every 10 inputs and low market price of geemeóSGyahoo.com — $5 
production year-round.” This is pieces of the bangus we eat аге bangus has caused crippling loss — — — — — — Tes 
only halé-true, and Idon't mean to ` grown from imported fry. (That is es to the hatchery industry? I My story merely reported that fiksan 
take away anything from the what sustaining the bangus in- can't even begin to imagine how the BFAR had established 
achievements of the Bureau of dustry means?) many thousands of marginalized hatcheries to sustain milkfish fry 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. This isso because BFAR hasal- fisherfolk have been deprived of production; not that BFAR's pro- 
While it’s true that the BFAR has lowed unrestricted importations their seasonal income because of duction of bangus fry was enough 
established a few hatcheries, the of bangus in the past four years, this. to sustain the need of the whole in- 
claim that these hatcheries will thus practically killing all local Very disheartening ‘indeed! dustry. Secondly, BFAR's interim 
sustain milkfish production is out- initiatives to develop our: hatch- Government policy (or the ab- executive director, Dr Westly 
ragequsly erroneous and smacks егу industry. In fact, three of the sence of an effective one) has Rosario, quoting the agricultural 
of irresponsible reporting, seven known private commer- killed the goose (the hatchery in- attaché of Indonesia, said the 
Did the reporter ever bother ta cial hatcheries have already gi dustry) that could have laid the Philippines imports only about 
check how much fry these BFAR en up on the business because of golden eggs and insured self-suf- 500 million fry from that country, aoe A 
hatcheries produce? m willing losses brought about by the ef- ficiency in our supply of bangus not 1.5 billion, as claimed by Mon- M 
to ber that their production is not fectsofimportation.Severaloth- fry This, after considering the talvo. s LAVAS КА! 
even, anywhere close to one per- ers who wanted to invest in the fact that fry cost is a mere 3 per. — —YOLANDASOTELO-FUERTES, pic 


cent of our country’s national fry enterprise have shelved their centS percent of the cost of correspondent, 57 


requirement! plans. growing bangus. Or did the gov. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau aS NI 795 


Я т E “on, UA ма 
Unfit for publication in a national newspaper Premature MONSTRATORS gather at the People Power monument to 
БЫШ demand the ouster of President Arroyo. 
ANGELIQUE VILLARAZAS ARTI- preciatethis? Bangkal, Makati City 
Че, "The modem mistress,” (PDI, On one hand, we bemoan the . .. GMA has the heart of Pharaoh 
е Ут) would have been beter high number of broken families The artide wes written in а 1 QUESTION THE ACTION OF : Р 
placed in а magazine that targets andtheirimpact on society; onthe tongue-in-cheek manner. It was not ABS-CBN in undermining the THERE IS REASON TO CON- bondage, until after God inflict- 
adults and “sophisticated” readers. other, we find articles that glamor- supposed to be treated as a guide on findings of the Department of Jus- clude that Gloria Macapagal-Ar- ed several plagues on his coun- 
and ens veo my ize and even seem to encourage Becoming а mistress. The article Ое panel which investigated the Toyo has lost her heart and soul, ty, Й P5 
deese My Tenis newspapers Women to "ше а married man came out in our Valentine special PhilSpors Arena stampede last and her senssofshame. The fact is the Philippines is 
Gn Weekends 1 find it disturbing away from the comfort and stabili- and was published on thesame page month. Think of these: now being ravaged by disasters 
that objectionable articles like Vil- ty of home, wife and kids.” ar Webs on "Brokeback Mowe,  Idoubt the motive of ABS-CBN Eighty percent of the people like the floods of Mindoro, the 
laraza's get published precisely оп Lastly I would like to ask ifitis_ tain” and stalking. That page wasa їп prematurely questioning the don't like her How can she face “Wowowee” stampede at the 
даур iishardencughtoraise now OK to print "EK? As in commentary of sorts on atypical re- impartiality of the National Bu- with honor and. dignity people PhilSports Arena, and the land- 
(ids nowadays without exposing "Fk me shoes"? I may be a bit latinships We apologize fhe art- reau of Investigation whose only эзиз aliar,acheatanda slide in Southern Leyte. It is 
them to “disagreeable” ideas. old-fashioned, but words like cle has offended your sensibilities. task was to complete the docu- thief? But she seems to relish all hoped that, by the same token, 
нае way thearticle these used tobe printed with alot The Ingumer does not allow the ments needed to begin a prelimi- these tags like a breakfast fare. GMA wili give up the presidency. 
miedo portray the fe ofa mis. of asterisks, Does the INQURER use of that fourletter word. It was пагу investigation. Even if proba. She even brags thatshe isthe best fh ab alleged, itis true that she 
Wess as а worthy aspiration for haveanewstandard? !hope not! ал unfortunate lapse in copy-edit- ble cause was established, this did person to lead the nation. lied, cheated and stole to win the 
women, Do female readers ap- “ENRICO HIDALGO, ing by the elders of Super!—Ed. not mean that those charged had She has become heartless, in- 2004 election, she has already 
been found guilty. sensitive and heedless ofthe peo- forfeited her spiritual gift of liv 
i "A panel that was created earlier, рї sufferings. Instead of using ing an eternally happy life with 
Death penalty is cruel and morally unacceptable headed by Interior Undersecre- peoples money to uplift their God; for she has disobeyed at 
tary Marius Corpus; found the of- miserable condition, she uses least two injunctions ofthe Scrip- 
THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE one's life except God. Every per- based on her Catholic convic- ficials of ABS-CBN liable for negli- more and more of it for her рег. ture: “It isa sin to lie" and “Don't 
news story titled “CBCP backs re- son has the right to change his life tions. gence. The DOJ, however, found sonal benefit, leaving less and covet thy neighbor's goods.” 


peal, of death penalty” (PDI, completely for the better. 1 can see that she was sincere its report incomplete for purposes less for the poor. Even if Christian —PEDRO б. ORILLE, 
}У23/06) 1 wish to congratulate Capital punishment is not ade- when she made the assurance, of looking into the criminal re- Barnard were to come back to president, 


the Catholic Bishops Conference terrent to the most heinous and she cant afford to lose the sponsibility of the concerned par. life, he would not be able ro soft- Agoo Senior 
of the Philippines’ Episcopal Com- crimes. And itis cruel and unusual trust of the people in her. ties. The DOJ asked the NBI to en the hardened heart of GMA. Citizens Association, 
mission on Prison Pastoral Care punishment. The Church deemsit 1 urge Filipinos to redouble complete the factual inquiry. Her heart replicates that of the Senior Citizens Center, 
for convincing President Macapa- morally unacceptable. Instead of their efforts to convince the earth- = Those charged will be given „Pharaoh of Egypt, who refused to Rizal Park Compound, 
gal-Arroyo thet the death penalty discouraging the commission of ly powers that they have no right theirday incourtto proclaim their “release the Israelites from Азоо, La Union 
faw should be repealed. The Presi- murder, capital punishment bru to arrogate unto themselves God's innocence, but to claim bias at this 
dent has vowed to work for that.1 talizes societies. exclusive authority to take away heir ч linn} 
admire, her for that decision. | 1 know that the assurance of human life. аре оранче саа Sunny Philippines, 
strongly support the decision as the President to abolish capital Let us support efforts in repeal- = 1 
7 in Presiden 1o abolish шш шшр Тай бе member of esos seen beyond the angst 
ill be h ifeis lot of eriticis Е ч 

Pts e сыш сы Чама буй хит най cand MY HEARTELT HAMS FOR A sare urave to many ofti es 
Hees rae рії University, раг on its decision to file the ap- refreshing and informative write- that 1 have not seen before or 
ап айу material thing. No опе of changing her mind. But, I firm- Corrales Extension, оше cases if they are war- up. I'm referring to the column of have taken for granted while 
Jus фе suthority touhe some- Iy believe that her decision. is CagayandeOroCHy ranted by the circumstances. The Augusto Villalon titled "Viaje del growing up there. 
truth must come out ifonly toen- Sol, sunny tour of Filipino her- Тһе country, indeed, has тапу 
TF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and photos by the In- | sure that those who died are ас. каве? (PDI, 3/13/06) gems tucked away in unpreten- 
quirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner | corded justice. I hope that J am an expat living in the Пош and pristine locales, only to 
os “ oe Pues City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- | through the process, we will United States for 34 years, al. be discovered by those who see 
sadvocate@ inquirer.com.p i z le ippis be ji 

О Теш to th editor are requested to include their complete address and telephone or pager | kagedy jafo esi Шы ш ктун nea = era eal 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such in- АЕ RODANTED.MARCOLETA, do return to our country at least -MEG PANGILINAN HIGGINS, 
formation petted. Alagad Party List once every 4-5 years, making meghigg@yahoo.com 
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Mt. Province execs seek stop to war 


E Л o 1 condemning the conflict. former Sagada mayor, said. Bontocin Mt. Provinceand in Abra, in Mt. Labayan and Mt, Datakan. 
ВАСО eem 4 E СОП К ue "The statement was read asa pas- Тһе INQUIRER called the North- Оп March 10, an NPA unit am- Killip said the Army launched a 
rovince has called for a stop to the ongoing fight- toral letter in Catholic and Anglican em Luzon Command (Nolcom) bushed an Army convoy in Baran- bigger operation in Mt. Province 
ing between government soldiers and communist dea aie taU for reaction, but а най member ру gw een Sagada and afier suspected NPA rebels raided 
n 5 В It was sis ayors said it has yet to issue a statement. пос е government troop an letachment in Manka- 
rebels in four Mt. Province towns, saying the CON- Katong (Bontoc), Bart Guzman — However, the Nolcom con- decided ro pullon omthearea, Н yan, Benguet on Feb. 10. 
flict has deprived people access to their fields, (Bess), Roberto Beaten (Sagada) firmed that the Army's Sth In- ‘After the ambush, more military ^ Two soldiers and a govemment 
forests, pasturelands and watersheds UG cabino Ganggangan(Sadange), fantry Division has been conduct- troops were deployed and the fight- militiaman were kiled in that attack. 
25 2 Presidential Assistant for Cordillera ingtheoperationintheprovince. ingintensiedwihaisiesinBe- Тһе peace council members said 
The council, composed of may- in the boundaries where the livi- Thomas Kilip, barangay officials The fighting between goverment sao, Abra, Sagada and Bowne. imer-village trading is disrupted due 
ors raigious leaders, community hood ofthe residents hasbeen ёв. and atholicand Anglican priests. без and rebels stared in the fist Military encampmes and pa- to fear of being caught in the cross- 
leaders and elders from the towns rupted due to the fighting. The affected residents them- week of March with the deployment trols have been reported in fire. The villagers are virtually living 
leaders апа ара, Bontoc and ^ Ina statement sent to the IN- selves requested the pullout ofthe of soldiers and the launching of ат Barangay Lamag in Quirino wn P fear with the escalation of the 
Sadanga, ай іп Mt. Province, is quier, the council said it was military because their livelihood is _strikesin the forested areas withinthe in Ilocos Sur, in Barangays Dan- fighting, they said. Desiree Caluza; 
pressing for peace especially with- joining the affected residents in being disrupted," Thomas Killip, a danac and Tamboan in Besao and PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
ROUNDUP  .: 


Iloilo execs 7 : Hed ИЕ 
warn of crop -— 5 M 121) suspect in mayor’s slay falls 


а р |. TANDAG, Surigao del Sur—A former New People's Army (NPA) rebel was. 
dis aster as ы: à FEE. arrested after boasting during a drinking spree on Friday about his partici- 
= я pation in the 2003 killing of Mayor Joel Brillantes of Monkayo, Compostela. 

= SES Ы 2 am Valley. One of his drinking buddies in Barangay Sumo-Sumo, Tago town, 

bu: gs invade Е immediately informed police about Cirilo Engrova's declaration. Supt. 
‘Arthur Sanchez, provincial police deputy director, said Engrova, 41, of 
Bayabas town, resisted arrest. Police seized from him a .45 | cal. pistol. Bril- 
By Nestor P. Burgos jr. lantes was shot and killed inside the Matina cockpit in Davao City. His death 
PDI Visayas Bureau = жаз believed to be related to mining operations in Mt. Diwata, where his 
] company still operates. Bert Pacate, PD! Mindanao Bureau 

ILOILO CITY—AGRICULTURE AND 


focal government officials in Tolo # || Fire survivors get shelter 

have warned of the possible spread ~ 2 -— | | COTABATO CITY—Social welfare officals in the Autonomous Region in 

of the rice black bug that could de- B | Muslim Mindanao have turned over 85 core shelters to victims of a fire in 

Stroy hundreds of hectares of rice- 3 ; Malabang, Lanao del Sur in 2003. The victims live in Barangays Banday and 

fields in Iloilo province. A Chinatown, considered among the poorest areas of the town. Sambay Sali 
pup sre ; : Suwaib, administrative ал finance division chief of the regional Depart- 

атир е \ E f ment of Social Welfare and Development, said other survivors would re- 

ape aa К ЕЯ = сае core shelters. Samson Gogo, regional information chief, said the 

ricefields in Barangays Pinantan ; S > ‘Army's engineering battalion built the housing units. Social Welfare Region- 

ee oe A z> ч al Secretary Ruby Sahali said the units cost P3.4 million. 

‘Aiuy town and in Barangay Ba- E У 7 Jeoffrey Maitem and Charlie Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

запа прен а. = istry d Indian killed in Cavite 

Pech enn dim е : з CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—An Indian businessman was Killed when he 

h ledo Рази di эне чы E * T tried to fight back two suspected robbers in Bacoor, Cavite on Friday night. 

ectares of ricefields would be а! Fe = & Cavite police director Senior Supt. Benjardi Mantele said Balbir Singh, 52, of 

fected ifthe spread of the infesta- 3 Imus town, was on his way home on a Honda XRM motorcycle at around. 

tion was not stopped. А S Y А 7:30 p.m. after collecting money from his loan business when the armed теп 
Tloilo province is the country's \ \ = —€— F blocked his path. When the victim refused to give his money, he was shot. 

second biggest rice producer with - ry Mantele said residents brought the victim to a nearby hospital where he was 

a total production of 690,269 declared dead on arrival. Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 

metric tons last year. 


The rice black bug (Scotino- $ A = Summer job for students 
phara coarctata), also known as 


the Malaysian black bug, attacks аат ае 
rice stems and yam. It infests ће | Р иав 
bases of rice stems and drains Employment of Students (SPES) 
them of sap, causing the plants to 4 under the Department of Labor and 
weaken. The stalks eventually % Employment. Labor regional direc- 
wither (bug burn) and die. tor Alex Maraan said his agency had 
в S allotted some P5.9 milion to pro- 
Reduction of production 4 die summer obs to student n co- 
Toledo said areas affected ordination with local government 
could suffer a reduction of pro- units and private firms in Bicol. Un- 
duction from 60 to 80 percent. der the program, 40 percent of the wages of the students vill be shouldered 
‘The Department of Agriculture by the department and the remainder, by the hiring LGU or business compa- 
is still determining how the bugs ny. Maraan said the LGUs’ Public Employment Services Offices are facilitat- 
managed to infest the ricefields of ing the program in their localities. Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
lloilo. 


Toledo said the bugs can easily | HATS OFF N ERA umano Canadian-funded projects 
be transported because they are | Graduates of the Philippine Military Academy throw their hats into. е air during graduation 
nocturnal insects nacte to | ceremonies at the PMA grounds in Baguio City. LEGAZPI CITY—Canadlan Ambas- 
bright lights. sador Peter Sutherland arrived here 
M ES hace A March 25 on an inspection visit to 
pond iy sut viris mel las А А : F Canadian-funded projects in Albay. |n с 
lighted vehicles,” Toledo told the Factory spills toxic waste into river зонта 
lingua па telephoneinterview craft Producers Association which 
Signs of infestation were first мт": К 
ааг Ajuy and Sara in the LUCENA CITY—WORKERS FROM mess and prevent further spread Fiegalan said the solidified Jeep ean bad га z 
Second week of this month, said the soap factory that spilled chemi- to the unaffected areas,” Fiegalan waste had covered atleast SOme- рот He also visited the potable wa- 
Toledo, cal waste into the Alitao River here said after inspecting the site Sun- ters of the Alitao River. fer system project of the Malinao 
He said detecting and stopping аге racing against time to contain day afternoon : The main cooking tank of the Disabled Persons Development Inc. in Barangay Balza, Malinao town. Earlier, 
the spread ofthe Black bugs are thespread ofthe toxicby-product. | However, the DENR maintained soap factory suffered а leak Fri- Sumerand met with members of the Metro Naga Chamber of Commerce and 
the spread ofthe black bugs ате Sording to Melvin Fegalan, thatthe effort of Wiliam King, the day evening, resulting in the flow IusryandineNagaCiy Investment Promotion Board In Neon or аи 
ricefields at night. stafferofthe Quezon DENR-Envi- soap factory owner, was still not of chemical waste into the river. investment and trade tie-ups. Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
The bugs have a maximum ronment Management Bureau enough to prevent the flow of liq- “The plant owner could have pre- 5 
height of 89 millimeters anda Ше (EMB), the owner of CDK Soap шебей chemical downstream. venied theextofthechemialwase Bomb threat at Justice Hall 
span of 200 days (5-6 months). Industry sent plant workers to re- ‘Wee afraid thatthe spread ofthe бот the plant compound. But he BATANGAS CITY—Terror gripped the Hall of Justice here on Thursday fter an 
‘They are capable of producing 680 cover the solidified white ‘and chemical bas already reached the did not do anything. The damage employes of the city prosecutor’ office received a bomb threat from an uniden- 
eggs each during their life span. brownish foamy substance float- downstream parts of the river Were hasbeen done,” said Fiegalan. tified caller. City police chief Supt. Nilo Anzo said about 300 employees scam- 
ing on the water. Tunning against time to minimize the Тһе investigating group found pered out of the building upon learning of the threat. The Air Forces Explosive 
Main concerns “ft seems that the factory own- environmental damage,” he said. that the flow of waste exited from Ordnance Division unit from Fernando Air Base in Lipa City was immediately 
Toledo said one of their main ег has initiated his own river Тһе chemical spillage has already ‘asmall channel inside the factory dispatched to check on the supposed bomb planted inside the building. Provin- 
concerns is how to prevent the clean-up to contain the spread of flowed downstream to connect with compound leading to the road cial administrator Ronaldo Geron said such occurrence was common inthe 
bugs rom laying eggs and control the water pollution. Thats the Iyam Rives, one C the two main side canal just outside the plant Най of Justice, but Gov. Armando Sanchez ordered stricter Implementation of 
its spread. first move in containing any type rivers flowing along both sides ofthe premises. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI security measures in ай government buildings in the province. 
‘The DA has issued guidelines of hazardous spillage—clean the city toward Tayabas Bay Southern Luzon Bureau Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
to farmers and local government 
officials and agencies on how to 


KEETE? Small miners take up arms to resist crackdown 


Among the measures being un- 
deraken is the putting up of BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA оѓ armed elements in the area, I communities уу шїп explosives for their oper- not aware of the small-scale 
ght traps" which captures the —Small miners who are conduct- suppose these are miners who Mangaoang said they had in ations. mining act, which they can use 
train fannelshaped containers ing gold panning operations in a can afford (to buy frearms),” he tended to bring in military and Те peri has already asan option instead of engaging 
by attracting them to bright remote village in upland Kasibu said. police personnel to drive out caused the death of an Ifugao in something that is illegal.” 
lights. amos еткеп ир ams map. ‘The task force was formed about 300 small miners fron.. ће miner due to a dynamite blast in said Sr. Meni Eden Orlino, di- 
‘The DA has also advised farm- parent anticipation of a military last month to curb the rampant arca. late December 2005. recess of the Church-based 
erat DA has also advised far, шып against them, a min small mining in Dinkidi Hill in The miners were composed of Тће gold rush has aho at. Dior Social Action Commis- 
Gugsusuallystayandlayeggs.Af ing official here confirmed оп Didipio, site of the proposed Didipio villagers and residents tracted villagers as well as sionhere. 
ter harvest, ricefields should also Monday. large-scale mining project of from as far as Mugao and strangers, which they blamed Peter Duyapat, a village of- 
be "immediately plowed and Јеттуза! Mangaoang, region- Australasian Philippines Mining Benguet. for the increase in robbery cas- ficial, said small miners have 
Pe ded with water to kill the al director of the Mines and Inc. (APMI), an Australian com- "We'll have to stop them esthere. trooped to the site following 
bugs’ eggs. Geosciences Bureau in Cagayan pany. (small-scale miners), then we Ви antimining groups ob. rumors that the APMI was set 
gS CBE. ove also been ad- Valley said concerns oversecu- "Since 1994, АРМІ, formerly will secure the area so they jected to the planned use of to start its operations this 
wies De thetderopping rity prompted officials to defer Climax Arimco Mining Corp., can no longer go back,” he soldiers | and policemen year. 
tobreak the life cycle ofthe bug. the clearing operation which a has been intending to conduct said. against the small-scale min- — "They believe that 
e aed aps are reis- multi-sectoral task force was alarge-scale mining operation Local officials have expressed ers fearing that the situation they—not a foreign compa- 
tanto commercial peaicides but get to launch last month against for gold and copper on Dinkidi alarm over the haphazard mim “might escalate into a bigger ny—should reap the wealth of 
{ant отпей wuh the use of illegal miners in Didipio vil- Hill, However, it has failed to ing being conducted by small problem.” theirland,"hesaid. Melvin 
matarrhizium, a kind of fungus lage. НҢ emeraüons due to the miners, whohavedugrunnelson “Our findings revealed that Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon 
that kills adult bugs. Ке were told of the presence strong opposition of local Dinkidi Hilland havebeen open- many of the Didipio people are Bureau 


ранае 


nm a | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2006 


молотов PREETI Home of world's largest fish 


4) 16° 38 EZ2 SUERTRES 


mining sa 3 84 is overfished, says WWF study 


GET THE LATEST 
LOTTO RESULTS! 


i By Blanche S. Rivera. largest fish, is overfished, according future of around 3,000 municipal fisherfolk 
уя ] x р: 
ex ОТТО to 299 toa study by WWE Philippines. and a booming whale shark ecotourism that 


‘Open to ali SMART subscribers, Only P2.50 per message. (Result above in exact order) DONSOLHOMEOFTHEWORLDS The overfishing threatens the has made the sleepy town in Sorsogon а 

world-renowned tourism site, the study said. 

The study done by the WWE a global conser- 

vation group, showed that 32.5% of commer- 

2 ME cially important pelagic fishes like tuna, mack- 
like.no.other erel and sardines, are overfished in Donsol. 

RE “The fish catch rate is too high that the po- 

tential for fish stock to replenish itself over 

time is: getting more difficult,” Ruel Pine, 

head of the WWF Community Based Eco- 

tourism and Coastal Resource Management 


I'm leaving for San Francisco tomorrow. „оу е 


‘The one-year study on capture fisheries in 
[Il be pursuing my studies for another year. СТ АОИ 
Good thing | already bought my Cyber-shot Н с 


P7 million a year for guides, boatmen and ac- 


here in the Philippines. p cM 


tion, however, is only the third biggest source. 
of income for the municipality where fishing 
remains the top source of livelihood, 

‘The fishing industry in Donsol nets an an- 
nual harvest of 1,350.89 metric tons of mostly 
scads or galunggong, sardines, mackerel and 
tuna, but the sector is threatened by the intru- 
sion of commercial fishers in the municipal 
waters. 

‘Commercial fishers catch around 12,000 
metric tons of fish per year, putting pressure 
on the marine resources of the area, the WWF 
reported. 

"Capture fisheries is now geared toward a 
condition of economic overfishing. This 
means that additional investment to the fish- 
ing operations doesn’t yield additional fish 
catch or income to small fishers,” Pine said. 

The WWF has started a fisheries manage- 
ment plan in Donsol to address the problem of 
overfishing. The WWE helped the local gov- 
ernment unit and fishers to draft a municipal 
fisheries ordinance and toughen up enforce- 
ment against illegal fishing in Donsol's waters. 

Donsol's fisheries management program is 
a collaborative effort of stakeholders to en- 
sure food security and the sustainability of 
ecotourism in the province, the WWF said. 

“The management plan and the ordinance 
will set in place mechanisms that will promote 
proactive protection and rational exploitation 
ofits coastal resources,” Pine added. 
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"For someone like Joan, studying abroad & getting a Sony Cyber-shot - on indef nite 


here in the Philippines are two of the best decisions she's ever made. | sick leave’ 


Because she knows that by buying here, she can: Ў e 

+ Choose among Sony's wide range of the latest Cyber-shot models available 

* Get great freebies like Cyber-shot accessories and take advantage of ADMINISTRATION SEN. MIRIAM DEFEN- 
competitive prices from Sony promos esce Й X 3 soc Sanlaga yesterday m on "indefinite 

- Opt fo have her Cyber-shot serviced or repaired in 45 countries such d eee decise Redi at 
as USA, Canada, Singapore, Hongkong, Taiwan, UK and UAE and, still Wei 

continue to benefit fromthe local warranty* even when she comes In a letter, the 60-year-old senator 

back home—all'for a very reasonable price. iE 5 formed Senate President Franklin Drilon that 

T MM her doctor had prescribed that she rest at 
So; be like Joan, Invest on a Sony Cyber-shot right here, tight now! home т take “а trip abroad” to avoid а роз- 
E Karena sible stroke. 

‘applicable t Option 3 only. | х “Оп doctor's advice, I shall be on indefinite 
sick leave starting [yesterday]. The doctor di- 
agnosed my symptoms as resulting from ir- 
" : ў regular heartbeat and hypertension,” Santia- 
Simply Choose The Warranty Option That's Best For Youl кей. TM 

"This sick leave is necessary, because in 
3 Year LOCAL Warranty Ven a Or, Get Both Local & Tourist Limited April last year, ! suffered an ischemic event (a 
(1 Year Standard - 2 Years 3j Warranty For Only Р1,500: decrease in the blood supply to an organ or 


Extension) from date of purchase 8, part caused by constriction or obstruction of 
(Supplied inside the box) ж SAM? 3 Year LOCAL Warranty & 1 Year е blood vessels). To avoid a stroke, the doc- 


ae Tourist Limited Warranty (TLW) tor has prescribed home rest, and a possible 
|j AYAV both from date of trip abroad," she added. 
WARRANTY Gua) ba TM Santiago said tha Е her vote or signature 
from date of purchase (Exchange the. Cybershot and [became] "absolutely necessary for Senate 
Supplied 3 Year Local Warranty for TLW) Handycam Accessories. business," she would be ‘available’ at her Que- 
eda cit Cei ы S 

Dennis Legaspi, Santiago's press officer, 
said the senator suffered from headaches, 
fever and fluctuating blood pressure after she 
returned from a trip to her home province of 


"T lloilo last Tuesday. 8, 
" tM FF 2 / He said Santiago had a family history of hy- 
Gl = БОЛД 229 ES 
p? ёз к | у p at jf х “ез hereditary. The senator eats a balanced 
Contact us to get hold of a Ù LXE: copy of Sony's promo catalogue at 97827609 or dietand does not eat pork but sometimes, this 
isi it sonycorn phi i Stil happens," Legaspi said. 
visit our website at WWW SOR Con "ht. E j| Santiago began resting at her La Vista Sub- 
Promo period: Feb. 16, 2005 to Мак'31, 2006. Sce. posters for details, Pe ONINCR Pet колит Seite. division home yesterday but her blood pres- 
" " Sure continued to fluctuate, he said. 
Although no foreign trip had been sched- 
uled yet, the senator usually visits Hong Kong 
during the Holy Week, he. added. 
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Mercury | oildepot. /A16 | 
rises; school ! AUSSIE 
still closed = // IMMUNITY 


х If you get sick easily and take 
US ? h | h b, a lot of time to recover from it; 
experts elp soug t} : or if you get tired quickly due to 
stress and lack of sleep, you may 
By Jocelyn R. Uy mental and Health, а coalition E have a weak immune system! 
formed by the Department of 
SUMMER HAS TURNED THE ST. Health, Virtusio added. She said Boost your immunity. 
Andrews School in Parafiaque into that they were trying to seek the к. чын " 
pe Bee earn aang Take a complete multivitamin 
‘The latest air analysis test another round of analysis and É packed with Korean and Siberian 
showed that the mercury level in cleanup. "This [process] has been Ginsengs plus Selenium and Zinc 
the school has risen further with delegated to an outside agency be- ^ x эл де owen di xb 
the onset of the warm season. cause the government has no capa- о improve stamina and immune 
Dr Olga Virtusio, head of the bility to do it,” the city health offi- response against viruses and 


City Health Office, yesterday said cer said. teri. reci 
опе of two classrooms in the Around 80 students were ex- pacarian Add чике eel 


School, where some students were posed to mercury on Feb. 16 dur- ч Coenzyme Qio that provides vital 
exposed to mercury continued to ing a science class. Thirteen were energy to the heart and acts as a 
register high levels of the chemical, later hospitalized for symptoms of 4 potent antioxidant that hunts down 
“way beyond the habitation level chemical exposure, prompting St. н 

for children.” Andrews officials to close the 7 cancer-causing free radicals. 

‘She added that the cleanup car- school indefinitely on Feb. 20. 
ried out by a private company was Graduating students of the A ivitamij 
not thorough enough to get rid of school held classes at the nearby У, Not all multivitamin brands 
"beads" of mercury in the two St. Paul's College until March 15. / à have this unique immune 
classrooms, ‘Those who were not graduating \ boosting formulation, 

"These beads were vaporized меге placed on a home study pro- : * 
due to the hot climate and this gram. Yesterday they retumed to p. somake the 
caused the mercury level to rise,” the classroom, although not at St. : right choice! 
she told the IngumeR yesterday. | Andrew's, but at St. Paul's. 

Virtusio did not say what the “Since classes at St. Paul's Col- 
mercury level in the school was, al- lege ended last Friday, our students 
though previous tests had pegged could now occupy its classrooms 
itat above the threshold oftwomi- for the meantime,” said Estrellita 
crograms per cubic meter, which is Nery, St. Andrews principal. “All 
considered toxic to humans. students from nursery, kinder, pre- 

"The air analysis test was con- school, Grade 1 to Grade 5 and 
ducted last Saturday by фе Inter. freshmen to juniors came back to 
Agency Committee on Environ- school yesterday” she added. 


Kidnap suspect held £ 
for holding boy in cockpit UPGRADE TO Gea 


By Jocelyn R. Uy the three children to help them 
look for a cockpit in the area. On- 

A MAN WAS ARRESTED lythe four-year-old boy agreed," 

yesterday after he allegedly kid- said Sy. 

mapped a four-year-old boy in _ Neighbors who saw the inci- 


Parafiaque City. dent immediately alerted the po- 


Chief Insp. Enrique Sy of the lice and the Philippine National 2 Ginsengs for Potency + Со01о for Protection + Vitamins & Minerals for Power 
Police Community Precinet-3 said Construction Corp. 


the suspect, Ruben Basario,anda Police were able to find 

ошрайо, allegedly lured he Basario and the cid ma cock BOOST YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM! 

boy into joining them by offering pit on PNR Site, Barangay 

himcandyandabotleofpop. Tanyag, Taguig City—500 me- 

the child was playing ters away from the victim's 

is two cousins outside home—an hour after the i For more information, e-mail immuvit@pascuallab.com 

their house at Upper Bicutan, dent. Basario's companion was Text HOTLINE: Type immuvit_<your message» send to 0920-9618126 

PNR Site, Barangay San Martin able to elude escape. Visit: www.immuvit.com 

de Porres at 3 pum. yesterday The suspect has denied kid- m 

when the suspects approached napping the boy, adding that the Available at Éf mercury drug stores and other leading drugstores nationwide 

them. child just accompanied him to the 

“The suspects allegedly asked cockpit. 
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‘Big 3’ given 7 years 
to find new home 


© By Tina б. Santos 


THE CITY OF MANILA HAS GIVEN 
the so-called "Big Three" oil compa- 
nies seven years to relocate their de- 

« potin Pandacan. 

“Councilor Lourdes "Bonjay" Isip- 
Garcia, who authored the ordinance 

, reclassifying the area where the oil 
depot is located, said Caltex, Shell 
and Petron would have to move out 
by2013. 

"The Manila Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance of 
2005 calls for the area's reclassifica- 
Чоп from industrial to commer- 
cial/residential. As a result, the oil 
depot would no longer be allowed 
to operate in Pandacan. 

‘The ordinance has already been 
passed by the City Council and is 
just awaiting the approval of Mayor 
Lito Atienza. 

Butin an earlier interview, Atien- 


та said that he would immediately 
sign the ordinance changing the 
area's classification from industrial. 
^L will sign it at once, oil firms 
‘would really have to relocate be- 
cause of potential and imminent 
dangers that threaten both the safe- 
ty and health of our people,” he 


said. 

Calls for the closure of the oil de- 
pot were renewed after gasoline 
overflowed from a storage tank of 
Caltex last Thursday. Although offi- 
cials said that the problem was con- 
tained immediately, the incident 
caused residents to panic. 

‘Atienza added the oil firms could 
relocate the depot to a reclamation 
area in Tondo. 

“Were not ejecting them alto- 
gether, they can still operate within 
Manila but only in a place where 
they could not pose danger to the 
public,” the mayor said, adding that 


another oil company is already op- 
rating in the area. 

lipGarda, however said that 
under the new ordinance, the re- 
claimed area would be considered a 
light industrial area. 

"They (ой companies) can no 
longer operate within the city" Isip- 
Garcia told Inquner. "The oil com- 
‘pany now operating in the area... al- 
so has to move out in seven years. 
(Depot operations) are considered 
heavy industrial, so its still not suit- 
able there.” 

‘She said she will file a resolution 
creating a committee that would in- 
vestigate Thursday's ой overflow in- 
cident. 

"Oil companies should submit a 
complete report on the incident to 
pinpoint the cause of the gasoline 
overflow” Isip-Garcia said, adding 
that the committee will be com- 
posed of city police and fire officials. 


Alternative routes planned 
for SLEx rehab project 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


ALTERNATIVE ROUTES WILL BE 
mapped out once the South Luzon 
‘Tollway Corp. begins the rehabilita- 
tion and expansion of the Alabang 
Viaduct and the South Luzon Ex- 
pressway (SLEX). 

Vic Navarro, Muntinlupa City en- 
gineering office head, told the In- 
quirer yesterday said the company 
has already begun clearing opera- 
tions in preparation for the rehabili- 
tation of the expressway. 

АШ structures such as concrete 
barriers, center islands and islands 
would be removed, he added. 

Navarro said they have given 
SLTC a one-month deadline to fin- 

Ts—ish the clearing operations to pre- 

“vent the worsening of traffic at the 


The city’s traffic management 
ureau would also put up a tempo- 


rary flexible barricade” on affected 
streets to ensure the smooth flow of 
traffic, Navarro added. 

Once the rehabilitation of the 
SLEx and the 30-year old viaduct 
starts, repair work in areas not 
prone to traffic would be carried out 
оп a 24-hour basis, and only at 
nighttime along major thorough- 
fares. 

The southbound lane of the Ala- 
bang Viaduct would be closed to 
traffic. Motorists would have to take 
Bunye Street toward Alabang-Za- 
pote Road, left to Filinvest Avenue 
and exit to the Filinvest tollway 

‘The northbound lane, on the 
other hand, would remain open to 
help ease traffic flow. 

“The Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. has yet to present to 
us the, rerouting plan once the 
northbound lane of the viaduct be- 
gins,” Tez Navarro of the city's Pub- 


lic Information Office said. 

The rehabilitation of the 
viaduet’s southbound lane is ex- 
pected to take at least six to eight 
months. 

‘Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi, meanwhile, welcomed 
the expansion of the viaduct from 
six to eight lanes, saying it would 1 
improve its volume capacity and 
structural integrity. 

He also hoped that the project 
will decongest traffic in the city, 
making it more conducive for trade 
and commerce. 

‘Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza has emphasized the 
need to rehabilitate and upgrade 
the SLEx, considering that it ser- 
vices one million passengers and 
150000 vehicles daily Sixty per 
centof cargo bound for airports and 
piers also pass through the express- 


siat entend 
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Boat race draws out Navotas fishermen 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THIRTY FISHERMEN IN NA- 
votas brought out their newly- 
painted motorized bancas recent- 
ly to join a boat race highlighting 
a week-long festival in their hon- 
or. 

"Although the number of local 
fishermen who fish in the coastal 
waters of Navotas has dwindled, 
participants in the race have in- 
creased,” said Ferdie Casakit a 
long time organizer of the boat 

zrace. 

The races have been a tradition 
„inthe fishing town since 1997. 
| Casakit said a former member 
of the city council, Reynaldo 
Ablola, who used to be a fisher- 
man, had proposed the holding of 


the festival to pay tribute to the 
backbone of the town’s main in- 
dustry, fishing. 

The March 17 race, which 
started at 9 a.m. and ended at 3 
p.m., is a big event for townsfolk 
who fish for a living, although 
fish in the coastal waters had be- 
come increasingly scarce, Casakit 
said, 


Sprucedup 

"Contestants spruce up their 
boats and practice for the race 
days before the event,” he added. 

‘As a precaution, participants 
also train an extra hand to help 
out in case the engines conk out. 

Contestants set out from wa- 
ters approximately five feet 
deep, tum in ће direction of 


Barangay Tangos, and then pro- 
ceed to the town's coastal cen- 
tennial park. 

Cheering spectators egged on 
their favorite racers as they 
watched the race in progress 
fom the staring point along 
Barangay Navotas West. 

The area also serves as a pier 
for small fishing boats during the 
rainy season. 

The race was classified into 
three categories: Class A for boats 
with waterlines of not less than 
16 feet, Class B for slower boats, 
and class C for fast boats. 

Winners for each category re- 
ceived a cash prize of P10,000 for 
the first placer, and P5,000 and 
P3,000 for second and third prize 
winners, respectively 


Ex-soldier arrested for lobbing grenade 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


А FORMER SOLDIER WAS AR- 
rested yesterday after he threw a 
grenade at a group of men, one of 
them his relative, in Makati City. 

Fernando Colimas, 34, now 
faces charges of attempted mur- 

der, resisting arrest, alarm and 
-scandal, and illegal possession of 
“an explosive. 

His distant cousin, Noli La- 
‘gunero, 31, was taken to the hos- 
pital for treatment after he sus- 
tained injuries to his foot as a re- 
sult of the explosion. 

According to the police, La- 
gunero and two other men were 

‘drinking at 8:45 a.m. yesterday 


inside a compound on Calachuchi 
Street in Barangay Pembo, 
Makati City, when Colimas, his 
neighbor, passed by. 

‘The group offered Colimas a 
drink which he accepted. 

Case investigator PO3 Jeson 
Vigilla said as the group was 
drinking, Colimas got irked when 
Lagunero stared at the hand 
grenade in his pocket. 

The suspect then allegedly 
picked a fight with Lagunero, at 
one point even threatening to 
bum him alive. 

Vigilla said the suspect left the. 
scene, only to retur after a few 
minutes to lob a grenade at the 
three men. Lagunero and the oth- 


er men, however, were able to 
run away although he was hit by 
shrapnel in the foot. 

Colimas, on the other hand, 
barricaded himself in his house. 

Makati policemen who went to 
the scene tried to get him to sur- 
„render but he refused, 

A Special Weapons and Tac- 
tics team was called in but when 
the former soldier still refused 
to surrender, they barged into 
his house and took him into cus- 
tody. 

Colimas was later taken to the 
Makati Central Police Station. 

The SWAT team, meanwhile, 
found another hand grenade in 
his house. 
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KIDS' PLAY 
Children horse around with sculpted figures 


find ways to amuse themselves during the summer break. 


lic park in Manila. With classes over, they must 


Right choice for antismuggling unit 


ITS QUEZON CITY MAYOR SON- 
пу Belmonte's right not to allow 
gambling in his city. 

But if that kind of gam- 
bling—the Small Town Lottery 
(STL)—is sanctioned by the na- 
tional government, can the mayor 
order the arrest of what he per- 
ceives are violators? 

Thats what Quezon City cops 
did to a licensed STL operator in 
the city, the Benchmark Acquisi- 
tion International Corp. 

‘Among those arrested were em- 
ployees of the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) that 
gave the license to Benchmark 

Benchmark claims it was al- 
owed by the city council to oper- 
ate. In fact, the firm said it had 
paid the city government its share 
inthe numbers game. 

‘The STL, managed by the PC- 
SO, is the government's answer 
to the eradication of illegal 
jueteng. 

It is the same as jueteng, and 
only differs in name. The STL al- 
so uses the same collectors ca- 
bos (supervisors) used in 
jueteng. 
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The game is supposed to gen- 
erate additional revenues for 
the cash-strapped national gov- 


Itis not new as it made its de- 
but during the time of President 


But some of Cory's relatives 
allegedly became so greedy they 
wanted to corner the market. 
‘That's why the first STL failed. 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
has designated Customs Commis- 
sioner Napoleon Morales as head 
of the anti-smuggling task force. 
Morales should head the task 
force since going after smugglers 
is the job of the Bureau of Cus 


In the past, a military general 
and a Cabinet member were ap- 


pointed to head the anti-smug- 
gling task force to the chagrin of 
the customs commissioner. 

‘These appointees were not suc- 
cessful in going after smugglers. 

If the President cannot trust the 
customs commissioner to go after 
smugglers, who else can she trust? 


My sources at the piers say 
agents of the police's Criminal 
Investigation and Detection 
Group (CIDG) assigned to go af- 
ter smugglers are not doing 
their job. 

A container van full of top-of- 
theine cellular phones that 
came out of the piers was appre- 
hended Friday by CIDG agents, 
according to my spies. 

‘The shipment was declared as 
cheap goods, and so the broker 
allegedly paid only minimal du- 
ties for it. 

The cargo was released after 
the broker allegedly paid off two 
CIDG officers to the tune of 
P300,000, my sources said. 

By the way this broker is 
identified with Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, according t0 ту 
sources. 


~ METROBRIEFS 


One bullet, two deaths 

THE ALLEGED kiler fired just one shot from his home 
made gun but two people were kiled. The bullet hit Ger- 
ardo de Guzman and Gemalyn Soliven while they were 
Standing in front of a sari-sari store in Marikina City on 
Sunday night. The man who fired the gun, Narciso Cruz, 
32. escaped after the Incident. Senior insp. Edgardo 
Atendido said De Guzman and Soliven were in front of a 
Sari-sari store in Barangay Malanday at about 8 p.m. on 
Sunday when Cruz passed by. Cruz, the police said, had 
been nursing an old grudge against De Guzman. The 
suspect went to his house, oniy to return minutes later, 
carrying a homemade shotgun, witnesses told the po- 
fice. Cruz then shot De Guzman once inthe head at close. 
range. But the bullet exited the victim's head and also hit 
Soliven in the stomach, Atendido sald. Bystanders 
brought the victims to the Amang Rodriguez Medical 
Center but both were declared dead on arrival. Edson C. 
Tendoc Jr. 


Immoral but not illegal 

A NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation (NBI) official sald 
that Indian traders involved in small-scale lending bu: 
messes, also known as the "5-6" lending scheme, were 
not violating the law. "We can say that their lending ac- 
tivities are immoral because they are essentially taking 
advantage of small-time Flipino businessmen. But what 
they are doing is not illegal be- 
cause they are not violating 
any law against the 5-6 
scheme,” said NBI National 
Capital Region chief Ruel 
Lasala. He explained that since 
the ant-usury law which pre- 
scribed callings on lending 
rates has already been re- 
peated local and foreign bus- 
nessmen could not be arrested 
for engaging in such oan schemes. "What the two par- 
ties agreed upon would prevall because ! would appear 
that twas voluntary onthe рап of the borrower," Lasala 


TLUSTRATION STEPHERAO 


explained. The government previously imposed a cap. 

оп loan rates under the Anti-Usury Law, but this was re- 
pealed years ago when foreign exchange controls were 
liberalized ‘Margaux C. Ortiz 


Sound engineer files suit 

THE SAGA of audio engineer Jonathan Tiongoo's egal 
battles against the media opened another chapter yes- 
terday after he slapped libel charges against four news 
organizations, including the inoumen. He fled five 
counts of bel against officers, reporters and editors of 
the inoumen, the Philippine Center for investigative 
Journalism, ABS-CBN and Manila Times over the publi- 
Tation of stories accusing him of harassing РСМ. Tiong- 
co, the sound expert presented by Michael Defensor to 
question the authenticity of the "Hello Garci" wiretap, 
Said the media groups defamed him when they reported 
on PCLI executive director Sheila Coronel's Senate tosti- 
mony accusing him af harassment and calling him 
"crazy." He said Coronel falsely told a Senate. hearing on 
March 14 that he had applied but fled to get a search 
warrant on the PCI from two Quezon City courts in re- 
lation to inciting to sedition charges. Coronel also al- 
leged that Tiongco and his wife were "harassing" PCIJ 
by fling several libel cases against them, and quoted 
Defensor as saying Tiongco was "crazy." Ina slx-page 
‘complaint before the Quezon City prosecutor's office, 
опсо said Coroner's statements constituted lel, 
which in turn was broadcast or printed in TV and news- 
paper reports. DJ Yap 


Free cleft lip/palate surgery 
SMILE Train USA, a US-based foundation which has 
been helping children born with а cleft lip and palate, bs 
set to operate on 250 Filipino kids in coordination with 
the Philippine Band of Mercy. For more Information on 
howto avait of cleft surgery, please contact the PBM 
cleft surgeries, please contact the PBM at 81 5 Reme- 
dios Street In Malate, Manila. You can also call 
4042516 to 18 or send a text message to 0917- 
9624162. 


WASHINGTON—FOUNDED BY 
immigrants and praised as a haven. 
for the oppressed, the United States 
now is struggling to decide the fate 
‘of as many as 12 million people liv- 
ing in the county illegally. 

"The Senate takes up the emo- 
tional debate on the heels of week- 
end rallies that drew hundreds of 
thousands of people protesting at- 
tempts to toughen laws against 
immigrants. Among the election- 
year proposals that President 
George W. Bush and members of 
Congress are considering: 

© Erecting a fence on the Mexi 
co border to deter illegal immigra- 
tion, 

‘Treating people who sneak 
across the border as felons to be 
deported. 

ө Allowing foreigners to stay in 
the country legally as custodians, 
dish washers, construction work- 
ers and other low-paid employees. 

e Allowing those working in 


Germans 
most brainy 
Europeans 


LONDON—GERMANS ARE THE 
most intelligent people in Europe, 
well ahead of the British (in eighth 
place) and the French (15th), ac- 
cording to a new study by North- 
em Ireland's University of Ulster, 
The Times reported Monday. 

With an average intelligence 
quotient (IQ) of 107, a scintilla of 

brainpower above the Dutch who 
also scored 107, the Polish (106), 
the Swedish (104) and the Italians 
(102). 

They all came out better in the 
intelligence stakes than the British 
who rated an even 100 IQ accord- 
ing to the study, ahead of the Span- 
ish (98) and the French (94) who 
could only comfort themselves by 
checking the study results for Bul- 
garians, Romanians, the Turkish 
and Serbians who languished at 
the bottom of the table on 89. 

Professor Richard Lynn, who 
headed the study, caused contro- 
versy last year by claiming that 
men were more intelligent than 
women by about five IQ points on 
average. 

He said of his latest findings 
that populations in the colder, 
more challenging environments of 
Northern Europe had developed 
larger brains than those in warmer 
climates further south. 

‘The average brain size in North- 
em and Central Europe is 1,320cc. 
and in southeast Europe it is 
1,312cc, according to his studies. 

He ascribes the differences be- 
tween British and French intelli 
gence levels to the results of mi 
tary conflict. He described it as “a 
hitherto unrecognized law of his- 
tory” that “the side with the higher 
1Q normally wins, unless they are 
hugely outnumbered, as Germany 
маз after 1942," The Times report- 
ed. AFP 


the US a path to citizenship. 

е Requiring them to get in line 
behind everyone else back in their. 
home countries who want to be- 
come Americans. 

Senate aides met into the 
evening Sunday in advance of a 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
meeting to debate legislation, but 
there was no evidence of a break- 
through on the issue most in di 
pute. Lawmakers have been divid- 
ed on whether illegal immigrants 
should be required to return to 
their home country before they 
become eligible for US citizenship. 

For his part, Bush arranged to 
attend a Monday naturalization 
ceremony for 30 new citizens at 
Constitution Hall, a few blocks 
from the White House. 

‘And demonstrations ае 
planned near the Capitol, includ- 
ing a prayer service with immigra- 
tion advocates and clergy who 
plan to wear handcuffs to demon- 
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Immigration debate heating up in US Senate 


strate the criminalization of immi- 
gration violations. 

Bush is going to Mexico this 
week for a meeting with the lead- 
ers of Mexico and Canada. Secre- 
tary of State Condoleezza Rice 
said Sunday it's important that 
Mexico “recognize the importance 
of defense of the borders and of 
‘American laws." 

Protests raged across the coun- 
try over the weekend, led by more 
than 500000 people who 
marched through downtown Los 
Angeles on Saturday in one of the 
largest demonstrations for any 
саше in recent US history 
Marchers also took to the streets in 
Phoenix, Milwaukee, Dallas and 
‘Columbus, Ohio. 

Demonstrations ^ continued 
Sunday, when nearly 3,000 peo- 
ple, many wrapped in Mexican 
flags, rallied at the Ohio State- 
house in Columbus and an esti- 
mated 3,500 United Farm Workers 


members and their supporters 
protested in Los Angeles. 

The president, working hand- 
in-hand with the business commu- 
nity that relies on cheap labor, is 
pressuring Congress to allow im- 
migrants to stay in the country 
legally if they takea job that Amer- 
icans are unwilling to do. 

Judiciary chair Arlen Specter, a 
Pennsylvania Republican, also 
supports the idea and has vowed 
that his committee will advance a 
bill to the full Senate on Monday, 
even if they have to work “very, 
very late into the night." 

“If they're prepared to work to 
become American citizens in the 
long line traditionally of immi- 
grants who have helped make this 
country, we can have both a nation. 
of laws and a welcoming nation of 
workers who do some very, very 
important jobs for our economy” 
Specter said Sunday on ABC's 
"This Week.” 


FIERCE LOVE 


Two African lions roar while mating in Kenya's Maasai Mara game reserve March 23. The lions" 
mating take place at most times of the year when the dominant male and the female in heat leave 
the pride and mate every 15-30 minutes for several days in а row. 


тали 


Thai opposition refuses Thaksin’s coalition offer 


BANGKOK, THAILAND—OPPO- 
nents of Thailand's embattled 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawa- 
tra on Monday rejected his offer 
to include them in a new govern- 
ment if he is reelected, heighten- 
ing political tensions less than a 
week before national elections. 
"The opposition will not play 
‘Thaksin's game. Thaksin's proposal 
for a national government is only a 
political ploy” ботак Prisana- 
Anantakul, deputy leader of the op- 
position Chart Thai party told re- 
porters. His comments were echoed 


by the main opposition Democrat 


Thalland's three main opposition 
parties are boycotting Sunday's snap 
elections, called by Thaksin to 
defuse growing antigovemment 
protests that have been launched al- 
‘most daly for several weeks. 

"The rallies have failed to shake 
Thaksin's resolve to stay in power. In 
a suprise move Sunday night, 
‘Thaksin appeared to offer а com- 
promise to his critics, saying he 
would include them in a new gov- 
erment if he wins the election. 


“1 plan to form the national gov- 
emment after the election, and | am. 
pleased to offer Cabinet positions to 
Democrat and Chart Thai parties in 
my government as part of an effort. 
to join hands and cooperate in mak- 
ing political reforms,” Thaksin told 
supporters on the outskirts of 
Bangkok. 

Thaksin's comments came after 
weekend rallies in Bangkok that 
drew tens of thousands of 
protesters 

Protest organizers on Saturday 
called on King Bhumibol Adulyadej 


to intervene in the political crisis and. 
appoint an interim government. 
‘Abhisit Vejjajiva, leader of the 
Democrat Party, said Monday the 
opposition was pushing ahead with 
its mission to see an interim govem- 
ment installed—and would not ac- 
cept Thaksin's invitation for the op- 
position to join his government. 
"The formula of an interim gov- 
emment is totally different from 
‘Thaksin's proposal for a national 
government,” Abhist Vejajiva lead- 
erof main opposition Democrat par- 
ty said. AP 
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Surprisingly 


AS THE US SENATE WRESTLES 
‘with the fate of illegal immi- 
grants living in the United 
States, they can expect to do зо 
against a backdrop of thousands 
of demonstrators. 

Rallies by immigrants 
around the country have at- 
tracted crowds that have as- 
tonished even their organiz- 
ers. More than a half-million 
demonstrators marched in Los 
Angeles on Saturday, as many 
as 300,000 in Chicago on 
March 10, and tens of thou- 
sands in Denver, Phoenix, Mil- 
waukee and smaller cities. 

The demonstrations em- 
body a surging constituency 
for an overhaul of immigra- 
tion laws that is being pressed 
ibs 


huge rallies 


as never before by immi- 
grants, who were long 
thought too fearful of depor- 
tation to risk so public a dis- 
play. 

The Pew Hispanic Center 
estimates that of more than 11 
million illegal immigrants, 78 
percent are from Mexico or 
other Latin American coun- 
tries. Many have children and 
other relatives who are US cit- 
izens. Under a House propos- 
al, such family members, like 
other American citizens in- 
cluding clergy, social workers 
and lawyers, would risk up to 
five years in prison if they 
helped an undocumented im- 
migrant remain in the United 
States. NYT 


Blair says he 
to announce 


CANBERRA—BRITISH PRIME 
Minister Tony Blair caused a stir 
back home Monday after suggest- 
ing he may have made a mistake by 
stating publicly that he would not 
stand fora fourth term in office. 

Blair's remarks—pounced upon 
by British journalists traveling 
with him on his Asia-Pacific 
tour—were made in an interview 
with Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration radio. 

‘The 52-year-old politician was 
asked specifically ifthe announce- 
ment was a “strategic mistake,” 
given that it fuels speculation he 
will step down sooner every time 
either he or his governing Labour 
Party face controversy. 

He told ABC radio there would 
always be calls for a change of 
leadership when a prime minister 
reaches his third term and nearly 


Asians 
in Dubai cry 
for rights 


DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMI- 
rates—When hundreds of workers 
angered by low salaries and mis- 
treatment rioted Tuesday night at 
the site of what is to become the 
world’ tallest skyscraper, not only 
were they expressing the growing 
frustration of Asian migrants here, 
they offered a glimpse of an in- 
creasingly organized labor force. 

Of the 1.5 million residents of 
Dubai, as many as a million are im- 
migrants who have come here to 
work, with the largest subgroup 
being construction workers, said 
Hadi Ghaemi, а researcher with 
Human Rights Watch who covers 
the United Arab Emirates, citing 
government statistics, The vast 
majority of the immigrants come 
from the Indian subcontinent and 
the Philippines. 

With the cost of living rising, 
many have abandoned dreams of 
returning with a fortune. The con- 
struction workers’ eamps, in partic- 
ular, have been set up ever deeper 
in the desert. That adds an hour or 
two just to get to the job site every 
morning, in addition to the work- 
ers 12-hour shifts. 

Since September when 800 
workers staged a protest march 
down a main highway in the heart 
of the city and set off a national de- 
bate about the treatment of foreign 
workers, laborers have held at least 
eight major strikes to demand their 
rights and get their pay, МУГ 


was wrong 
plan to quit 


10 years in office. 

"You just get on with the job be- 
cause this speculation, 1 think, 
probably would happen whatever 
decision you take,” he said. 

“Now, it was an unusual thing 
for me to say but people kept ask- 
ing me the question so I decided to 
answer it. Maybe that was a mis- 
take,” he said. 

The remark featured promi- 
nently in television news bulletins 
in London, prompting Blair's offi- 
cial spokesperson to offer clarifica- 
tion that he had been cut off by the 
interviewer's follow-up question. 

“if he hadn't been interrupted, 
what he was going to say was that 
his mistake was the hope that it 
(the public comment about step- 
ping down) would kill the specu- 
lation about his future,” the 
spokesperson said. AFP 


pression of Burj Dubai, 
п project, the tallest 
building to be in the world. кала. 


Poll puts ‘Orange’ rivals back into each other’s arms 


KIEV—UKRAINE’S PARLIAMEN- 
tary elections have dealt a humili- 
ating personal blow to President 
Viktor Yushchenko but are likely 
to push his splintered “orange 
revolution” team back together, 
analysts said Monday. 

‘Yushchenko was beaten in a na- 
tional election both by the man he 
defeated in the "orange revolution" 
contest a little over a year ago, and 
by the woman he fired as premier 
six months ago, according to the 
exit polls 

‘The president's Our Ukraine bloc 
received just 16 percent of the vote, 
compared to 31 percent for Viktor 
Yanukovych's Regions Party and 24 
percent for Yulia "Tymoshenko's 
bloc, the pollsters estimated. 


‘The first official results were ex- 
pected at about 0600 GMT Mon- 
day, with final results taking "at 
least a week" according to election 
commission representative Marina 
Stavnichuk, quoted by the Russian. 
Itar-Tass news agency. 

“The results are the Ukrainian 
populations evaluation of 
(Yushchenko's) first year in office, 
"They have given their mandate to 
his opponents,” said Kost Don- 
darenko, a political analyst in Kiev. 

Yushchenko was swept into 
power after the 2004 "orange revo- 
lution” street protests over a con- 
tested presidential ballot, amid 
which the nation's supreme court 
threw out the results that initially 
handed victory to Yanukovych. 


‘The then-opposition leader easi- 
ly won a rerun ballot but his popu- 
larity has plummeted as the econo- 
my slumped and the "orange" team 
splintered amid infighting, 

‘The presidents apparent poor 
showing in Sundays poll will push 
him towards a coalition with Iy- 
moshenko, analysts agreed early 
Monday, while officials from the 
two parties suggested ап agree- 
ment could be signed later in the 
day. 

"The most probable coalition 
will be orange ... the Region Partys 
victory is only a formal one," said 
Volodymyr Fesenko, an indepen- 
dent analyst. 

Said Bondarenko: "This is a blow 
for Yushchenko, but not defeat." 


‘Tymoshenko too downplayed 
the Regions victory, yet to be con- 
firmed officially saying an orange 
coalition would relegate 
Yanukovich’s party to an opposition 
role in the new parliament. 

“This is absolutely okay. The 
country needs a strong opposition," 
‘Tymoshenko said in early morning 
televised remarks. 

“Tymoshenko looks set to regain 
the premiership in a coalition with 
Our Ukraine. 

“Our Ukraine has agreed on the 
position that the force that gets the 
most votes ... will propose its can- 
didacy for the prime ministers 
post,” said Roman Bezsmermyi, 
campaign chief for Our Ukraine. 

When asked what would happen 


if Yushchenko refused her candida 
су for the premiership, Ty 
moshenko said in televised com 
ments: "He would have to agree t» 
the premiership of (Viktor 
Yanukovych.” 

Such a coalition would allow 
Yushchenko to continue reforms 
aimed at driving Ukraine toward 
membership in the European 
Union (EU) and the North Adant« 
‘Treaty Organization (Nato), апа 
lysis said. 

Bur an alliance between the 
president and his erstwhile “or 
ange” partner is likely to be a tense 
‘one, as the ambitious Tymoshenko 
and measured Yushchenko are like 
ly to spar on several issues, analysts 
зау. AFP 
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Iraq war sealed months before invasion 


i 

LONDON—IN THE WEEKS BEFORE THE US-LED 
invasion of Iraq, as the United States and Britain 
pressed for a second UN resolution condemning 
Iraq, President Bush’s public ultimatum to Sad- 
dam Hussein was blunt: Disarm or face war. 


But behind closed doors, the 
president was certain that war 
was inevitable. During a private 
two-hour meeting in the Oval Of- 
fice on Jan. 31, 2003, he made it 
clear to Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of Britain that he was determined 


to invade Iraq without the second 
resolution, or even if internation- 
al arms inspectors failed to find 
unconventional weapons, said a 
confidential memo about the 
meeting written by Blair's top for- 
eign policy adviser and reviewed 
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“Jolina Magdangal” » Coney Reyes" * Cory Quirino" » Myrna Yao (NCRFW) » Chit Juan 

‘Cheese Ledesma (The Big Chill) » Jeanne Bañez (Balut Eggspress) + Rachel Alejandro (Sexy 
la Villanueva }= Forum 2: “Posibleng Negosyo, 

Panelists: Vina Morales + Diether Ocampo" + Kuh 
ез Reyes (Reyes Haircutters) ғ Richie Cuna (Florgelato) + Rowena Villegas (Wynski) « Roy 
LEGES PAGASAI « Agnes Car (Women Inventors Assoc. of the Phils., пс.) • Testimony: "Ang Balansyadong 
Gia (P amilya't Negosyo” (Maricel Laxa) • GAME SHOW with Small Businesses as Prizes • Makatang 
: "Perang Pangnegosyo, Saan 

Ka Nga Ba Tatakbo?” (Moderator - Lyn Ching, Panelists: AFPMBAI (Ma. Corazon Dabao) » AFPSLAI = 
Mesk e/o Dennis Hamko) » People's Credit and Finance Corporation" « Bayan Foundation (c/o Irma. 
Кыса. ВР! (Ма. Teresa Reyes) » Planters Development Bank (c/o Trixie Paguia) « First Macro Bank 
5s Foundation (John Walter Baybay)"] 

l pagnenegosyo Kasama ang Kapuso't Kapamilya” (Anthony Pangilinan) » Talk: 
‘iyolayanan sa Kakapusan” (Francisco Colayco) « Forum 4: "Radyo Negosyo: Mga Payo at Gabay за 


* Doyee Tumpalan (First Quadrant) + Ricardo Collantes (Kookal's) • Gov. Lray 
Vitafuerte (Lara's)" + Johnlu Kea (French Baker) « Sandy Javier (Andok's) + Jay Aldeguer (island 


rotech 
fucts c/o 
орге Asia + Preserved Sampaloc and Tea Making by Rita Ritz (УЛАР!) « Cellphone Repair c/o 
ns on Starting а 

“Lakbay 
"Gourmet Para ба Masa" c/o Le Cordon Bleu « How to Start a Food Cart Business c/o Food 
ated sociation of the Philippines « How to Start a Salon/Barbershop c/o Reyes Haircutters + How 
Cat Asset Home Spa Business + Business Mentoring Booth Mentoring from 11am to 4pm с/о Anna 


pua sa inyong mga tanong, tumawag aman sa Phitpine Cate for Entrepreneurship sa mga numerong 637-9347, 631-9229, 812612, 80-207 e sa 0021-42001 


by The New York Times. 

“Our diplomatic strategy had 
to be arranged around the mili- 
tary planning,” David Manning, 
Blair's chief foreign policy adviser 
at the time, wrote in the memo 
that summarized the discussion 
between Bush, Blair and six of 
their top aides. 

“The start date for the military 
campaign was now penciled in 
for 10 March,” Manning wrote, 
paraphrasing the president. “This 
was when the bombing would be- 

xe gin” 


Patrick Concepcion 
Vice President for Service 
Concepcion Durables, Inc. > 


Sama-sama tayo tungo sa 
pag-asenso. Mag-NEGOSYO! 


а 


Sali па sa Entrepreneurship Revolution! 


GO NEGOSYO 
MIeXeNEGOSYO 


SON 


sa Philippine Army Gym, Lawton Avenue corner Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio 
sa March 31 at April 1, 2006 mula 9 am hanggang 6 pm. 


ir! Dumalo at matuto 


о! Makibahagi sa Go Negosyo MicroNegosyo Fair! 


Although the United States 
and Britain aggressively sought a 
second UN resolution against 
Iraq—which they failed to ob- 
tain—the president said repeat- 
edly that he did not believe he 
needed it for an invasion. 
Stamped “extremely sensi- 
tive,” the five-page memoran- 
dum, which was circulated 
among a handful of Blair's most 
senior aides, had not been made 
public. Several highlights were 
first published in January in the 
book “Lawless World,” which was 


written by a British lawyer and 
international Jaw professor, 
Philippe Sands. In early February, 
Channel 4 in London first broad- 
cast several excerpts from the 
memo. 

Since then, The New York 
Times has reviewed the five-page 
memo in its entirety. While the 
president's sentiments about in- 
vading Iraq were known at the 
time, the previously unreported 
material offers an unfiltered view 
oftwo leaders on the brink of war, 
yet supremely confident. NYT 


IRAQI Shiites offering Friday prayers outside 
Kadimiya mosque, in Baghdad, Iraq March 24. ie 


US accused s 
of massacre of 
Iraq worshippers 


BAGHDAD—POLITICIANS FROM  IRAQS 
Shiite majority accused US troops of massacring 
20 worshippers at a Baghdad mosque on Sunday 
‘but police and residents said many died in clash- 
es between Shiite militia fighters and Americans. 

US military spokespersons declined com- 
ment on the accusations but issued a state- 
ment describing a raid by Iraqi special forces, 
with US advisers, on a building that was not a 
mosque in roughly the same area. It said 16 in- 
surgents were killed. 

Police said US forces clashed with the Mehdi 
Army militia of radical Shiite cleric Moqtada 
al-Sadr, killing 20 fighters. 

With Baghdad under night curfew it was im- 
possible to pin down what happened. But un- 
usually strident anti-US coverage on govern- 
ment-run state television showed a fierce con- 
frontation between the ruling Shiite Islamists 
and the US administration. 

A spokesperson for Prime Minister Ibrahim 
al-Jaafari said the premier was “deeply con- 
cerned” and had called the US commander in 
Iraq, General George Casey, who said there 
would be a full inquiry. 

‘Also on Sunday, US forces arrested 41 offi 
cials from the Shiite-controlled interior min- 
istry and freed 17 foreigners from a secret jail, 
government, political and US sources said. 

Northeast of Baghdad, Iraqi troops found 30 
bodies, many of them beheaded, on a village 
street. And in the same area around Baquba, 
police arrested one of their own majors, the 
brother of the regional police chief, over Shiite 
death squad killings. 

‘The events came as Washington raises pres- 
sure on the Shiites to bring minority Sunnis in- 
to government—it is even planning landmark 
talks with hostile Shiite Iran to break the im- 
passe. Many fear a failure of the plan could 
plunge Iraq into civil war. 

Tragiya state television carried lengthy 
footage of the bloodied corpses of men in civil 
ian clothes, in a room where no weapons were 
visible, calling them vietims of US gunfire. 
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"American forces raid and burn Mustafa 
mosque. A number of citizens martyred in- 
side,” it said in an on-screen headline. 

One dead man had a membership card from 
Jaafar’s Dawa party. Jaafari ally Jawad al-Ma- 
liki condemned a US “policy of aggression." 
Leading aides to Sadr denounced the US 
troops. 

Sadr aide Hazim al-Araji later said: “We are 
calling for calm ... We do not want to be 
dragged to а third war” 

"Though supposedly disbanded in 2004 after 
two uprisings were crushed by US forces, the 
Mehdi Army remains a significant force, along 
with other progovernment militias which Sun- 
nis accuse of running death squads against 
them. 

Since 2004, Sadr, with apparent Iranian 
backing has become a virtual kingmaker with- 
in the dominant Shiite Alliance bloc—he cr 
cially is backing Jaafari to remain prime mini 
ter despite opposition from Sunnis, Kurds and 
some Alliance rivals. Reuters 
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PEPPERY Montaña standout Alex Compton drives past TeleTech’s 
Nino бей in Saturday's game won by the Jewels. поовлотом 


Tortillos, Jewels 


THERE WILL BE NO TRACE OF 
bitterness when Granny Goose 
coach Robert Sison faces his 
former team in the PBL Unity 
Cup today. 

"Tm coaching without hatred in my heart," 
said Sison. "For me, TIl just coach. Its nothing 
personal.” 

Granny Goose and Montafia will dispute the 
early lead at 4 p.m. ‘at the San Andres Gym after 
Magnolia and TeleTech clash at 2 p.m. 

Sison said he was initially apprehensive after 
spending only two weeks with the Tortilos. 

“| was worried that there might be resistance 
‘but I didn't see that,” said Sison, who resigned 
from Montafia after a disagreement with the 
management. 

"The Tortillos kicked off their campaign with a 
64-55 upset win over the Magnolia Spinners, last 
conference's champion. 

"The Jewels also had a good start, rolling back 
newcomer TeleTech Titans, 65-62. 


The Spinners are 
expected to recover 
from their opening- 
day loss, but the Titans 
also showed that they 


| stanomes 
| R.orShine 
G. Goose 
Toyota Otis 
Montaña 
Harbour 
| TeleTech 
| Magnolia 
Hapee-POU 
GAMES TODAY (San 
Andres бут) 
арт. теетейча 
Magrala 
ipm бану 
amonak] 


dent that the Titans 
would remain compet- 
itive even if his squad 
is composed mostly of 
role players. 

“We have to come 
up with adjustments 
against Magnolia," 
said Codifiera. "Most 
of my players didn't get enough minutes [in our 
firstgame). This в a big transition for them." 

‘Granny Goose got a big lift from JR Quifiahan, 
who showed he has recovered from his injury by 
scoring 14 points and hauling down 10 rebounds 
against Magnolia. 

Kelvin dela Peña, who suited up for Harbour 


Mendoza rules Asian- 
Duathlon in Thailand 


NATIONAL DUATHLON CHAM- 
pion Ryan Mendoza became the 
first Filipino to win an Open com- 
petition as he ruled the Asian 
Duathlon Cup las Saturday in 
‘Thailand. 

Mendoza, preparing for the 
Clark-Asian Championship on 
April 9 at the Clark Expo grounds, 
clocked one hour 53 minutes and 
20 seconds for the 10K run-40K 
bike SK run race. 

‘An Air Force enlisted man and 
supported by the Clark Develop- 
ment Corp. along with the other 
‘members of the national team, the 


Guagua, Pampanga, native topped 
the initial 10K run leg and was 
never headed. 

Belgian Kristovan Houd finished 
second in 1:56.37 while American 
James Kennedy took third place 
(1:57.17) in the race that was the 
highlight of the Mekong River Mul- 
tispor festival held in Thailand's 
‘Mudkuhan province. 

Other Filipino entries also per- 
formed creditably with Jefferson 
Valdez finishing fifth in 2:01.18 
and Augusto Benedicto timing 
2:13.31 for 10th place. 

Mendoza's fine form elated 


Cage stakeholders, Lina 
continue to trade barbs 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE FOUR MAJOR STAKEHOLDERS WHICH 
crafted Pilipinas Basketball as the new cage body 
yesterday criticized moves that aim to "delay and 
ultimately deny” the group's bid to seek recogni- 
tion from the world basketball federation (Fiba). 

‘But Basketball Association of the Philippines 
president Joey Lina, the fifth stakeholder named 
by Fiba in its Memorandum of Understanding 
forged with the Philippine Olympic Committee 
last year, said the group is merely looking for a 
“scapegoat.” 

їп a joint statement, the PBA, PBL, UAAP and 
NCAA “lamented Lina's tactics and positions,” 
which they said may “ultimately deny the coun- 
try’ re-entry into the sports international arena.” 

"ttis not true that we never listened to Joey 
Lina's concerns and suggestions,” said РВА com- 
missioner Noli Eala. 

Lina maintained that the five stakeholders had 
already agreed upon a restructured BAP in four 
previous meetings. But another process—the for- 
mation of a new cage body—was “abruptly 
agreed upon" during the fifth meeting, which 
Lina failed to attend. 

Eala, however, said that the readmission of a 
restructured BAP to the POC no longer “made 
sense” because of the “extremely negative bag- 
gage the group has had the past several years.” 

“That's а flimsy excuse, this negative baggage 
only exists in heir minds,” answered Lina. "Dont 
make me a scapegoat if Fiba rejects this new fed- 
eration.” 

ШААР representative Junjun Capistrano said 
that the readmission of the BAP was "merely dis- 
cussed as one of the options.” 


Capistrano noted that it was “not the only 
path” they discussed to lift the Fiba suspension. 

"We talked about it since Joey Lina promised a 
thorough revamp and restructuring of the BAB” 
said NCAA representative Fr. Vic Calvo. "But he 
never even worked towards this” 

"Tt was possible for us to keep the shell of the 
old BAP and just populate it with new people rep- 
resenting all the stakeholders, but this was not re- 
ally what the MoU called for” 

Lina recently presented Fiba documents that 
clarified the MoU last Sept. 29. The two letters 
signed by secretary general Patrick Baumann, 
noted that BAP must be expelled first from Fiba 
before a new federation can be formed. 

* have explained to them for the nth time that 
the MoU was clarified by Baumann,” said Lina. 

The stakeholders, however, remain optimistic 
that Pilipinas Basketball will eam Fiba's approval. 

"The sooner the new constitution and by-laws 
pass muster with the Fiba, we shall be inviting 
other leagues to join us as we forge ahead with 
Pilipinas Basketball," said PBL commissioner Chi- 
no Trinidad. 


Clark Development Corp. president 
Antonio Ng, who said their “all-out 
support for the RP team paid off” 
n the women's division, South- 
east Asian Games cycling medalist 
Maritess Bitbit suffered mechani- 
cal trouble and failed to finish the 
race. But Sen. Pia Cayetano, who 
competed in the age-group level, 
finished a fighting fifth in 2:37.49. 
‘Triathlon Assocation of 
Philippines president Tom Carrasco 
Jc said Mendoza's victory “proved 
that Filipino athletes, given proper 
and funding, can compete. 
atthe Asian and world levels” 


the 


RYAN Mendoza shows his 
trophy after besting a Belgian 
and an American for the title. 


TA 


EGA SALE! 


‘on March 31, 2006 * Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 


ide for early lead 


Update on La Salle scandal 
‘THE FACT-FINDING COMMITTEE TASKED TO 

probe the La Salle eligibilty scandal is expected to 
present ts findings to the ШААР board on March 30. 
he meting wili kick of a seres of deliberation be- 
fore the league issus, in the third week of Als 
decision on the the case involving Archers Mark Ben- 
itez and Tim Gatchalian. Suspension from the league 
is among the possible sanctions La Salle could face. 
in 1994, Adamson was suspended forayearfor "= 
fielding Mariou Aquino despite academic deficien- 
сез. The five-man panel, headed by Fr. Ermito de 
Sagon ofthe UST, recently completed its inquiry. La 
Sale fied a one-year leave of absence from the 
men's basketball tournament last January. But the 
UAAP turned down the request, noting that basket- 
alis one of the leagues two compulsory sports. 


I 
Centre last conference, also had a solid debut; 
with the Tortillos, chipping in 12 points. + 
League veteran Alex Compton and Froilan 
Baguion took over in the final minute to lead the’, 
in-form Jewels past the Titans. Jasmine W. Payo: 


FORYOUR DANDRUFF 
AND ITCHY SCALP 


Get Tricho-Intensive Treatments 


Dandruff, very oily or dry, itchy scalp and oth: 
don't do anything about it. Shampoos may not 


International, you'll get optimum 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 
Call us today for a FREE consultation. 


IRRITATIONS? 
Never Again! 


er irritations may lead to hair loss if you 
give you enough help. But with Svenson 
results through our Tricho-Intensive Treatments. 
Your scalp will be thoroughly cleansed to provide the ideal environment for healthier 


hair growth, No more embarrassing dandruff or discomfort from various scalp problems. 


Svensson 
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N. Cotabato clobbers Valencia Samsung Jun 


AMAS, KIDAPAWAN | CITY—THE 
North Cotabato Braves of Gov. Manny 
Pifiol rode on a record-breaking 36- 
point first quarter to snap Valencia Gold- 
еп Harvests two-game winning run 
with a 90-74 rout Sunday night in a 
southem division match in the NBC na- 
tional basketball championship at the 
jampacked provincial capitol gym here. 

Former Iloilo Warrior Eduardo Allado 
Jr. scattered 18 points, grabbed five re- 
bounds and dished out two assists as the 
Braves stopped the visiting cagers of Va- 
lencia Mayor Jose Galario Jr 

"The Braves output in the first 10 min- 
utes eclipsed the 35- point fourth quarter 


registered by the Iligan Crusaders in their 
win over North Cotabato last week. 
“We're motivated by our desire to give 
the home crowd a good show? said 
Braves coach Neil ames” Berneil “Our 
Joss to Шап was in our minds. The boys 
badly wanted to rebound from that oss.” 
The Braves went 6-oF 19 from the 
three-point territory to foil Golden Har- 
‘vest’ bid to make it three in a row in the 
tourney sponsored by Panasonic, Sulpicio 
Lines, Natures Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 
Rex Ligue and Anselmo Dagatan 
backed up Allado with 14 and 13 points, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 


respectively as the Braves improved 
their record to 1-1. 

North Cotabato jumped to a 19- 
poiont lead at the end of the opening 
canto. The Golden Harvest made crucial 
adjustments and even surged ahead 64- 
63 at the start of the payoff period. 

The scares: 

N. COTABATO 20 Vado 18, Ligue 14, Dagatan 
18, Regalado 10, Tamayo 8, nd 8, Reyes 5, Mar- 
tne 2, Cold, Cabanog 1, Cbr, Sonst, Del 
Norta 0, Erata 0, binas O. 

VALENCIA Т4—Адатв 15, Cruz 14, Navales 13, 
бай 10, Calz 9, Тв 7, Bra, Prada 4, Cum- 
rings 4, итар 2 Arquero O, Casar O, Cinel O. 

Quarters: 36:23, 49-42, 6964, 80:74 
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golf Tour tees 


off today at Club Malarayat 


LIPA CITY—A THREE-WAY FIGHT AMONG 
Orchard, Riviera and Aguinaldo looms as the 
Jungolf Interclub tournament, the opening leg of 
the Samsung Summer Circuit, gets going today at 
the Mt. Malarayat Golf and Country Club here. 

‘Wolen Superal, the reigning world champion. 
in the 11-12 years division, and his sister Crystal 
will be joined by seasoned Korean lass Lee Seo- 
jae in leading the Orchard campaign against all- 
‘boys’ teams from Riviera and Aguinaldo. 

1G Gutierrez and Carlo Legaspi will be at the 
helm of the Riviera bid while Gino Bunyi and 
Brent Sumampong will camy the fight for 


Cavs nip Rockets; 
Pacers stop 76ers 


NEW YORK—LEBRON JAMES SCORED 36 
points, including the go-ahead basket in 
overtime, as the Cleveland Cavaliers beat 
the Houston Rockets 104-102 for their fifth 
straight National Basketball Association 
win on Sunday. 

‘The Cavaliers improved to 41-29 with the 
victory in Houston and now sit fourth in the 
Eastern Conference standings, 10 games 
ahead of ninth-place Chicago, with 12 games 
left to play. 

Those numbers put Cleveland on the verge. 
of clinching its first playoff spot since 1998, 
leaving Cleveland coach Mike Brown pleased 
with where his team is and how the club 
played Sunday. 

“Going through games like this should real- 


22 ly help us to be able to close it the right way,” 


Brown told reporters. 

“To execute it offensively and defensively at 
the end is huge.” Cleveland never trailed in 
overtime after James forced the extra period 
with a lay-up with 22 seconds left, followed by 
a free throw after he was fouled by Yao Ming. 

"Yao then had a chance to win the game in the. 
dying seconds of regulation, but he lost the ball 


outside the lane while under heavy pressure. 

James was 0-5 against Houston in his ca- 
reer before the win and turned in another 
stellar performance just four days after hit- 
ting the game-winning basket in a 120-118 
overtime win over the Charlotte Hornets. 

Houston led after all of the first three quar- 
ters, taking a 47-45 lead at the half and enjoy- 
ing a three-point lead heading to the fourth 
quarter, but still lost for the seventh time in its 
past eight games. 

Damon Jones added 22 points for the Cavs, 
who also got 21 points and eight rebounds 
from Zydrunas Ilgauskas, who did a strong 
job covering Yao for most of the game as well. 

Yao had 27 points and seven rebounds to 
lead the Rockets, who sit 12th in the Western 
Conference and appear set to miss the post- 
season this year. 

Complete results: Indiana 92, Philadephia 79; Min- 
nosota 98, NY Knicks 94; Miwaukee 125, Toronto 116 
(OT) Chicago 101, Boston 97; Cleveland 104, Houston 
102007) 

SOLAR Sports will air the Indiana-Miami 
tussle at 8:30 a.m. today with a replay at 8 
pm. 
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BULLS’ ‘Tyson Chandler (right) blocks a shot by Celtics’ Paul Pierce. a 
Foreign-spiked cast swings into action 
as DHL Amateur Open golf gets going 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CANLUBANG, LAGUNA—THE DHL 
Amateur Open golf championship just 
gota sprinkling of international flavor. 

All eight members of the Singapore- 
an national team in the last Southeast 
Asian Games and a host of Koreans 
based in the country will slug it out with 
the Philippines! best as the prestigious 
tournament gets off the ground today 
at tough Cangolf North here. 

Choo Tze Huang spearheads the Sin- 
gapore side, which was beaten badly 
for the gold by Team Philippines and 


Juvic Pagunsan in the 23rd SEAG at the 
Country Club last December. 

Pagunsan is now a pro, but a slew of 
RP pool members who call this course 
home are entered, led by steady Jay 
Bayron, Boyet Ѕагавога and former 
winner Jun Bernis. 

Michael Bibat, the former winner of 
the Singapore Am, junior standout Ton- 
lits Asistio and other stars from the 
powerhouse manila Southwoods squad 
have also signed up. 

The mainstays of the Del Monte 
team, led by Buboy Jaraulla and Louie. 
Dacudao are also entered, like the other. 


heroes for Canlubang in the Philippine. 
Airlines Interclub last month who also 
belong to the National Caddies’ Open 

ol. 

Jonel Ababa, Joseph Labajo, Mark 
Fernando, Rufino Bayron and the NCO 
winner two weeks ago, Jessie Bal- 
asabas, will also strut their stuff in one 
of the most important individual ama- 
teur championships in the country. 

Rod and Joe Feliciano, DHL country 
head Larry Liamson and Canlubang 
team manager Luigi Yulo will hit the 
ceremonial drives opening the tourna- 
ment. 


IT'S A RUMOR, BUT TL SAY IT JUST THE 
same. Rumors have a weird way of filtering 
into our consciousness. The earlier we ex- 
pose them, the better 

And whats this rumor crying out to be 
heard? 

Camp John Hay wants to doit alone. 

The rumor mill says Camp John Hay wants 
to stage the Fil-Am Golf Tournament this De- 
cember in Baguio ай by its lonesome. 

No more Baguio Country Club, that bastion 
of everything prim and proper in the City of 
Pines. й 

No more Baguio Country Club, CJH's 
perennial partner in hosting the Fil-Am the 
last 55 years or so. 

Whata shame. 

Whoever floated the rumor, whoever craft- 
edit, must be out of his/her mind. 

Whodunit? 

Could it be Garci? 

‘Well and fine if Garci did it, 

‘That bea genuine true lie. 

But this I can tell with conviction: Bob So- 
brepeiia, the level-headed, calculating top 
honcho of CJH, will never allow such crap to 
be even tabled for boardroom discussion. 

Just entertaining it would be a sign of cow- 
ardice, if not downright treachery. 

Whats Baguio Country Club done to de- 
serve such an insult, if not iniquity? 

То exclude Baguio Country Club from a 


Baguio rumor bugs 


SPECTATOR 


tournament that has become part and parcel 
ofa lasting legacy a cherished tradition, is tan- 
tamount to signing the death sentence of Fi 
‘Am, considered the world’s biggest golf tour- 
nament, participants-wise. 

Стоп, lers nip itin the bud, this rumor that 
is as ugly as making GMA the next dictator af- 
ter Marcos. 

Стоп, Bob, say it aint so. I want to hear it 
from no one but you. Better yet, drop me a 
note saying it aiw't true? 

‘Once and for all, lets put an end to this cha- 
rade, 

TOP GEAR. My fellow Beatlemaniac, Ver- 
non "Sean" B. Sarne, has unraveled his lat- 
est babe—Top Gear Philippines. An auto- 
motive magazine owned by Summit Pub- 
lishing, Top Gears April issue features, 
among others, James Bond's first car, the 
Aston Martin DBS with all its high-tech gad- 
gets and weapons; Jay Leno's fancy, the 
modern-day Lamborghini Miura; and, 


Aliya Раге' most talked-about asset these 
days—her blue Nissan Patrol, that is. The 
new Toyota Previa is on the cover of Ver- 
non's state-of-the-art magazine, which hits 
newsstands this week. All the best, Vernon! 

PBA BASH. As 1 love to say here, ate is nev- 
er late, 

1 raise a glass to guys like Al Panlilio, MVP's 
indefatigable man in Hong Kong, who made 
the Talk "М Text Purefoods game on March 19 
in the former Crown Colony possible, and 
Ricky Vargas, the TNT governor, who made 
my dear colleagues’ stay in Asia's shoppers’ 
mecca а most enjoyable one. Special mention 
also goes to Commissioner Eala, whose pre- 
game speech at the Queen Elizabeth Stadium 
drew cheers from our so-called “new heroes” 
‘many of whom shed tears of joy watching the 
first ever PBA game in Hong Kong. And finally, 
the nightcap glass goes to ABCS's Bob Bar- 
reiro, Sienna Olazo and Kristine Rocamora, 
and Willie Marcial, Patrick Gregorio, Edwin 
Bautista, Chito Bautista and lawyer AGA, the 
RMN 558 broadcaster nonpareil cum lawyer 
of the oppressed and the downtrodden. And, 
yes, also to Winston de la Cruz, the ABCS ex- 
‘ecutive who is also a fellow Beatlemaniac, ту 
deepest gratitude for the warm company. To 


you all, Isay bravo! 


Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net | 


"Visayas squads clash for beach volley slots 


: Volley Championships today and 


« four from each division will make 


IT'S THE VISAYAS TEAMS’ TURN 
to dispute slots for the Boracay 


by Nestea 
phase of the 10th Nestea Beach 


at the La 
court. 
tomorrow. 

There are 12 men's and 12 
‘women’s teams but only the top 


it to the semis and finals of the 


annual summer event presented 


Competing schools are Colegio 
dela Purisima Concepcion, Founda- 
Hon U, lolo Doctors College, 
Southwestern U, University of Ce- 
bu, University of Negros Occ. Reco- 


letos, 
Action starts at 8 a.m. 
Salle Greenhills sand 


record fourth st 


niversity of San Agustin, 
University of San Carlos, University 
оГ San Jose Recoletos, University of 
St. La Salle Bacolod, University 
Southern Philippines Foundation 
and University of the Visayas. 
Southwestern U is eyeing a 
ight crown in 
the women's division, Other for- 


mer champions from the Visayas 
are San Jose Recoletos (2002 and 
2004) and Foundation (2001) in 
the men's division, 

The Boracay phase is sched- 
uled May 4 to 6 with the winning 
pairs taking home P100,000 each 
and their getting P50,000 worth 
‘of sports equipment 


Aguinaldo in the 54-hole event which serves as 
the official qualifier for two slots to the Master- 
card Junior Masters in Australia, 

Aso fielding teams are Wack Wack, Malarayat, 
Royal Northwoods and Valley. Defending cham- 
pion Manila Southwoods begged off. 

Samsung and Philippine Airlines are the main 
sponsors of the circuit organized by the Junior 
Golf Foundation of the Philippines in coordination 
with the Federation of Golf Clubs in the Philip- 
pines. The other sponsors are DHL, Callaway Ti- 
tleist, Mizuno, La Jolla, Taylor Made, Wilson, Ping, 
MOCI Air Liquid, коога Golf and Michael Guy 


POC ready 
to admit 
Pilipinas 
Basketball 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


PILIPINAS BASKETBALL IS EXPECTED TO BE 
admitted as the countrys new cage body when 
the Philippine Olympic Committee general as- 
sembly convenes today. 

The noontime meeting at the Dasmarifias Vil- 
lage home of POC president Jose "Peping" Co- 
juangco will also decide the chief of mission of 
the RP campaign in the Asian Games in Doha, 
Qatar, this December and elect a new vice presi- 
dent to replace the resigned Rey Jaylo of judo. 

‘Also in the agenda is the report of the Asiad 
"Task Force charged with laying down the criteria 
forthe selection of the RP squad to the Asiad. 

‘The entry of Pilipinas Basketball will be reconi- 
mended by the POC basketball committee which 
had earlier approved the organization of the new 
cage group by four of five major stakeholders 
based on a Memorandum of Understading 
forged between the POC and the world basket- 
ball federation (Fiba) last year. 

‘The four stakeholders are the РВА, the PBL, 
the UAAP and the NCAA. Joey Lina, the fifth 
stakeholder as president of the Basketball Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, abandoned the group, 
claiming the four adopted a new organizational 
process when he failed to attend the body’ fifth 
meeting. 

The РОС is expected: to name chair Robert 
Aventajado as Asiad chief of mission with First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo seemingly bent on leav- 
ing Philippine sports alone after serving as its 
chief fund-raiser in the last two Southeast Asian 
Games. 


Indy car racer dies 


HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA—INDY-CAR RACER 
Paul Dana of the United States was killed in a 
crash during a practice session here Sunday be- 
fore the Indy 300. The accident came during the 
final pre-race testing before the first indy Racing 
League event of the season at the 1.5-mile oval at 
-Міаті Speedway. "This is a very 
black day,” sald Bobby Rahal, a former racer and 
the 30-year-old driver's team owner. АР 


SPORTSWATCH 


Compton launches Nike Elite cage camp 
LOOKING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COUNTRY'S QUEST TO REGAIN ITS LOFTY 
standing in Asin basketball, PBL star Alex Compton and his peers have launched 
the Nike Elte Basketball Camp, a unique grassroots development program for 
high school cagers. Under the program, 80 players from Metro Manila aged 14 to 
16 will get the chance to further hone their skills in an all-expense paid, six-day 
саре camp staring Apr 7 at Brent Mamplasan in Laguna. Chosen from a fiid of 
00 aspirants by a group of professor players, trainers and coaches led by Ato 
Badolato, the 80 cagers wil be house for six days at Brent School. To ensure ай 
players wil get personalized training, one trainer wil be assigned to every five 
татр participants. "Те Philippines was the bestin Asia for a long tme," said 
Compton, the camp's project director, in a press briefing yesterday at the Wasabi 
Bistro and Bar in Makati. "We'd Ike to heip bring back those glory days." Compton 
and Badolato will work with several other top trainers and players including NBA 
veteran David Wood, Coach E cage camp founder Eric Altamirano and former PBA 
Star Ronnie Magsenocin the cay activities. Evening sessions wil feature Alaska 
coach Tim Cone and Kirk Colier, among others. 


Magnaye, Del Mundo gain junior q’finals 
PETER MAGNAYE AND VIRGIL DEL MUNDO DOWNED THEIR RESPECTIVE FOES 
in different fashions Sunday to reach the quarterfinal round in boys' singles of the 
JVC Open Junior Championships at SM Megamall over the weekend. The 13-year- 
‘old Magnaye routed Kenwart Toledo, 21-11, 21-6, under the new rali point scor- 
ing system. Magnaye, playing for the PNP, faces Philip Escueta of 'ЋАО4 when ac- 
tion inthe quarterfinals ofthis event sponsored by VC (Phils resumes on May 
28 at SM Sta. Rosa. Del Mundo hung tough to repulse Mervin Santiago, 21-18, 
21-18. Philp Escueta survived teammate Jefferson Patawaran, 21-16, 19-21, 21- 
17, on a day stuffed with closely fought matches among the country’s top shutters 
in ine 14-under division. In other matches: Kelvin Panganiban d. Ramon Guerrero 
24-23, 21-18, 21-18: Вар Ubungin d. Kevin Suarez, 21-9 18-21, 21-18; Laurence. 
Carlos d. Kevin Maghirang, 21-18, 21-14; Nikko Angsico d. Kevin Ponciano, 21- 
18, 19-21, 21-14; Honesto Buendia Il! d. Arlo Madrid, 21-9, 21-8. 


60-fight roster today at Sta. Ana 

‘THE FIRST 3-COCK DERBY THIS YEAR AT SANTA ANA COCKPIT sizzles today, 
with 60 encounters on tap atthe A. Reyes Avenue in Makati ity. A guaranteed 
prize of 180,000 is at take, said pit manager Butchoy Olano, who is assisting 
host Шо Roque. Entry fe s P5,500. Another 3-cock event sizes on Aprl 11, 
with Boy Corcuera as host. The regular “Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan” of Sta. Ала 
Cockpit Is scheduled this Saturday. For Inquiries, call 898-3474 or 898-3475. 
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SPORTS A 
GMU stuns Connecticut, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2006 


Maria, Amelie 
hurdle rivals 


MIAMI—MARIA SHARAPOVA 


saved eight set points before fi- - 
nally grinding out a 6-2 7-6 
third-round victory over 

Maria Elena Camerin at 

the Nasdaq-100 Open 

on Sunday. 

By contrast, Amelie 
Mauresmo trounced fel- 
low Frenchwoman Ma 
on Bartoli for the third 
time with a 6-4 6-0 win. 

Тор seed Mauresmo now 
plays 14th-seeded Апа 
Ivanovie of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro, who beat Ukrainian 
Alona Bondarenko 6-3 5-7 6-3. 

In the meris draw, third seed David 
Nalbandian of Argentina beat Czech 
Tomas Berdych 6-7 6-1 6-0to reach the 
fourth round. Russian Nikolay Davy- 
Чепко also advanced. Reuters 


TTF Ооп $$ 


TENNIS BALLS 


enters NCAA Final Four 


WASHINGTON—GEORGE MASON 
extended an astonishing run in the US 
National Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion (NCAA) basketball tournament 
here Sunday with an 86-84 over-time 
upset of top seed Connecticut. 

The victory lifted the Patriots, a 
controversial invited selection to the 
field of 65, into a national champi- 
onship semi-final Saturday at Indi- 


anapolis against Florida, which elimi- 
nated Villanova 75-62 Sunday. 

If George Mason can continue the 
Cinderella dance through the top US 
college squads, the school would play 
for a national championship on April 
З against either the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles (UCLA) or 
Louisiana State. 

Jai Lewis scored 20 points to lead 


five George Mason players in double 
figures as the Patriots, an 11th seed, 
became the worstseeded team to 
reach the “Final Four” since Louisiana 
State did so in 1986 as an 11th seed. 
Next in the Patriots’ path is Florida. 
This will be the first time since 1980 
that all four top-seeded teams failed 
to advance from the regionals into 
the “Final Four.” AFP 


Ames wins, takes vacation ў” 


PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLORIDA—CANA- 
баз Stephen Ames fired a stunning 67 here 


Ames went five-under par, the low score of 
the final round, to defeat South African run- 


SundaytowinthePGAPlayersChampionship  ner-up Retief Goosen by six strokes and cap- 
then pulled another shocker by saying he will ture the biggest victory of his career with a 
72-hole total of 14-under par 274. AFP AMES 


skip the Masters for a family vacation. 
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A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


JASON, YOU CAN'T 
DRAW "BOON 
DOCKS” CARTOONS! 


чоо DON'T KNOW THE 
FIRST THING ABOUT. 
BLACK POP CULTURE! 


AND Гм SURE MARCUS 1S 
‘TONS OF HELP. 
7 
3usr n omer] 
мү BEST FRIEND | DAY wE WERE 
1S BLACK! TALKING 


G3 [S ЄЎ 


МАН. [ТАМ NG 
РДА, AM u 


MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


ALL BLACK TO 

PROJECT MY 
ARTISTIC SIDE.-OR 
MS FOOTBALL 
JERSEY To PROJECT 
MY ATHLETIC SIDE... 


Т CAN'T DECIDE WHAT TO WEAR 
ÔN МУ PLAYOATE WITH CAILIN 


JUST MAKE SURE YOU WEAR А 
CLEAN DIAPER 50 YOU DON'T 
PROJECT YOUR STINKY SIDE 


BABY BLUES BYJERRY SCOTT 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


EDUCATIONAL TO 
[UTC 


(GT me Time лено A Few P 
"ер YOU UNDEPSAND THE 
“TRUTH ABOUT BLOW, 


CSF 
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[улен THEY au ETE 


ON Tua BAREFOOT a 
TEMPETE Д 


Мат, TAY 


WHAT po, 
You mea? Л 
I 2 


THIS 15 MY 3 
"LEAVE ME ALONE" 
FACE. 


You STILL 
HERE? 


THIS RELATIONSHIP 
with You, 
Conscience, 
MUST REMAIN 
1MPe gSsNAL. 


Look UP AND 
нер me 
Down ! 


10 Suble alert 
^4 Berts Muppet 
pal 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
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24 Count amer 
25 -o chi ewuan 
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po 
«35 Camera 
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Quite pos- 


By Diane C. Baldwin 

Columbia, MD 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

хо Jan. 19): You have to 


4 Whippoorwill 
ъв 


5 siggy dessert 
5 Michener saga 
7 _Aiendy 
з Bomas 
9 Future frogs 

10 French captal 

ШЗ 

calculator 

та Foot botom 

13 Duffors handfut 

18 Yikes! 

23 Sony sout 

26 Раву 

2] Botanical 
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‘May 20): You might en- July 22): Discussions Sept. 22): ln discus- 
powerful who really ion this morning could Ду and partners, things will 
makes you think (proba- finitely get out of heat up quickly, espe- 
bly this morning). Quite hand. Better го keep the cally this morning. Thats Беси 
possibly you are the powerful per- friendship than to insist on making everybody feels a bit hot under the 
зоп who impacts someone else in @ your point. Don't you agree? collar. Plus, people are in a “know it 
‘very memorable way. all” mood. (Not good.) 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Avoid argu- 
ments about money and 
possessions, especially 
this morning. People feel 
extremely territorial to- 
ший tomorrow to talk 


51 Cory ideana 
$A Shop maur” 
55 Гарат 

57 Ng tete 


58 Go galvaning 
59 Cam-contoled 


IEEE 


j 
f 
Í 
i 


tool 
62 You said tt 
63 Ufe of Riley 
64 Ezra of росту 
85 Old sailors 
68 Bassoon need 
67 Catalogs 


DOWN 
1 Become. 
established 
2 Coaso-tre 
3 Not шей 


{ 
i 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You feel un- 
usually emotional about 
something this mornin; 
Don’t act or react while 
you feel this way. Wait 

until tomorrow to state your case. 

(You'll be glad you did.) 


42 Spots bulls 
43 Possibly 
46 Harvested 
41 Brot 


seasoning 

49 Olympian 
desse 

51 Have qualms 
about 


g 

32 Tenor Carreras 

33 Cobra cousins 

34 Sola update, 
maybe 

36 Knotted 

38 Cop, at times 


dm 
30 Cite pieces 61 Bossy remark? 


DIVINE COMEDY 


ALAM MONG 


NAKIKITA ANG 
"FEATURES" 
NG NOON 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
punsoY, Нимле MONG 
{олмвоћа МА LASINGr 

£o UMUWI Fun MINSAN , 


тандам Mo А! Y тото! BAT MO 
INAAWAY SI 


HINDI Po! Tuwing 

LASING LANG 
Po SIYA! „/ 
BUNSOY, 

LAGI BANS 

GANT SI 


THATS 
"CAUSE MICHAEL 
DUMPED HALF 

‘OF YOUR 
CHANEL No 5 
OWN 
THERE. 
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"еки sup FAMOUS- ARAY’- 
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BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
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Pepot Sug 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


DIGITAL FEATURES CONSISTED 40 PER- 
cent of the Philippine movie industry's 
output in 2005. 

"This was disclosed to INQummn Entertain- 
ment by Philip Cheah, festival director of the 
19th Singapore International Film Festival 
EE) ing om Aprl 13 ro 29 

, a jury member in last years Cine- 
E Film Festival, put together a special 
section on "New Philippine Digital Cinema” 
forthe SIFE 

Included in the RP program are Cine- 
malaya winners, prod- 
wes of Cinema Опе 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the festival is "curious about the isolation of 
Southeast Asian cinema within Southeast Asia 

„А decade ago, we paid tribute to the mas- 
ters [of Philippine cinema] with retrospectives 
of the works of Ishmael Bemal and Laurice 
‘Guillen. But we also [try to] spot new trends." 

‘Among the 16 Filipino digital films to be 
shown in SIFF are Guillien’s “Santa Santita”; 
Cinemalaya entries like Pam Miras’ “Blood 
Bank,” Joel Ruiz’s “Mansyon,” Sigrid Andrea 
Bemardos “Babae,” Del Mundos “Pepot 
Arista” and Adlawan's “Roomboy”; Dennis 
Marasigaris "Sa North Diversion Road" from 
Cinema One; Marin's “Bakasyon” (Ishmael 
Bemal Award winner at the 2004 Cinemanila) 


Of RP’s 2005 movie 
output, 40 percent 
was digital 


and ‘A Short Film about the Indio Nacional”; 
Roxlee's Juan Kaliwa” and "House of Sing”; 
Dennis E. Sebastian's "Tumatakbo", Torres 
“Todo Todo Teros”; Ruelo Lozendo's “Simula”; 
теу Clamors “Putek” and Diaz's “Heremias.” 


"Three RP films are in competition: “Pepot,” 


“Indio Nacional” and "Todo Todo.” 


and Cinemanila and 
other indie works. 


MTRCBP G 


PATRONAGE 


ALL AGES ADMITTED 


-— 


"More than) any 
other Southeast Asian 
country the Philippines 
has embraced the digi- 
tal format to the maxi 
mum,” Chea wrote in 
an e-mail, “Who else 
but Filipinos have 
made digital epics like 
lav Diaz's “Ebolusyon 
ng Isang Pamilyang 
Pilipino’ and 
‘Heremias? Who else 
but Filipinos have tak- 
en so readily to the dig- 
ital format to the point 
that they have pro- 
duced over 30 digital 
features or 40 percent 
of the annual output 
Jast year?” 


Re-energized 

Cheah said RP cine- 
ma is “re-energized by 
newcomers and sea- 
soned апыз 
alike’—youngblood 
like John Torres, Raya 
Martin and Alfred Ad- 
Jawan and veterans like 
lodualdo del Mundo, 
Roxlee and Diaz. Said 
Cheah, "The content of 
Filipino cinema is ex- 
tremely varied.” 

їп the festivals web. 
site, organizers dubbed 
this unique develop- 
ment “a digital revolu- 
tion” 

"2005 was really a 
watershed year for Fil- 


noted. 
[spearheaded by] а 
whole community; the. 
creativity and the level 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
GALLERIA : EMI. 


1 NORTH COUNTRY + THX 
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6 NORTH COUNTRY 
1200 230 500 730 1000 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchasest 
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SHARON CUNETA MY MEGA VALENTINE - THE REPEAT 


MARCH 31. FRIDAY 8 pm 
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RAY ROMANO, 
John Leguizamo and 
Dennis Leary have 
lent their voices 
anew to Manny, Sid 
and Diego in "Ice Age 
2: The Meltdown." 

“I love Manny as a 
character and I love 
playing him,” said 
Romano of the “cur- 
mudgeon with a big 
chip on his shoulder 
and a tough exteri- 
or" 

Leguizamo was ea- 
ger to find new facets. 
of Sid. "He wants re- 
spect, to be taken se- 
пошу” the actor 
said. "Thats his 
quest.” 


No 


guarantee 
WELLINGTON, NEW 
Zealand—After New 
Zealand movie spe- 
cialists grabbed an- 
other three Oscars at 
the 78th Academy 
‘Awards in Los Ange- 
les, five-time winner 
Richard Taylor said 
the awards do not 
guarantee fresh of- 
fers of work. 

Taylor, head of 
Wellington's 
renowned digital 
special effects house 
Weta Workshop, won 
the Oscar for Best Vi- 
sual Effects, along 
with Joe Letteri, Bri 
an Vant Hul and 
Christian Rivers, for 
director Peter Jack- 
son's King Kong re- 
make. 

“We still have to 
hustle for business 
along with everyone. 
else," Taylor said. 
“Weta has to compete 
for the work like ev- 
ery freelance compa- 
ny putin a cost-effec- 
tive bid and do an in- 
credibly high-quality 
job to... demonstrate 
ме are worthy of the 
next job.” AP 


L1 

Jobs TV 
LOOKING FOR A 
job? Try tuning in to 
‘Jobs ТУ” a new half- 
hour show that airs 
10 a.m. Saturdays on 
Studio 23. 

The show hosted 
by Ria Tanjuatco-Tril- 
lo has eight segments. 
which include: "On 
the Job," a successful. 
person's typical 
‘workday; “Corporate 
Ladder,” in which a 
Convergys (a leader 
in customer care, hu- 
man resources and 
billing services) hu- 
man resource admin- 
istrator explains 
what it takes to suc- 
ceed; "Dress Code"; 
“Classifieds,” a listing 
of job fairs and rele- 
vant workshops and 
seminars; and "Free- 
lance," which fea- 
tures creative people 
in arts-related, pe- 
ripheral or alterna- 
tive fields; "Tech De- 
partment,” on the lat 
est gadgets; and 
“Help Desk,” where 
ап HR expert an 
swers job-related 
queries from view 
ers. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Star power no longer reigns supreme 


FOR DECADES, LOVERS OF GOOD MOVIES 
have bewailed the star-oriented thrust of the 
mainstream film industry. Since fans watched 
films for the actors who appeared in them, stars 
held too much power and inordinately affected 
the quality ofthe movies they agreed to actin, 

Many films were tailor-made to suit the stars’ 
plus points and limitations, so variety and origi- 
nality suffered. 

‘A number of major stars were afraid to take 
risks, so they pretty much played mere variations 
оп their signature screen personas throughout 
their predictable careers. 

Film Бш sought to diminish star power and 
sive greater weight to script and direction, but 
fans wouldnt let go of their fixation on their 
screen idols. 

Some 10 years ago, the situation began to 
change on its own. Moviegoers finally got bored 
with the predictable, star-oriented film fare being 
chumed ош for them, and transferred their view- 
ing allegiance to US imports. 

‘Local stars made things worse by arrogantly 
upping their demands in terms of hefty fees and 
increased control over production. In particular, 
action superstars ticked producers off by asking 
for, not just millions as recompense for their work 
аз actors, but additional millions for line-produc- 
ing theirstarrers. 


VIEWFINDER 


This makes 
fora 
healthier, 
more 
creative 
film 
climate 
Turnaround 
THEY ано пене on the righe w approve c> all around 
workers, from co-stars to director. When their 
films bombed at the box office, peeved producers 
refused to offer them new projects. Thus, the ac- 
tion superstars had to make-do with acting. onTV 
sitcoms, as they're doing to this day. 
Now that only a few Filipino movies are being 
made, producers are much less willing to pay top 
money to stars who can no longer be: relied on to 
‘come up with hits. 
Producers are also responding to moviegoers’ 
сай for fresher film concepts and better produc- 
tion values. Instead of spending most of their 
money on inflated star salaries, they're banking on 
more original stories and solid technical plus 
points to interest viewers, not just locally but in 
other film markets as well. 
Where does that leave the stars? Many of them 
take on TV work. But the film industry stil needs 
stars, so new ones are being developed, mostly for 
teen romances. Instructively these new stars don't 
rate the inflated talent fees that older lead players 
charged years ago. 
With some exceptions, local filmmaking has 
become a budget, savvy activity, and star power 
no longer reigns supreme. Movie actors must now 
share the limelight with other aspects of produc- 
tion, and that makes for a healthier and more cre- 
ative film climate all around. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 

Enjoy lust clase entertainment at amazing prices! 
‘Starting March 20, MONDAY & TUESDAY 
Special prices at P99 for cinemas 1-4 and 

120 for the premiere theater (without food and drinks) 

‘See posters and fiyers for details 


Ye 
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At the Activity Center 


Customer Service text пове: 0917 6095900 : 
Glorietta -752 7272; from 10am lo Врт 
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‘Alabang Town Center - 842 2782; пот 10am to 8pm 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Майа 886 7519 
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BPI installment Madness 
March 15 to 31, 2006 
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Anson's Emporlum Exhibit 
March 12 to 31, 2006 
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It's Easy! Join Ayalà Cinemas’ 
Trippin in 80 Days Raffle Promo 


PEARLS ARE CULTURED 


NU 
Жи Bo 


ў 


КЕЙ о soa. 


and get a chance to win 


exciting all-expense paid trips 
to Cebu, Davao, and Palawan. 


Get a coupon for every 

1/2 Vekets purchased at 
jetta and Greenbelt Cinemas 
and drop in dropboxes, 
Hurry! Watch a movie now! 


Promo ends on May 
Per DTLNGR Permit но A1200. 8 


Child Development Center of Cebu's 
tivities 


For inquiries, pl 


Levi's Enginoored Freedom Park 
April 1 & 2, 2006 


Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
‘April 1, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
at REP's Globe Theater - March 24, 25, 26, 31, April 1, 2, 
For inquires, pls. call 887-0710. 


7.8.9 


Registration Is now ongoing for Ayala Museu 
‘Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006 
зә call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www. 


iere ўл 


Just Got Bigger and Better! 


Shop in Ayala Malls using your BPI Express Credit Cord 
fora dank to win а Nissan Patrol 4x4 in the Grand Draw; 
‘ond fabulous prizes in the Monthly Draws ç 


movietime 
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Now 


share а movie with a loved one with SM Cinema's 


50% OFF 2% 


Storis on Monch 15 to Aghi 30, 2006 
Mondays lo Thursdays 


you can ask her out 
UERN 
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‘Labo-iabo’ 


OVER A THOUSAND WOMEN PARTICIPAT- 
ed in the successful staging of the very first 
‘Pinay in Action’ All Women's Run on Sun- 
day, March 19, at the Bonifacio Global 
in Taguig. The S-kilometer and 10-km 
walk/run event was led by my "sis" Senator 
Pia Cayetano and participated in by some 
1,200 women from all over Metro Manila. 
More than just a sporting event, it raised 
public awareness on diseases which pri- 
marily affect women, particularly breast 
and cervical cancer, and advocated the pre- 
vention of violence against women and 
children 

Celebrity couples Ronnie Ricketts and 
wife Mariz, Anthony Pangilinan and Mari- 
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HE NEVER HURT A SOUL UNTIL THE DAY HE DIED 
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love 


cel Laxa were among those who joined Sun- 
daysrun. 


Thrilling 

Speaking of Pia, her equally brilliant 
brother Direk Lino Cayetano happens to be 
the boyfriend of PBB housemate Bianca 
Gonzales. Televiewers were touched and 
thrilled when he greeted Bianca on her 
birthday with a fireworks display that illumi- 
nated Big Brother's garden. Bianca's tears 
just kept flowing. But is it true that Lino 
‘could no longer stand watching PBB because 
of Bianca's extra-closeness to Zanjo Maru- 
do, so he flew to Paris for a change of 
scenery? My source says that Lino's ex-girl- 
friend (a model/filmmaker) is based in the 
City of Light. Sometimes it takes an old 
flame to help keep the fire burning in your 
current relationship. Hopefully, when Bian- 
cais out of the PBB house, her heart will find 
its way back home to Lino. 


Tug of war 

Still on the tug of war between love and 
jealousy that no couple is exempt from, Judy 
‘Ann Santos boyfriend Ryan Agoncillo 
didn’t take Piolo Pascual’s statement ("I 
hope I'm not causing trouble between Juday 
& Ryan") too well. 

Ryan said that he intends to put Piolo in 
his place—or words to that effect. Piolo 
meant no harm. He was just trying to put an 
end to insinuations that his love scenes with 
Juday in their teleserye, “Sa Piling Mo,” 
might be agitating Ryan. I know Ryan to be a 
perfect gentleman but love can make even 
the most sensible person go ballistic at times. 
Matters are even aggravated for show biz 
couples. Celebs’ petty lovers’ quarrels turn 
into a word war on TV. They become more 
than just love triangles, with the many an- 
gles that show biz talks shows put into them! 


New romance 

Could romance be brewing between LJ 
Reyes and Alfred Vargas? They have denied 
this but my spy insists that the Kapuso stars 
are most likely to become “magkapuso” soon. 
‘They must have their own reasons for want- 
ing to keep it hush-hush. LJ has her loveteam 
with Mike Tan to protect. As for Alfred, he’s 
intermitttently linked to this or that actress 
or model. A hunk like him must remain 
unattached to maintain his “market value.” 
But the more you try to hide love, the more it 
shows! As I always say to a "secret love,” if 
the feeling is mutual; shame on us! 


Free of Freestyle 

Тор Suzara is the latest additioristo-the 
“ASAP '06" family. Kapamilyas welcome this 
gifted songwriter/singer with open arms. 
"Top was Freestyle's front man and lead gui- 
tarist. But now һе з free of Freestyle. It wasa 
painful but necessary decision for him to 
leave the band, he says. “I became disillu- 
sioned. It's like everything I worked hard for 
with the band was a hoax. I hibernated. But 
instead of just staying down, I chose to move 
up so here Lam. I have no bitter feelings to- 
wards Freestyle but out of delicadeza „Га 
rather that they didn't sing the songs I com- 
posed for the band.” 

"Top wrote most of Freestyle's hits, such as 
“So Slow" and "Before I Let You Go.” He 
penned new songs for his album aptly called 
"Carry On" (Universal records). On his own 
now, Top need not worry about Freestyle 
cramping his style. 


Mall tour 

Rivermaya's “Greatest Hits 2006” album 
has hit platinum status. To thank their fans, 
the band will go on a Metro Manila mall 
tour: March 29 at St. Francis Square, Orti- 
gas; March 31, Market! Market!; April 5, SM 
Centerpoint; April 7, Edsa Star Mall; April 9, 
SM North. Vote for Rivermaya as Philippines’ 
Favorite Artist in this coming MTV Asia 
‘Awards 2006 on www.mtvasiaawards.com 


Whoops! 

Whoops, a clothing apparel boutique 
known for funky/stylish clothes, marks its 
7th year with “Whoops Battle of the Bands: A 
Music and Fashion Clash.” 

The event coincides with the launch of the 
boutique's image models Nicole Hernandez 
and Gabriel Valenciano. Entry forms are 
available at any Whoops branch (Megamall, 
Glorietta 2, Sta Lucia Cainta). 
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CINEMA 


The perfect reward for movie lovers this Graduation Season 
‘Get complimentary passes when you buy in bulk 


M Cinema branch nearest you or please сай 831 1000 loc 2680 for inquiries 


exclusive 
ScREENIN 


Robinsons Movieworld 
galleria«ermita«metro east 


“The Shocking Video 
that Rocked the Whole Country" 


Opens MARCH 22 
RCB Rating: R-10 
enclose and personal with JENNIFER LEE 
Cinema Lobby 
MARCI 12 ити 2PM: Caria APW Metro East APM 


ЖЧ MARCH 26 Metro East 2PM. Galleria APM Ermita 6PM 


FEEDBACK 


Рт Filipino 

From Sherri 
Bautista Burke 
(mother of Cheryl 
Burke) of Daly City, 
California: 

Natalia Cruz her- 
self said it in her own 
words: Cheryl Burke 
and Melody have 
"Filipino тоо" 
Thats what makes 
them Filipinos and 
no one can take that 
away from them, I 
am absolutely proud 
of any Filipino's ac- 
complishment. 
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eTelecare hiring 3,000; 


gov't to train 100,000 


e 
NEW CALL CENTER FACILITY. President Macapagal-Arroyo graces the inauguration of the 
new Business Process Outsourcing facility of New York-based Sutherland Global Services at 


By Daxim L. Lucas and Christine О. Avendaño 


THE CALL CENTER INDUSTRY BOOM CON- 


tinues to pick up steam. 

Call center operator eTelecare 
Global Solutions will expand its 
operations in the United States 
and the Philippines and will hire 
as many as 3,000 additional local 


cently, eTelecare president and 
CEO John R. Harris said the addi- 
tional staff would complement 
the company’s existing head- 
count in the country which al- 


the Export Bank Plaza, Makati City. With 


Favila, Sutherland Global Services ci 
officer Prem Phutur. 


the President are (from left) Trade Secretary Peter 


ind CEO Dilip R. Vellodi, and SGS chief technology said. 
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T-bill rates fall across the board 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


“TREASURY BILL RATES FELL ACROSS 
‘the board yesterday as cash-rich banks 
‘swamped the governments latest auc- 
‘tion, betting heavily on longer term 
tenors given rosier economic 
‘prospects. 
> The Bureau of the Treasury auc- 
‘tion was oversubscribed, attracting 
P15.3 billion worth of bids or more 
‘than five times the P3-billion offering. 
The benchmark 91-day treasury 


bill rate, used by banks as a bench- 
mark in setting their lending rates, 
averaged lower at 4.978 percent from 
the previous week's 5.017 percent, at- 
tracting total tenders of P2.56 billion. 

The 182-day yield likewise eased 
to 5.935 percent from 6.073 percent, 
drawing total tenders of P4.81 bil- 
Жоп. The 364-day rate also dropped 
to 6.75 percent from 7.083 percent, 
with total bids of P7.94 billion. 

‘The government awarded in full its 
P3-billion offering, which earmarked 


P1 billion each for each tenor. 

"The drop was exemplified in the 
longer tenor as manifested in eight 
times oversubscription in the one- 
year (tenor) and five times over in six 
months (tenor),” said National Trea- 
surer Omar Cruz. 

"This indicates a very positive mar- 
ket view over the period with a good 
yield pick-up at the back of a positive 
fiscal/budget outlook and inflation 
outlook in the second half,” Cruz 


agents, the company's new chief 


Speaking before reporters re- 
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ready stands at 4,000 employees. 
“We will grow bigger,” he said. 
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Gee stock market report on Page B) 
Shares close lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.55 PERCENT 
lower yesterday on profit-taking after recent. 
gains took the benchmark index to its highest 
level in nearly seven years, dealers said. 

However, they said the light volumes sug- 
gest investors were just taking a breather and 
may buy back into the market after a brief 
technical correction. 

The composite index fell 12.18 points at 
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This March, you can own the ALTIS and INNOVA with 4 great deals. 
To celebrate our 4" year as the country's NO. 1 in sales 
— for Passenger Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales*. 


FREE ONE YEAR COMPREHENSIVE 
ВАЗЕ АСИ tor the INNOVA and the ALTIS with any of 
these special privileges: 


# 
Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used for Toyota Genuine Accessories, 
‘chattel Mortgage, LTO Registration, TFS Financial Package or Discount. 
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‚ Avail of this wonderful package for the Altis or Innova through 

Toyota Financial Services (TFS). 
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moving forward > 


Filipino- 
By Ronnel W. Domingo 


AFILIPINO-DUTCH COMPANY IS INVEST- 
ing an initial P66 million in a coco coir-pro- 
ducing venture expected to create jobs for 
about 2,000 households in the Bicol region. 

‘The newly formed Corion Enterprises 
is also seen bringing in P19 million in ex- 
port earnings during its first year of oper- 
ations, according to the Department of 
"Trade and Industry. 


A joint venture between local firm Co- 
cotechnologies Corp. and Dutch firms Oner- 
со BV and Rinos BV the company will be ex- 
porting all ofits output to the Netherlands. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said the 
project was “very much welcome” as it 
would provide livelihood opportunities 
and distribute income to the countryside. 

Under the partnership, Corion would 
produce coco coir yams that would be 
Sent to the Netherlands for processing in- 
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to coco coir mats. 

In turn, the mats will be marketed to the 
Philippines and other Asian markets in- 
duding Japan, but Corion intends to even- 
tually produce the mats in the Philippines. 

Further, the Dutch govemment has 
granted the project 90,000 euros through 
its Program for Cooperation with Emerg- 
ing Markets, which would be used to buy 
equipment and fund twine-making in Bi- 
col and Quezon communities. 


utch firm to invest P66M in coco coir making venture 


‘The project was an offshoot of interna- 
tional recognition accorded to Philippine 
geotextiles made of coco coir or coco mats. 
Last year coco mats won the-Nature's 
Wisdom Award at the World Expo 2005 
held in Japan; the Global 100 Eco-Tech 
Award at the Japan Techno-Fair; and the 
top award of the World Challenge Competi- 
tion sponsored by the British Broadcasting 
Corp. Royal Dutch Shell, and Newsweek. 
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represented by Justino Arboleda's Jubo- 
ken Enterprise, also known as Cocotech. 

Juboken/Cocotech was the first to use 
coco coir in making geotextiles in the 
country and has become a major ex- 
porter of coco mats. 

Favila said the DTI has been helping 
the coco coir and its related industries re- 
alize export potentials by stepping up its 
efforts to promote the export of coconut 


In the World Challenge, the country was products to China. 


Meridian staff quit en masse 


Row with PLDT management sparks resignation of 40 officers 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
E-mail Address: ItomboxGilto.gov.ph + Website: ман Ло gov.ph 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines. 
LTO INSIDE WINDSHIELD VALIDATION STICKERS AND 
PLATE YEAR TAGS FOR 2006 
The Land Transportation Office, through the General Funds (Funds 101) 
intends to apply the sum of Ten Million Five Hundred Thousand 
(P10.500,006.90) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
Sr payment for the supply and delivery of 2006 Inside windshield 
Validation stickers and plate year tags for the use of Sectoral Неза 
Office and Regional Offices. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall 
bo automaticaly rejected at Bid opening. 
The Land Transportation Office now invites Bids from Eligible Bidders 
{or he items. The required delivery schedule will be indicated in the 


A CONTROVERSIAL AFFILIATE 
of Smart Communications Inc. 
was rocked by a mass resignation 
that saw 40 senior management 
and staff members leave the com- 
pany yesterday. 

A Smart spokesman confirmed 
that five senior managers and 35 
research and development 
staffers of Meridian Telekoms Inc. 
resigned over “differences of 
opinion" with the company's new 
owners. 

‘Smart—the main cellular 
phone unit of telecommunica- 
tions giant PLDT—bought Merid- 
ian late last year. 

The mass resignation which 
was revealed yesterday, was 
spearheaded by Meridian presi- 
dent and CEO Rene dos Reme- 
dios. 

*] have left the company,” he 
said in a telephone interview, 
adding that he had actually ten- 
dered his resignation last week. 

Dos Remedios said Meridian 
was in "very capable hands" de- 
spite his and his research and de- 
velopment team's departure. 

PLDT and Smar chairman 
Manuel Pangilinan acknowledged to 
reporters that intemal differences 
Jed to the mass resignation, but de- 
dined to comment further on it. 

‘Smart spokesman Ramon Is- 
berto confirmed the mass resig- 
nation, saying: "There were dif- 
ferences of opinion on how to 
move forward. Sothey decided to 
leave the company.” 

"We simply agreed to dis- 
agree," he added. 

Isberto said Rolando Peña has 
been appointed officer-in-charge 
to oversee the company's day-to- 
day operations. 

‘Smart plans to raise its stake in 
Meridian from 49 percent to 100 
percent by the middle of this year. 

Meridian provides wireless 
broadband and data services to 
small and medium-scale busi- 
nesses nationwide. 

It operates under a legislative 
franchise and was issued a provi- 
sional authority to operate by the 
NIC. 


Call center boom picks up steam 


approved Contract. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in 
Section Il of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 

Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures 
Using mon-discrelionary pass/fall criteria as specified in the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 
9164, otherwise known as the “Government Procurement Reform Act,” 
апа is restricted to Filipino cilizens/sole proprietorships, organizations 
With at least sixty percent (60%) Interest or outstanding capital stock 
Belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations 
of a country the laws of regulations of which grant similar rights or 
privileges to Filipino citizens. pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) 
Gnd subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from 
Bidders who pass the eligibility check wil be opened. The process for 
the eligibility check is described in Section I of the Bidding Documents, 
ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to 
the post qualification stage іп order to finally determine responsiveness 
of the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The 
Contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and 
Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the 
post-qualification procedure, 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Sub- 
Committee and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given 
below from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested 
Bidders from the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee in the amount of Php 10,000.00, in the form of cash. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or 
his authorized representative 

The Land Transportation Office will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to 
ail interested parties on March 29, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. at the LTO-Library, 
East Avenue, Quezon City. 

Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below 
‘on or before Apri 10, 2006 at 2:00 P.M. All bids must be accompanied 
by a Bid Security in any of the following form. 


PLASTIC CULTURE. 

Discarded plastic spoons and forks have become a new way of rescuing traditi 
beads made of reshaped plastic replicate authentic beads produced by Kalinga 
These sell for PBO to P150 each. 


in Kalinga. These. 
ibes centuries ago. 
evesmo 


Hybrid rice sales in ‘06 seen rising 
By Christine A. Gaylican 


LOCAL HYBRID RICE SEED PRO- 
ducers expect industry sales to 
grow by 40-50 percent this year 
due partly to rising demand from 
neighboring countries. 

SL Agritech president Henry 
Lim Bon Liong told the Inque 
that local hybrid rice seeds were 
in demand because these were 
best suited for tropical weather. 

This explains growing exports 
to Bangladesh, Indonesia and 
Myanmar among others, lim 
Bon Liong said. 

“We have the best hybrid rice 
seeds suitable for the tropical cli- 
mate and this is to our advan- 
tage,” Lim told the INQUIRER. 

Lim claimed that hybrid rice 
technology allows farmers to 


more than double their produc- 
tion from four metric tons of rice 
a hectare to as much as nine met- 
rictons. 

The promise of higher produc- 
tion has led to increasing demand 
forseeds from Filipino farmers, 

Other producers and distribu- 
tors of hybrid rice seeds, including 
farmers’ cooperatives, private 
companies and Bayer Crop Sci- 
ence Philippines, also see rising 
sales of hybrid rice seeds this year. 

Bayer, the third largest produc- 
er and seller of hybrid seeds, said 
that seeds sold this cropping sea- 
son seeds could cover 30,000 
hectares. 

“We see а 33 to 40 percent 
growth in sales in 2006. Since we 
started in 2002, there is a steady 
growth in sales as more farmers 


shifted to hybrid rice seeds because 
the changing weather conditions 
encouraged them to invest in good 
seeds,” said Philippine BioScience 
manager Carlos Miguel Saplala in 
a separate interview, 

According to a study done by 
the Department of Agriculture's 
regional offices, farmers sur- 
veyed nationwide reported an in- 
crease in income to P55,055 to 
P61,000 a hectare due to the 
planting of hybrid rice seeds. 

The average cost of production. 
using the rice varieties, on the 
other hand, ranges between 
P19,000 to P20,000 a hectare. 

The cultivation of hybrid rice 
seeds is expected to prop up the 
country’s palay production, ac- 
cording to the Department of 
Agriculture. 


Form of Security Minimum Amount In % of 
‘Approved Budget for the 
"Contract to be Bid 


One percent (1%) 


T. Cash, coiled check, cashier's 
heck, managar's chock, bank 
drat or irevocabl latter of credit 


2. Bank guarantee 
3. Surety bond 
4. Foreign government guarantee 


‘One and a hall Percent (1 РЬ) 
Two and а half Percent (2 4) 
‘One hundred percent (10%) 


Late Bids shall not be accepted 


Bid opening shall be on April 10, 2008 at 2:00 P.M. at LTO-Library, East 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. Bids will be opened in the presence of the 
Bidder's representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 
‘The Land Transportation Office reserves the right to accept or reject 
any Bid, to апп the bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time 
prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any liability to the 
affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Land Transportation Office 
Atty. Jimmy G. Pesigan ~ Chairman, BAC 


East Avenue, Quezon City 
(02) 921-9077 — telefax 


Engr. Roberto S. Se, ~ Chairman, BAC Sub-Committee 
Properly Section, LTO, East Avenue, Quezon City 
(02) 9292015 - lelefax 


(804. ATTY. JIMMY G. PESIGAN 
BAC-Chairman ` 
{PDI - March 28, 2008) 


From page BI 
“The Philippine operations will continue to be 
at the heart of the company.” 

‘Two-thirds of the company’s employees are 
based in the Philippines. 

Also yesterday, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo ordered a scholarship program for 
100,000 Filipinos to ensure a “continuing 
pool of world class Filipino personnel” for the 


contractors t apply for ebgibity and to bid forthe hereunder project: 


Name of Project 
Brief Description 


Graphic Design Requirements. 


Approved Budget for the 
Contract (ABC) 

Source of Funding 

Contract Duration 


P 701525000 
LBP Funds 
Calendar Year 2006 -2008 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


4598 M. H. del Pilar cor. Dr. J. Quintos Streets, Malate, Manila 
"Tel. Nos. 522-00-00; 551-22-00 connecting all departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Land Bank of the Philippines, through its Bids and Awards Commitee (ВАС), invites suppliersiconsultants 


Design & Creative гепдйоп - services cover conceplualizaion, design 
execution, compreffinal artwork ргерагаќоп, photography, photo 
direcion and printing supervision of LANDBANK major colaterais 


Eligibility of prospective bidders shall e checked using а non-discreionary “passa” crileria. The evaluation procedure 
to be adopled shall be Quality Cost Based Evaluation (QCBE). Bids whose technical 


pass the minimum. 


call center industry. 

The President made the announcement at 
the inauguration of the new call center facili 
ty of the Sutherland Global Services at the Ex- 
port-Import Plaza in Makati City. 

‘Thanking Sutherland officials, the Presi- 
dent said she was elated that the New York- 
based outsourcing firm was employing 750 
Filipinos and plans to employ 750 more in the 
next six months 

This year, eTelecare will expand its opera- 
tions in Makati, Libis and Alabang, and is ac- 
tively searching for a suitable location for its 
fifth call center in the country. 

Atthe same time, the company also expects 
its revenues to rise further as demand for call 
center services and business process out- 


PNOC EXPLORATION CORPORATION 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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sourcing increases in its primary North Amer- 
ican market. 

eTelecare chair Fred Ayala predicted that 
the company would make as much as P9 bil- 
lion in revenues this year, representing a sig- 
nificant jump from the P7 billion in revenues 
the company reported in 2005. 

‘The eTelecare officials dismissed worries 
about the rising level of competition in the 
call center industry, saying there was still a 
large pool of potential clients which stand to 
benefit from outsourcing some of their inter- 
па] operations to call centers and business 
process outsourcing (BPO) firms. 

"There are over four million call center 
clients in the US alone,” Ayala said. "We are 
still very early in the industry. This is just a 

drop in the bucker.” 

Meantime, Ms Ar- 
royo said she has or 
dered the Technical 
Education Skills De 
velopment Authority 
(Тезда) to “develop a 
scholarship program 
for the call center 
Philippine school to 
be able to benefi 
100,000 younger Fil 
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‘Do ton ists io та ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANCY FOR PNOC EC'S APPLICATION OF ^ 
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technical hurdle score of 70 shall have ls financial proposal opened and evaluated. The technical proposal shall cary 
85% weight in the bid evaluation while the remaining 15% shall be based on the financial proposal. 


Bidding forthe above requirements is scheduled on April 17, 2006 at 1:00PM and pertinent Bid Documents may be 
‘obtained from the General Services Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza, М. H. del Pilar Street comer Dr. Quintos 
Street, Malate, Manila upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P1,000.00 


sion in the afternoon, 
President Arroyo said 
putting up buildings 
for a call семе 
school may be expen 
sive that it would be 
better to just gram 
the scholarships 10 
students. 

Tesda Chair Aw 
gusto Syjuco told re 
porters that the Pres: 
dent has increased 
his office's budget 
from PSO million tw 
P500 million in order 
to fund the call center 
scholarship program 


All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding 
Conference(s}, Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
of RA. 9184 and its impimenting Rules and Regulation (IRR). 


LANDBANK reserves the right lo reject any ог ай bids, deciae the bidding a fañure or waive any required formally therein 
and make an award lo ће bidder whose bid is the most advantageous і the Bank. 
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Transco takes over construction of 6 transmission projects worth P93.5M 


© By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE STATE-RUN NATIONAL TRANSMIS- 
sion Corp. (Transco) will take over the 
construction of six power transmission fa- 
cilities worth P93.5 million, following its 
contractors failure to complete the pro- 


jects within the contract period. 

‘Transco president and chief executive 
Alan Ortiz said the state firm had been 
"left with no option but to take over 
these projects” as, despite several follow- 
ups and notices, Alphaomega Integrated 
Corp. still failed to complete the projects 


last year as scheduled. 

Earlier in the year, Transco served sep- 
arate notices of takeover to Alphaomega 
for three projects that were all supposed 
to have been completed in December 
2005, inclusive of contract extension. 

‘These are фе 100megavoltampere 


(MVA) Quiot (Pardo) substation project, the. 
Bacolod substation expansion project, and 
the New Bunawan switching station project. 

‘Transco is also set to issue notices of 
takeover for the New Makban substation 
project, the Makban Switchyard-Calam- 
ba Tower 50 project, and the Cabanatu- 


an substation expansion project. 

Ortiz said construction works would 
resume as soon as a new qualified con- 
tractor is awarded the contracts for the 
transmission projects. 

The cost to be incurred will be charged 
to Alphaomega's account. 


Atin; MSI Payroll Users: 
Incorporation of BIR RR 1-2006: 
Exemption of Minimum Wage Eamers / 
individuals with compensation income 
of Php 60,000 (sicy thousand а уем) 
from Withholding Tax is now avalible. 
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to increase its stake in RP telco 

By Daxim L. Lucas 
and Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Earn as much as 6.25%! 


Deposit Amount 
Th Pesos 
50,000 - 99,999 
100,000 - 499,999 
500,000 - 999,999 
10MM - 4.99MM 
50MM —- 9.99MM 6.000 
10.0MM and up 6.250 
Enjoy monthly interest earnings for 1, 2 or 3 year placements. 


tions Inc. and mobile phone giant 
NTT DoCoMo, has а 14-percent 
stake in PLDT. 

DoCoMo and NIT Communi- 
cations each hold 7 percent. 

DoCoMo earlier bought half of 
affiliate NTT Communications 
Tne-s 14-percent stake in PLDT. 

The deal, worth 52.1 billion 
yen, or roughly $440 milion, al- 
lows NTT DoCoMo to acquire а 
seat on PLDT's 13-member board. 

Last February, Pangilinan cau- 
tioned that the company's perfor- 
mance in 2006 would likely be 
“benign” and would pale in com- 
parison to its performance of the 
past three years. 

PLDT eamed P341 billion in 
2005, reflecting a 22-percent 4 4 
crease from the P28 billion it re- 
ported for the previous period. 
Most analysts were expecting PLDT 
to make only P32 billion, at most. 

‘The company’s 2005 net income 
figure is the highest figure ever re- 
ported, in absolute terms, for a 
Philippine-based corporation. 

OF this amount, however, 
about P3 billion were due to the 
peso's strength, as the company 
earns substantial foreign curren- 
cy-based revenue. 

Already, the strong peso has 
manifested itself in the compa- 
nys interim bottom lime, al- 
though Pangilinan declined to re- 
veal more details. 

"Some gains today are because 
of foreign exchange gains,” he said. 


Planned Clark terminal 
attracts foreign investors 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Interest Rates % 
30 days to 3 years 
3.750 
2.750 
5.500 
6.000 


1 BUSINESS PROSPECTS FOR 
telecommunications giant Philip- 

* pine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
(PLDT) have improved over the 

* Tast few weeks, prompting chair- 
man Manuel V Pangilinan to shed 
some of his initial caution about 
the company's 2006 earnings. 

‘Speaking to reporters on Mon- 
дау, Pangilinan described PLDT's 
outlook for this year as "more en- 
couraging than a few weeks ago.” 

He did not specify the factors 

t that are helping firm up the com- 

7 pany's bottom line, but stressed 
that PLDT's net income, exclud- 
ing gains from the continued 
strength of the peso against the 
US dollar, will show an improve- 
ment over last years. 

“Core earnings should grow,” 
Pangilinan assured reporters and 
analysts. 

‘Also, Pangilinan yesterday said 
that the Nippon Telephone and 
‘Telegraph Corp. (NTT) Group, the 
world’s. largest telecommunica- 
tions conglomerate, would raise 
its stake in PLDT to 20 percent. 

Pangilinan said that the NTT 
Group may raise its stake to as 
much as 21%. But that can only 
happen if First Pacific is able to 
raise its own shareholdings in the 

. Philippine telco giant. 

Collectively, NTT, through its 

subsidiaries NTT Communica- 
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ment of Gateway 2015 will be 
done in compliance with Philip- 
pine build-operate-transfer laws. 
He also confirmed that a sec- 
ond group, made up investors 
from Bahrain, along with Amable 
Aguiliz of AMA Computer Col- 
lege, has also expressed its inter- 
estin developing the terminal. 
Aside from a new gateway pas- 
senger terminal, DMIAS existing 
low-cost carrier passenger termi- 
nal will be expanded to accom- 
modate two planes at the same 
time 
The project may require some 
P800 million in funding from the 
Manila International Airport au- 
thority and is expected to be com- 
pleted in June 2008, Ng said. 
International passenger traffic 
at the DMIA grew by 456 percent 
то 34,461 passengers in Decem- 
ber 2005, from 6,197 passengers 
їп the same month of the previ- 
ous year. 


Gov't raises net worth 
standard for contractors 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FOREIGN INVESTORS HAVE EX- 
pressed their interest in building 
а passenger terminal at the 
2,700-hectare Diosdado Macapa- 
gal International Airport (DMIA) 
at the Clark Special Economic 
Zone in Pampanga. 

Peregrine Development Interna- 
tional, which belongs to Kuwait's 
ruling family, has submitted a letter. 
ofintent to build the passenger ter- 
minal, Clark Development Corp. 
president Antonio Ng told re- 
porters during a recent seminar of 
the Economic Journalists Associa- 
tion of the Philippines and San 
Miguel Corp. held at the Holiday 
Inn Clarkin Pampanga. 

‘The passenger terminal, to be 
dubbed Gateway 2015, is expect- 
ed to ease Manila's main airports, 
which are seen to exceed their 
passenger capacity by 2015. 

Ng stressed that the develop- 


W’s that last word in his crossword puzzle. 
As he ponders in frustration, 


one of the cabin crew politely whispers 
ries of 2006, applicants from ti- eco ерк чагы 
cense categories AAA to Trade will 
be evaluated using the upgraded 
minimum net worth for Contract- 
ing Fiscal Year 2006-2007. 

"This is рап of the implementa- 
tion of PCAB Resolution that di- 
rected the upgrading of minimum 
met worth requirements for each 
category over a three-year period. 

"The frst and second rounds of 
net worth adjustments were 
made in CFY 2004-2005 and CFY 
2005-2006, respectively. 

"Trade Undersecretary Zenaida 
C. Maglaya, who is in charge of 
consumer welfare and trade reg- 
ulation, said increasing the finan- 
cial benchmark for contractors 
ensured their competence to han- 
dle construction projects 

She also advised consumers to 
deal only with licensed and quali- 
fied contractors for projects such as 
residential construction or remodel- 
ing to avoid fly-by-night operators. 


something in Japanese. His eyes light up. 
THE MINIMUM NET WORTH RE- 
quirement for building contrac- 
tors has been raised in an effort to 
make the industry more competi- 
tive against foreign firms, accord- 
ing to Construction Industry Au- 
thority ofthe Philippines, 

CIAR a agency attached to the 
Department of Trade and Indus- 
try, said the new rule covered 
new licenses and registration as 
well as firms upgrading their li- 
cense category whose documents 
were filed starting March 16. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila 
said the adjustmenton the net worth 
requirements reflect the changes in 
construction costs over the years. 

Tavila, however, declined to 
specify the new net worth re- 
quirements. 

Favila said that based on the 
Philippine Contractors Accredita- 
tion Board Resolution No. 145, Se- 
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Globe, SingTel offer Kababayan 
SIM for OFWs in Singapore 


IN RESPONSE TO THE COMMUNICA- 
tion needs of OFWs and their families, 
Globe Telecom has collaborated with 
‘Singapore-based telco provider, SingTel 
Mobile to offer a co-branded SIM for 
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) in 
Singapore. Dubbed as the Kababayan 
SIM, it is the first and only SIM card in 
the Singaporean market to offer IDD 
calls and intemational SMS to the 
Philippines at local rates. 

First launched in December 2004, 
the Kababayan SIM has gained loyal pa- 
tronage among OFWs in Singapore. 
With the Kababayan SIM, IDD calls to 
Globe and TM (Touch Mobile) sub- 
scribers in the Philippines are now lo- 
cally priced at Sing$0.22/minute, as 
compared to other operators rates of 
‘Sing$0.40/minute. Intemational SMS 
to Globe and TM subscribers is also of- 
fered at lower rates: only Sing$0.05 per 
text message, versus other operators’ 
rate of Sing$0.15 per message. 

‘According to SingTe!'s vice president 
for consumer marketing Thomas Yeo, 
“This project is part of the company's ef- 
fort to tap specific prepaid market seg- 
ments in cooperation with its regional 


partners 
Filipino customers in 


the consumers.” 


fering special IDD and ISMS 
rates to enable its customers 


tional text messages to SingTel 


rate of P1 per message. 


lishments by registering for mé 
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HYUNDAI E. RODRIGUEZ EXPANDS IN MANILA BAY 
Recently, Hyundai Asia Resources expected to open on the third quarter 
Inc (Hari) formalized the dealership of 2006. Photo shows Ma. Fe P. Agu- 
of Hyundai-Manila Bay with the same do, managing director of Hari; Bryan. 
group that runs Hyundai-E. Ro- T. Lee, CEO of Hari; Ramon T. Goh, 
driguez Sr. Avenue in Quezon City, president of Wheels Inc; and Gordon 
headed by Ramon T. Goh. The ‘Teng, managing consultant of 
Hyundai-Manila Bay showroom is Wheels inc during the MOA signing. 


5TH PAHIMIS COFFEE FESTIVAL OF AMADEO 

Vice President Noli De Castro, to- Іей) Noveleta Mayor Arlyn Torres, 
‘gether with Cavite Governor Ayong Amadeo Tourism Council President 
Maliksi (3rd from right) and Corazon Salcedo, USec. Manny De 
‘Amadeo MayorAlbert'OJ'Ambagan Castro and DTI-ICOCA Director An- 
Jr. Grd from lett) leads the coffee tonio Reyes. Some 12,000 cups of 
toast marking the formal opening of coffee were consumed and 50,000 
the 5th Pahimis Coffee Festival of оса! and foreign tourist attended 
‘Amadeo. Aiso in photo are (from the 3-day record-breaking event. 
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“We aie pleased to keep our 

touch with their 
loved ones while offering significant 
savings at the same time,” he says. “Our 
collaboration with Globe Telecom has 
enabled us to offer an unparalleled val- 
че proposition that is truly relevant to 


То complement the Kababayan SIM 
offering in Singapore, Globe is also of- 


Philippines to call and text their family 
members in Singapore at lower cost. 
For Globe and TM subscribers, IDD calls 
to SingTel Mobile subscribers are now 
at a discounted rate of P750 per 
minute. For Globe subscribers, interna- 


subseribers can also be sent at the local 


Inthe Philippines, Globe Prepaid and 
ТМ subscribers can avail of discounts 
and privileges in various partner estab- 


ship to Globe Kababayan, Globe's spe- 
cial service arm for OFWs and their 
families. Information on job openings, 
loans, and OFW-telated events are also 


available through the Kababayan cell- 
phone menu . 

Globe chief operating advisor An- 
drew Buay views the joint project as 
part of an overall thrust to serve the 
growing OFW market segment. “This 
Special offering is part of both compa- 
‘nies’ continuing commitment to enrich 
consumers’ lives and bring families 
doser together through mobile com- 
munication. We envision more syner- 
gies between Globe and SingTel to help 
strengthen the bond between the. Fi- 
ipinos in Singapore and their loved 
‘ones back home,” he says. 

Globe's head of wireless business 
Ferdz dela Cruz adds: “Globe continual- 
ly aims to better serve our subscribers 
who have family members working 
abroad. The Kababayan SIM is part of 
ош effort to understand and respond to 
the needs of OFWs and their families." 

‘The Kababayan SIM is currently 
available in SingTel hello! stores and lo- 
cal dealers at Lucky Plaza along Or- 
chard Road in Singapore. For more in- 
formation, visit the Globe Kababayan 
website: www.globek- 
ababayan.com.ph. 
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Hilti launches Hiiti 
Lifetime Service package 


НИЛ, A WORLD LEADER WHEN IT COMES TO 
developing, manufacturing and marketing value- 
added, top-quality products for professional cus- 
tomers in the construction industry and building 
‘maintenance having 120 marketing organizations 
around the world, officially launched the best ser- 
vice ever offered in terms of guarantee coverage. 
Hiti Lifetime Service, the construction industry's 
| optimal service package was formally introduced 

to the public. Since Jan. 1, Hiti in all over the 
‘world including Hiti (Philippines) Inc started to 
offer a service package that ensures maximum 
‘cost control for the industry, that is: (1) No costs 
for 1 year - ensures that customers incur no 
costs, with regard to service and repairs, for one. 
year, depending on tool type. Най wil cover all la- 
bor and repair costs involved in replacing defec- 
tive parts, including parts subject to wear and tear, 
for one year afier tne date of purchase; (2) Lie- 
time repair cost - In case of a repair after the one- 
year period comes to an end, customers only pay 
а maximum of 30 percent of the corresponding 
list price of a new tool over the entire remaining 
йе of the tool. In the unexpected case that a re- 
paired tool once again breaks down within опе 
month after a charged repair, iti wil fix it for free; 
(9) Lifetime manufacturer's warranty - Hili repairs 
Cor replaces all tools suffering defects from materi- 
ai or workmanship free of charge over the entire 
Vetime of the tool. Hii assures that the service 
will be automatically enjoyed by the clents on 
their tool purchase - It is not necessary anymore 
to show proof of purchase or to pre-register a tool 


to obtain the Hiti Lifetime Service. 
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FCCBAGS TOP HONOR IN MUNTINLUPA 


Filinvest Corporate City (РСС), home to Festival Su- 
permall, Westgate Center, Southgate Complex, 
Northgate Cyber Zone, Spectrum Business District, 
Palms Country Club, Market Square and Corporate 
Woods was officially acknowledged as the Number 
One Taxpayer of Muntinlupa City Award during the 
“Araw ng Muntinlupa’ and 11th anniversary of 
Muntinlupa's Cityhood last March 1. The Top 14 Tax- 
payers Award is held annually by the administration 
ot Mayor Jaime Fresnedi to recognize the support 
given by the business community to the city govem- 
ments development programs. FOC has also been 


‘especially supportive of the enhancement of educa- 
tion in Muntinlupa through the Erda foundation 
headed by Fr. Pierre Tritz, SJ. Erda (Educational Re- 
search and Development) Foundation is devoted to 
helping less privileged school children of Muntinlu- 
ра. For the past three years, Flinvest Corporate City 
has always been included among the top five tax- 
payers of this City. Photo shows: Andrew Gotianun 
Jr, vice chair of Flinvest Land Inc with Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi, Presidential Spokesperson Toting Bunye, 
former President Fidel Ramos and Vice Mayor Aldrin 
San Pedro during the awards rites. 


First Life exec hailed industry leader 


PETER б. COYIUTO, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF 
First Guarantee Life Assurance Co Inc (First 
Life), is elected for the second time as president 
of the Philippine Life Insurance Association 
(Plia), the umbrella organization of 35 life in- 
surance companies in the country. 

‘Achieving sustained growth for the industry 
remains the focus of the new Plia chief as he en- 
deavors to aggressively address and pursue on- 
going initiatives and to build major new compe- 
ences on such key issues as life insurance 
awareness, amendments of the Insurance Code 
and changes in the Code of Ethics, Risk-Based 
Capitalization (RBC), abolition of premium tax 
and administration, sale of tax-qualified retire- 
ment plans, and the concern on unlicensed in- 
surance sellers. 

The executive is open-minded about new op- 
portunities amidst changes and challenges for 
the industry and hopes as much to strengthen 
the impact of life insurance in Filipinos’ lives. 
‘The Plia head believes that heightened aware- 
ness of life insurance buyers bodes well for in- 
creasing premium growth in the future and en- 
visions a continuum of life insurance protection 
that will be better appreciated by every Filipino 
family. Coyiuto also considers appropriate and 
transparent regulatory guidelines as a high pri- 
oriry for 2006 with the proposed changes in the 
Insurance Codé and in the industry charter on 
ethics. 

тһе Plia chief also holds that pursuit of 
growth requires capital and the risk-based re- 
serving initiatives will have important implica- 
tions. Tax reform looms large in this year’s pri- 
orities set by the new Plia president as debate 
continues on the potential changes to, or repeal 
of, the premium tax. The illegal practice of unli- 
censed insurance sellers demands scrutiny with 
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(April 11, 1941 - March 26, 2006) 


Peacefilly joined our Lord at the age of 64. 


your burden 


*Obituary Ads 


janice, Lana, Denver and Malot; and grandchildren Ybbi, 
‘Syd, Spade, Juan and Ѕоріе request the pious readers 
o pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Hor remains lie in state at 212 Gov. Р. Halili Ave., 


| Her husband Salvador M. Piñon; children Pamela, Joel, 
E 
| Bagbaguin, Sta. Maria, Bulacan. 


Interment will be on March 30, 2006 at St. Gabriel 
Memorial Park, San Gabriel, Sta. Maria Bulacan 
after the 3:00 p.m. Mass 


San Gabriel Quasai-Parish. 


the loss of tax revenues from such solicited busi- 
ness. Coyiuto is committed to help the Philip- 
pine economy thrive with the industry premium 
income that is translated to investments. 

Coyiuto sits as chief officer of First Life, the 
strategic partner since 1996 of Swiss Life Insur- 
ance and Pension Co, the world’s largest em- 
ployee benefits network; and from 1997, the 
group insurance partner of Dai-ichi Mutual Life 
Insurance Co, Japan's second largest. He fin- 
ished BSC Insurance & Accounting from the 
Wharton School of Business and Finance, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. He attained the Char- 
tered Life Underwriter (CLU) designation, 
widely recognized as the highest level of studies 
in the life insurance profession, from the Ameri- 
cancollege. 

‘Coyiuto is also vice chair of Prudential Guar- 
antee and Assurance Inc (PGA), the general 
surance firm of the Соуішо Group of Compa- 
nies. Coyiuto is also past director for industry 
organizations such as the Life Insurance Mar- 
keting and Research Association (Limra) Inter- 
national, premier provider of research-based 
marketing insight and networking opportuni- 
ties in financial services worldwide, and the In- 
surance Institute for Asia and the Pacific (ПАР). 
He also now serves on the board of the Manila 
Polo Club and is a member of various local busi- 
ness organizations. 

Other Plia officers for 2006 are Esther C. Tan 
of Sunlife, vice president; Estelito G. Madrid of 
Pru Life of UK, secretary; and Gregorio D. Mer- 
cado of Philippine Prudential Life, treasurer 
Other directors are Emilio S. De Quiros Jr of Ay- 
ala Life, Armando C. Trinidad of Fortune Life, 
Benjamin C. Lim of United Life, Enrique R. Al- 
berto of AsianLife Financial, and Jose C. Lee of 
Philippine International Life. 


NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN that the 
MetroBank savings accounts of the late. 
DIVINA В. PERALTA was adjudicated thru 
Extra-Judicial Settlement by her surviving 
heirs and shall be released thru S.P.A. Jesus 
B. Peralta as per Doc. No. 390, Page 77, Book 
IV, Series of 2006, of Notary Public Henry S. 
Banares, ARN 19348. 
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[CARMELA L. FRONDA-ABAD| 
passed anony on March 6, 2006 
in Glendale, CA, USA ul the age of 47. 


Her cremated remains will be brought to the Chapel the 
"immaculate Conception, Ateneo бе Manil Univers 
Loyola Highs QC, today, March 2 2006, where a 
Memorial Mans ile afferat 600 pm. 
Wake alles at So, Domingo Churchin Quezon City 
Intermon willbe on Thursday, March 30. 2000 at ihe 
Jemorua Park, Newsies, Quezon Cá ler 
hem Masin Sin Damgo Church. 
маа ату ad inends request he pious readers to pray 
Vor ihe ternal repose at her sonl 
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Shares close lower 


From page BI 

2,195.95 after trading between 
2,188.34 and 2,208.13. Volume 
was 942.5 million shares worth 
P846.5 million. Losers led gainers 
61 to 31, with 50 stocks un- 
changed. 


March 27, 2006 
Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Suteriand 
Canada. 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 
UAE 

Euro 

Brazil 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
South Arica 
Korea 


Tavan M Dollar 


The all-shares index fell 5.01 
points to 1,056.46. 

“A number of stocks were al- 
ready trading near overbought lev- 
els and investors took this as a cue 
to take profits,” said Nestor Aguila 
of DA Market Securities. АРР 


Euro 
Equivalent 


0.830703 
0007074 
1.448247 
0.107068 
06328 
0.711705 
0512811 
1589653 
2203631 
0221491 
0511232 
0.000091 
0021303 
0.226374 
1.000000 
0285030 
0.134036 
0.018672 
0224757 
0.132785 
0.000848 
0,025469. 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1.000000 
0008516 
1.743400 
0128889 
0763009 
0866751 
0817322 
0709824 
2.652731 
0.266631 
0.615422 
0.000110 
0025644 
0272509 
1.203800 
463499. 
0.161353 
0.022477 
0.270563 
0.159847 
0001021 
0.030659 


Peso 
Equivalent 


512110 
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BUSINESS 
Phisix goes to a 7-year high 


1 HAVE BEEN ASKED BY DR. WEBSTER, FA- 
mous for his dictionary, to write a bron- 
tosaurus. This is similar to a thesaurus but 
much larger. The first part contains common 
words that can have alternative meanings 
that may not immediately be apparent. This 
will require some thoughts on your behalf, 
but you will soon get the hang of it. The sec- 
ond part, in a future article, is more difficult 
to understand. These are words that do not 
existas yet, but will be in common usage in a 
year or so, as they are so accurately descrip- 
tive. For the moment, here are the simpler 
ones. 

‘AVOIDABLE - what a bullfighter tries to do. 

BERNADETTE - setting fire to your mort- 

age. 

SA BURGLARIZE - what a chief sees with 

COUNTERFEITERS - workers who assem- 
ble kitchen cabinets. 

ECLIPSE - what a hairdresser does to your 
moustache. 

EYEDROPPER - a clumsy ophthalmologist. 

HEROES - what the man in a boat does. 

LEFTBANK - what a robber does with the 
bag of money. 

MISTY - how golfers create divots (difficult 
one). Missed tee. 

PARADOX - two physicians. 

PARASITES - seen from the top of the Eiffel 
Tower. 

PHARMACIST - someone who helps on the 
farm. 

POLARIZE - what penguins see with: 

PRIMATE - removing your spouse from the 
bi 

RELIEF - what trees do in the spring. 

RUBBERNECK - what you do to relax your 
wife. 

SELFISH - what the owner of a seafood 
store does. 

SUDAFED. 
official 

TESTICLE - a humorous question in an 
exam paper. (This is very difficult). The 
way to solve it is to write it as TEST TICK- 
LE. 

This is part of my advanced course in Basic 
English. 

From my daughter, Miss Bearbull, what do 
alligators drink—Gatorade. 
AS EXPECTED, the index did break the 
2,172 barrier but it took 7 years to do so. It 
has risen steadily to 2,021 because of ag- 
gressive foreign buying. Every day, foreign 
brokers have been in the market as net 
buyers of P200 million to P300 million. 
Last Friday, they bought P342 million, 
mainly TEL, AC and BPI. So long as they re- 
main aggressive, the Phisix will go higher 
but once they stop, I am sure there will be 
a correction. According to Chart Theory, 
2,172 should now function as a support 
level but there is a problem. The 1999 in- 
dex is somewhat different from the cur- 
rent index so I do not know whether it will 
apply. 


Aboitiz 
profit up 
29% 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


tigation againsta government 


— 


ABOITIZ Equity Ven- 
tures Inc. (AEV) said 
its net income rose 
29 percent to P3.16 
billion in 2005 com- 
pared with restated 
2004 figures. 

AEV is the flagship 
company of the 
Aboitiz family for its 
banking, transporta- 
tion and power gen- 
eration interests. 

AEV said in a dis- 
озше to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange 
that the net income 
figure for 2004 was 
restated upward by 
P121 million in com- 
pliance with new ac- 
counting standards. It 
lest reported 2004 
net profit at P2.42 bil- 
lion, financial stare- 
ments filed with the 
PSE showed. Its 2004 
restated income was 
P2.45 billion. 

Consolidated rev- 
enues in 2005-in- 
creased by 21 per- 
cent to P27 billion. 
AEV did not provide 
comparative figures. 

AEV's power busi- 
nesses remained the 
biggest income co 

ibutors at P2.12 bil- 
lion, up 32 percent 
from 2004. 

The generation 
companies account- 
ed for P1.05 billion, 
up 36 percent, while 
distribution utilities 
turned in P1.07 bil- 
lion, a 28-percent 
jump from 2004. 

The company's 
banking investments 
contributed — P930 
million in 2005. 


Mr. BEARBULL 


Ron QA UU 


One piece of bad news that the market. 
has chosen to ignore is the revision of last 
year's trade deficit. Every year since 2002, 
the National Statistics Office revises the 
trade deficit upward by a factor of $2 bil- 
lion to $3 billion. 2005 was no exception 
and the deficit has been increased from 
$3.9 billion to $6.16 billion, an error of 58 
percent. Errors of this magnitude, compa- 
rable to this year’s anticipated budget 
deficit, have become the accepted norm. I 
cannot understand how or why these peo- 
ple who prepare the statistics haven't been 
transferred to directing traffic? How can 
the government allow this to continue? 
The trade deficit is an important economic 
indicator and cannot be treated in such a 
cavalier manner. I understand that the 
bookstores are transferring the NSO statis- 
Чез to the fiction section, next to Ripley's 
“Believe It or Not.” 

‘One of the most intriguing events of the 
week is the rise in the price of EPCI to P82. 
Winston Garcia, the head of GSIS, states 
that he has a buyer forall the shares at P95, 
an incredible price. Nobody knows 
whether he is for real or whether this is a 
gigantic bluff designed to destroy the bid 
for the 26-percent stake held by SSS. The 
Sy family has indicated that it will accept 
the bid if it is in cash, is binding and with- 
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out due diligence. The last condition is al- 
most unprecedented, as any bidder would 
automatically want to check out all the fig- 
ures. To impose this condition is to hope 
that the buyer will not agree and a stale- 
mate position will arise. Only time will tell 
whether the bidder exists or not. In the 
meantime, we should have his telephone 
tapped. Hello Garcia. 

First Gen fell to P41, compared to the 
original offer of P51 to P74. We.were told 
originally that there was tremendous for- 
eign interest but I was not convinced and 
told subscribers that if they wanted to bid, 
they should put a limit of P51. When the 
top slice was removed and the range re- 
duced to P51 to P64, I told them to forget it 
and I did not even bother to write about it 
in the Inquirer. When the underwriters fur- 
ther reduced the price to P47, 1 was ap- 
palled, and Lam glad that I refused to have 
any part in it. 

All the other tender offers have sunk to 
the bottom and stayed there, just like the 
‘TITANIC. SCC, which I wrote SELL at P50, 
went as high as P52, then crashed to 
P24.75 as the company cut its forecast. 
MWC opened at a premium but soon fell 
below the IPO price and is just below the 
surface. I did write about SMIC, saying it 
was a good company but overpriced. It 
opened at P250, fell as low as P200, and is 
still P20 below its IPO price. 

Т ат writing this because GMA Network 
may be going public soon. If it is another ten- 
der offer, I am not even going to bother to 
read the prospectus. TITANIC investing is not 
forme. Let us return to a fixed price, which al- 
lows for a small premium. mrbearbull@hot- 
тайсот 
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with an AIM education 
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AIM seeks a diverse student body. 
The scholarship is open to all nationalities, 
genders and work backgrounds. 


HURRY! DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS ON APRIL 30, 2006. 
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


The Asian Institute of Management, the pioneer world-class 
school of business and management in Asia is looking for exemplary 
individuals for the W. SyCip GSB MBA and MM Programs for school 
year 2006-2007. 


can demonstrate outstanding school performance, offer 
diverse work experience for the case roc 
plan for your future career, you are eligible. 
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Gov't may lower lending rates for traders 


WB initiates effort to rebuild Mindanao 


‘THE WORLD BANK (WB) HAS SECURED 
at least $52.7 million from foreign donors 
fora new trust fund that will be used to sus- 
tain socio-economic recovery efforts in 
Mindanao's war-torn parts, as well as pro- 
mote good local government throughout 
the country. 

Phase one of the WB-administered Min- 
danao Trust Fund-Reconstruction and De- 
velopment Program was launched yester- 
day in Cotabato City, with the governments 
of Australia, Canada, New Zealand and 
Sweden joining the WB in contributing 
seed money, the World Bank said in a state- 
ment. 

With the MTERDB the multilateral 
lender pools the resources of several inter- 
national partners to harmonize support for 
Mindanao. 

The grants will be used to help build the 
capacity of the Bangsamoro Development 
Agency (BDA), local government units and 
other service provider agencies, initiate a 
few projects, and establish the organiza- 
tional set-up for implementation of sub- 
projects in strife-torn areas on the island. 

"Total funding for Phase 1 of the MTF is 


more than $2.7 million,” said Joachim 
von Amsberg, WB Philippines country di- 
rector. “Such funding is significant and 
strategic, but small compared to the over- 
all needs. However, capacity building in 
Phase I will unlock international support 
in Phase 2 of around $50 million or 
more.” 

“That program in turn can unleash even 
greater social and economic benefits that 
Mindanao can experience through lasting 
peace,” von Amsberg said. “Mindanao has 
great potential for rapid development if 
different groups can begin to trust each 
other, find agreements, and, together, focus 
on the development of Mindanao, especial- 
ly those areas that have been affected by 
armed conflict.” 

Several additional international part- 
ners are expected to contribute to phase 2 
of the program, the WB said. 

With prospects for peace between the 
MILF and the government significantly im- 
proving, the World Bank saw it fit to estab- 
lish a multi-donor trust fund that would 
support post-conflict reconstruction and 
development. Doris C. Dumlao 
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PHILAMLIFE LEADS AMONG 
LIFE INSURANCE AGENCIES: 


Gross 
Revenues 
in Milions 


Total 
Assels 
in Milions 


Philamlife | Р21549 | 88,900" 


Company x | P15,072" | P5056" № 


Company Y | poso" | P36,687" 


"Source: Business Worl! fp 1000 Corporations 
ha Phllopines 2006 based on 2004 porformanca) | 


DOF rallies GFIs to aid battered exporters 


By By Doris C. Dumlao 


FINANCE SECRETARY MARGARITO 
Teves plans to rally government fi- 
nancial institutions (GFIs) to aid ex- 
porters who have been badly hit by 
the impact of the strong peso on the 
currency rate-sensitive sector. 

The finance chief wants to cut down 
rates of loans extended to exporters. 

“Teves said it was possible to arrive 
ata gentlemen's agreement similar to 
the deal forged between the Bankers 
Association of the Philippines (BAP) 
and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) that brought about lower lend- 
ing rates in the past. 

“What I really want is declining in- 
terest rates more than a strong peso,” 
‘Teves told reporters at a recent bankers 
party hosted by the Development Bank 
ofthe Philippines (DBP). "Every body is 
a winner (in that arrangement).” 

1n 2000, when interest rates shot up at 
the same time the governments fiscal 
deficit was ballooning, the banks decided 
to cut a deal with the BSB where central 
bank officials agreed not to charge inter- 
ests higher than five percent over the pre- 
vailing 91-day Treasury bill rates. 

‘Teves said that while loan demand 
from the private sector had been slug- 
gish, aregime oflow interest rates could 


perk up their borrowing appetite. 

“Were successful in continuously 
bringing down the deficit,” he said. "That 
should have an effect on interest rates. 
We hope to help exporters because what 
they really need is working capital. 

"What we can do is start off with 
the GFis. f the GFIs can do it, we will 
have the moral ascendancy to revive. 
this with the BAD" 

Teves said СЕ, such as the Land 
Bank of the Philippines (LBP) and the 
DBR could bring down interest rates 
by narrowing the spread over bench- 
mark T-bill rates, or by bringing down 
their administrative costs. 

“Exporters can borrow at lower 
rate, then it could help those suffer- 
ing from lower margins,” Teves said. 

When asked what the government is 
doing to ease the plight of the battered 
sector, Teves said: “We're trying our best 
to address (the exporters) concems, but 
its difficult to make promises." 

Investment bank UBS said Philip- 
pine bank lending may be bottoming 
out from post-Asian crisis depression, 
and could rise by 8-10 percent this 
year as an improved business climate 
perks up corporate expansion. 

“We think future loan growth will 
have to be corporate-led, as the gov- 
emment's fiscal reform program sets 


LIMITE: 


the stage for a more conducive invest- 
ment climate,” UBS said. 

UBS said the country's loan-to- 
GDP ratio had jumped from 30 to 67 
percent during a period of economic 
reform from 1992 to 1997, when for- 
eign investment policies were liberal- 
ized. This has fallen back to 37 per- 
cent as bad assets piled up when the 
currency crisis broke out, compound- 
ed by fiscal deficit concerns over ће 
economy. 
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By Anne A. Jambora 


LET’S TALK ABOUT SEX. NOT 
the dizzying whirlwind yarns 
in cheap romantic paperbacks, 
but a medical condition that 
has been whispered about at 
private gatherings. 

While it’s true that the number of men 
seeking treatment for erectile dysfunc- 
tion (ED) is slowly on the rise (no pun in- 
tended), a far greater number choose to 
cloak their shame in silence. According 
to data collected by the Scrip World 
Pharmaceutical News in 2002, of the 152 
million ED sufferers worldwide only 15- 
20 percent is being treated. By 2025, the 
number of men with ED is expected to 
double at 322 million. 

Dubbed as the last taboo subject on 
earth; ED, otherwise known as impo- 
tence, is the inability to achieve or main- 
tain an erection hard enough for a suc- 
cessful penetration. Although most men 
experience some form of ED in their life- 
time—and that is normal—a persistent 
ED that lingers longer than two months 
needs medical attention, 

‘Bayer, makers of the ED drug Levitra 
(Vardenafil), launched the campaign 
"Strike Up A Conversation" with model- 
actress Jerry Hall as ambassador. The 
Asia campaign that took off in Shanghai, 
China, aims to get the women to encour- 
age their male partners to openly discuss 
ED and get professional help. 

Hall, who used to be married to rock 
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star Mick Jagger, admitted to having 
"run across ED" in her life. Since a man 
often found it hard to initiate a conversa- 
tion on a delicate topic, she said it was 
important for a woman to be sensitive 
and sympathetic. 

A 2005 study in Asia headed by 
Malaysian urologist Dr. Hui Meng Tan, 
secretary general of the Asia Pacific Soci- 
ety for Impotence Research, revealed 
that 67 percent of the men treated were 
influenced by their partners to consult 
doctors. 

“Erectile dysfunction is more than 
abouta penis and a pill. Itis interperson- 
al relationship meets biology, affecting 
sexuality and psychology,” said William 
Fisher. The professor of psychology, ob- 
stetrics and gynecology at the University 
of Western Ontario, Canada was among 
the experts who talked at the launch.. 

Although sex is the most intimate 
physical expression of love, and intimacy 
is essential in every relationship, it is not 
the end all and be all. Sexual physician 
Dr.John Dean, secretary of the European 
Society for Sexual Medicine, said if ED 
‘caused misery to couples it was time to 
get some help. 

“Men usually talk when they think the 
relationship is in danger," said Siegfried 
Meryn, medical director of the Center for 
‘Advanced Medical Education and Health 
Communication at the Medical Universi- 
tyin Vienna, Austria, 

lan Eardley, a consultant urologist at 
St, James University Hospital Leeds, said 
men with ED could seek consultation as 
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DR.SHOWLINE Chang, Dr. Hui Meng Tan, Dr. lan Eardley, model-actress and 


Bayer's ED ambassador Jerry Hall 


Promo 
mechanics 


CHALLENGE THE BERT LOZADA 
Swim School (BLSS) and its Instruc- 
tors to cure you of your fear of water! 
This BLSS and Philippine Daily inquir- 
er promo can win you free swimming 
lessons, Here's how to join: 
1. The promo is open to all InawineR 
readers in Metro Manila. 
2. In 500 words or less (short bond 
paper, double-space, 10-polnt type- 
face), tellus how much you fear the 
water and why you would like to con- 
quer that fear. 
3. Cut out this promo mechanics box 
{photocopy not allowed) and send 
with your entry. Include the following 
information: name, age, home and of- 
fice addresses, home and office tele- 
phone numbers, e-mail address, oc- 
‘cupation, mobile number and birth 
date, 

Entries should be sent to: 

tourer Lifestyle Promo-Help me 
Conquer My Fear 

Philippine Dally Inquirer Bldg. 

Don Chino Roces Ave. 

Corner Yague and Mascardo Sts. 

Makati; 

or any Speedo Concept Store. 

Deadline for submission of entries 
1s 6 p.m., Tuesday, April 18. Winners 
will be announced April 25. 
3. Fifteen winners will be chosen by a 
anol composed of representatives of 
BLSS and inoumen. Each will get free 
swimming lessons under BLSS' Confi- 
dence Booster Swimming Program. 
and free swimsuit and gear from 
Speedo. 
4. The month-long swimming class. 
will be conducted in May. Venue and 
‘exact datos will be announced later. 
5, Prizes may be claimed from the In- 
ounen Marketing Department April 
25-May 5, Call 8978808 loc. 259 or 


Model-actress Jerry 
Hall was in China 

to encourage women 
to talk their partners 
into getting help 
about erectile 
dysfunction 


early as three months or as late as 20 
years. Meryn added that on the average 
it took a man four years before he'd be- 
gin to look for solutions to any health-re- 
lated issues. 

‘And this is where their partners come 
in, “Women are the communication ex- 
perts in the family, in bed or outside,” 
said Hall. 

She encouraged women to talk with 
their partners, "Talk about how it makes 
you both feel and then go and speak to a. 
doctor" 


Physical causes 

Meryn also cautioned: "Its not just a 
question of whether want to have sex or 
not. ED is a symptom of a more serious 
medical condition." 

Diabetes, cardiovascular disorders, 
multiple sclerosis, kidney disease, chron- 
ic alcoholism, chronic lung and liver dis- 
eases, vascular disease, neurological dis- 
ease, spinal cord injury, high cholesterol, 
substance abuse, excessive smoking and 
hypertension are some of the physical 
causes of ED. 

Some prescription drugs such as anti- 
histamines, tranquilizers, blood pressure 
drugs, sleeping aids, antidepressants, 
pain killers and appetite suppressants 
can produce ED as a side effect. 

Ifa man had a heart condition or hy- 
pertension he was twice likely to acquire 
ED, said Dr. Dennis Serrano, urologist at 
the Asian Hospital and Medical Center in 
Alabang. If he is diabetic he more than 
doubles his risk. 

ED is not a natural process of aging, 
but lifestyle choices do contribute t 
occurrence. "Don't smoke. Exercise and 
eat healthy to preserve your sexual func- 
tions," Serrano said. 

‘The nonphysical causes of ED involve 
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UIT IS important to remember that ED can have a negative effect on the self- 
confidence of the woman, too," Jerry Hall says. 


psyéhological problems such as stress, 
anxiety, fatigue and depression, or nega- 
tive feelings expressed by the partner 
such as lack of interest or resentment. 

Physical and psychological causes of- 
ten interact. Worrying over whether one. 
can attain an erection only worsens an 
already established ED, no matter how 
mild the actual condition may be. 

Although it doesn't work for everyone, 
the most popular treatment is oral medi- 
cation. 

Bayer’s Levitra, according to Eardley, 
demonstrated 87 percent effective for 
successful penetration on the first at- 


Conquer your fear of water 


DO YOU HAVE HYDROPHO- 
BIA? 

No we are not talking about the fear of 
water resulting from rabies but rather 
the fear of getting into a body of water 
—shallow or deep—like a pool, a river or 
the sea. 

Despite the Philippines’ consisting of 
7,100 islands, many Filipinos have a fear 
of water that keeps them from learning 
toswim. 

It is not simply because they do not 
want to get sunburned or to ruin а com- 
plicated "do" kept in place by a whole 
can of spray net. 

‘They are simply terrified that any at- 
tempt to swim will have them sinking to 
the bottom like a rock. 

Now, the Bert Lozada Swim School 
(BLSS) offers a program that they are 
certain will make scaredy-cats take to the 
water like fish, so they can learn to 
swim, 

The Confidence Booster Program 
(СВР) is an adult program specifically 
designed to help people lessen and even- 
tually overcome their fear of water, Once 
this fear is conquered, learning how to 
swim will be easier. 

The program will also improve stami- 
na as well as help people lose weight. 

"The program consists of 12 one-hour 
sessions. 

BLSS noted that many people went 
through life feeling embarrassed about 
their inability to swim. Though they 
‘would enroll their children in swimming 
lessons and give them the encourage- 
ment they needed, they themselves 
would not even try to learn to float, 

Many developed their phobia from 
swimming classes in the '60s and "70s 
when they were introduced to the activi- 
ty by being pushed into the deep end of a 
pool. The sink-or-swim technique made 
many people reluctant to take the plunge 
again, 


‘Through CBR BLSS is confident even 
people who had a “traumatic” experi- 
ence, will be able to conquer their fear 
and be comfortable in the water. 

What can BLSS teach that others have 
not covered before? How will it succeed 
where others failed? 

BLSS said it was because “we teach 
control: once you have it, you are no 
longer worried about your safety. You 
then have the presence of mind to learn 
mechanics." 

Once the learner had control of the sit- 
uation, learning the skills of swimming 
would become natural and easy, accord- 
ing to BLSS. People's No. 1 goal, it said, 
was to feel at ease in the water, to be in 
control both in shallow and deep water, 
not just be able to do the strokes grace- 
fully. 

"What [people] learn from 
our classes are ease and con- 


Classes combine dry land sessions 
with in-pool exercises to gradually 
strengthen a students confidence. BLSS 
said classes were fun and easy and the 
water in the pool used for the lessons was 
warm. 

Atthe end of the 12 sessions, students 
are expected to: 

1. Be confident in water, shallow and 
deep. 

2. Say goodbye to panicky feelings asa 
result of the increased feeling of safety 
anywhere in the pool and, later, in the 
ocean. 

‘The lessons will also make them safer 
in the water whether they are alone or 
with family and friends. 

BLSS is the only swim school in the 
Philippines that teaches adults who have 


tempt and subsequently successful 83° 
percent of ће time during a clinical": 
study led by Valiquette et al. Ina separate 
clinical trial led by Stief et al., results 
show that the minimum dosage of 10 mg - 
produces an erection as quickly аз 10: 
minutes following sexual stimulation, 
with most men achieving erection at 15 
minutes. 

"I think sex is а very pleasurable thing. - 
Men and women should have active sex - 
lives for as long as they can," Hall said. 


E-mail the author at ajambora@ 
inquirercom.ph 


The Bert Lozada 
Swim School offers 
the Confidence 
Booster Program 
to turn 
scaredy-cats 

into swimmers 


trol... Once you learn them, the 
skills just come," BLSS 
stressed; 

СВР tries to eliminate the 
reasons for fear of water—fear 
of the unknown, fear of suffo- 
cation, fear of drowning, 

"When you are taught at 
your level and your questions 
are answered, you have fun 
and will feel saíe at all times. 
Once you are at ease in the 
pool, shallow and deep, you 
may then want to learn to en- 
joy the other bodies of water 
like the lake, beach and ocean,” 
BLSS added. 

In a CBP class, the instructor |f jj 
starts each session with an 
hour or so of group therapy, 
Students are assigned reading 
and exercises from а work- 
book. They sit in a circle and 
talk about thelr fears, scary cx- 
periences, excuses they give to 
avoid the water, 
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ANNE Lautchang, Malyn Sarino, Arnel Mariano, Rebecca Liveta and Bong Acosta 


A French-Dutch ‘home’ opens 


THE AIR FRANCE-KLM HAS A 


WITHOUT 
BATTING \.« 
„AN EYELASH . 


Maurice 


E new eye-catching home on the 
Y 39th floor of the luxurious RCBC 

Plaza, Ayala corner Gil Puyat Av- 
enues, in the heart of Makati’s 
Business District. It has 26 em- 
ployees from four different de- 


partments. 
The new regional office for 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


South China Sea, 
Malaysia and Brunei, has Ihab 
Sorial 


including 


as general manager, 


 palanggas. Jorrit van Opstall is 
the new financial controller for 
the region. 

Apres a brief introduction to 
the main man by the airline's bril- 
liant secret weapon, marketing 
manager Bingo Braganza, we 


got down to the business of the 
afternoon. 
Eloquent Ihab Sorial explained 


that “as a sign of how the man- 


THE CELEBRATOR, DJ Montano, 
and designer Hindy Tantoco 


agement believes in the potential 
ofthe Philippine market, we have 
invested in daily, nonstop fights 


to cater to the constantly increas- 
ing number of passengers flying 
to Europe. KLM is the only carrier 
in the country that flies nonstop 
from the Philippines to Europe. 
[Its newest] state-of-the-art air- 
сай, Boeing 777, flies the 
Manille-Amsterdam route. And 
КМ regular daily flights are al- 
ways full.” 

The airlines GM added, “Our 


HOT lovers: Jackie Inoferio and 
Jacques Dupasquier 


valued customers did show great 
confidence and support by flying 


Air France-KLM, thus positioning 
КІМ as the No. 1 carrier in terms 
of market share from Manila to 
Europe." 

Next came Bingo Braganza, 
who explained, "Ву coincidence, 
today, in this thank-you merienda 
for the press, we are also cele- 
brating one year of being togeth- 
er, Air France/KLM Manila." He 
continued, "Why is KLM No. 1?” 
then offered the following rea- 


sons: 


BRYANBOY with Marco Antonio — 1. 
and Jenni Epperson 


Nobody else flies non- 
stop—the fastest way—to Eu- 
rope; 


2. Best network in the market, 
with Air France; 

3. Customers get to use lap- 
tops, make calis during the flight 
and on the ground; 

4. It's the first time in the in- 
dustry that two airlines are shar- 
ing one program—the Flying 
Blue Card that links to our local 
tourist attractions and offers end- 


RUSTAN'S Mariko Jacinto and 
close pal, PLDT's David Nugent 


less possibilities as a Frequent 
Flyer scheme. 

“Together, these leading air- 
lines, KLM and Air France, are de- 
veloping the best staff to deliver 


the best service! 


This is KLM/Air France's com- 
mitment to all of us, the traveling 
public. 

‘Then it was time to parry. We 
joined the whole KLM staff and 
munched on the super yummy 
variety of afternoon snacks, with 
wine to wash them down, excel- 
ently catered by the one and only 


LEX LEDESMA and brilliant Shu 
Uemura gal Tina Tinio 


year. 


8871202. 
Hey, 


JACKIE Antonio 


GIPPY Tantoco and architect 
Chut Cuerva 


Via Mare, naturellement. 

Check out, palanggas, the 
tons of cool promos Air France 
and KLM have lined up for the 


For more info, do call Air 
France/KLM reservation office at 


its 
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AIR FRANCE-KLM hotshots Joey Laurente, Jorrit van Opstall, dashing Ihab 


Sorial, and Bingo Braganza 


SOUTHERN beauty 
Dindin Monserrare 


JACKIE Ramos, Michelle Casas, Roland Rubio, Myda Mercado, Dianne dela Cruz, Michael Go and Emily Tagalog 


INTERIOR decorator 
Miguel Rosales 


dahlings... have bag, will travel! 


Man in black 


Writer, gourmand and gentle- 
man for all seasons DJ Montano 
added yet another fab year to his 
young age, blowing a single can- 
dle from his yummy cake, palang- 


gas. 


As last years theme for his 
bash was white, this year ће opt- 
ей for black, throwing а black- 
themed dinner party. He asked 
his pals to come in, what else? 
Mafia black, dahlings! 
the 
beat LOpera at The Fort Strip, DJ 
and mois favorite Italian resto, 
was the setting for the get-togeth- 
ег with his closest pals. The gals 
breezed in in outfits inspired by 
“The Godfather” movies, and the 
gentlemen looked like mafiosos. 
Needless to say, we had to kiss 


Naturellement, 


summer time, 


— p 
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TRISH de Ocampo, Ula Escudero 
and Maritel Campillo 


PR eene pq VETTE 


Mu eM codi 
mem 


the “Godfathers” 
pinkie as we entered, 

Sultry, extremely bright 
‘Abba Napa, the darling ai 


Beef Tenderloin in Porcini 


didn't touch); Grilled 
Lobster in Orange Sauce 


hard-to- 
mies that had most of us 


bubbly, the cool Moet en 


flow endlessly? 


bejeweled 


charmant. proprietor of Opera, 
personally supervised the tres de- 
licious dinner. She had the chef 
prepare a special menu that 
would please any Godfather. 

So the food rolled in—there 
was the to-die-for Duckfilled 
Ravioli in Truffle Sauce; Fillet of 


with grilled vegetables (which 1 
with Steamed Asparagus and 
Spinach; plus tons of other yum- 


"Stop" Natch, what's a bash 
without our all-time fa 


don champagne that seemed to 


JOANNA Tan, Minette Quimson, Joan Doromal, Arlene Almario, Beth Marquez 


Yes, man for all seasons DJ 
Montano is one awesome person, 
beauty dahlings 

nd tres 

Bejeweled 

Shu Uemura, Motorola and 
Smart  Infinity—three luxury 
brands at the forefront of beauty, 
technology and service—have 
come together for another fabu- 
lous stunning collaboration, “Be- 
jeweled.” 

Celebrating the launch of Shu 
Uemura Tokyo and Motorola's 
newest must-have handset, the 
tres chic Motorazr V3i, young and 
talented Carissa Oledan Coscol- 
Iuela created a gorgeous limited- 
edition jewelencrusted false 
lashes and Motorazr V3i phones 
to be unveiled tonight. The first 
project of its kind in the world, 
dahlings, the collection is exclu- 
sive to the Philippines. 


Sauce 
Whole 
served 
saying 


favorite 
Chan- 


Are spirit possessions and exorcisms true? 


FRANCIS М. SANGALANG, A 28-YEAR- 
‘old overseas Filipino engineer in Dubai, 
sent ín a number of questions regarding 
spirit possession and exorcism. 

He said he doubted stories of such 

_ things until he had a personal encounter 
with the phenomenon in 1997. His own 

. girlfriend got possessed! 

When she moved into an apartment 
in Angeles Gity, according to Francis, 
she fell ill and developed a high fever. 
Francis was with her throughout the or- 
deal. She woke up and, for no reason, 
started talking nonsense. She was 
telling Francis, "Your girlfriend is gone 
and what's left is only her body." 

Francis thought she was joking or 
having a hallucination due to her high 

, fever, but when he checked her temper- 
ature it was normal. When she started 
hurting herself and Prancis, he realized 

| something out of the ordinary was hap- 
pening. He tried to stop her but he 

Couldn't, He even slapped her face but 
she only laughed. 

"Then Francis remembered to pray the 
Lord's Prayer, which he learned from his 
Catholic schooling at the University of 


the Assumption in Pampanga was the 
most powerful prayer. After a few min- 
utes, she calmed down and became her 
old self again 

Francis provided the following de- 
tails about his girlfriend before he enu- 
merated his questions 

"She had а bad childhood. She was 
abandoned by her parents when she 
was around 7. Since childhood, she had 
supported herself. She was raised by her 
relatives. 1 know deep in her heart she 
keeps a level of hatred for her parents." 


Questions 

Now here are Francis’ question: 

1. Are exorcism and possession of ele- 
mentals or spirits true? 

2. What are the factors that make a 
person susceptible to such phe- 
nomenon? 

3. Was what happened to her con- 
nected to the new place she moved in- 
to? 

4, When she regained her true self, 
she felt cold and her palms and feet 
were a bit numb. Did these have any 
connection with her ordeal? She didn’t 


INNER AWARE- 
NESS 


Jaime Т. 
Licauco 


remember а single thing about what 
happened, not even the fact that 1 
slapped her face. 

5. Is there any way to prevent such 
kind of experience? 

6. If it happens, is there any way to 
stop or eject the possessing spirit? 


Answers 

Here are my brief answers to your 
questions. 

1. Yes, there is such a thing as spirit 
possession and the process of getting rid 
of a negative spirit is called exorcism. 
Even the Christian Bible contains exam- 
ples of spirit possession and exorcism. 
In fact, there are Christian priests 


trained as exorcists. It is a power or 
function granted by the bishop. During 
the medieval era, there were many sto- 
ries of spirit possessions recorded by the 
Catholic Church, 

2. Many factors make a person sus 
ceptible to possession. One is being in a 
place or house with negative spirits. A 
person who is highly negative also at- 
tracts negative entities. Another factor 
is a weak will. Still another is a weak 
physical constitution. 

Sometimes curiosity about these 
things and playing with the spiritof- 
the-glass can encourage possession. 
Persons who have mediumistic tenden- 
cies or are highly sensitive to psychic 
forces are also prone to possession. 

3. Yes, 1 believe the apartment your 
girlfriend moved into is inhabited by 
negative spirits, either of the dead or el- 
ementals. 

4. She felt cold and numb because her 
mind or consciousness was dislodged 
forcibly by the spirit who took over her 
body temporarily. She was in deep 
trance and therefore her blood circula- 
tion slowed down. She didn’t remember 


anything because "she wasn't there” as 
the possessing spirit told you, 1: took 
over her body. 

5. Yes, it can be prevented by saying 
power words or oracion of protection, 
by sincere prayer and calling the higher 
divine entities, and by placing protec- 
tive religious objects empowered to pro- 
tect against demonic possession, suchas 
the powerful St. Benedict's Medal. One 
should also avoid going to places haunt- 
edor inhabited by spirits, 

6. IF it happens, you have to call a 
knowledgeable and trained espiritista 
or exorcist or someone with the power 
to expel the negative spirit from the 
body of a possessed individual, Do not 
attempt to do the exorcism yourself be- 
cause the possessing entity can transfer 
toyou and harm you, 


For inquiries on books, paranormal ser- 
vices and seminars on Inner Mind Develop- 
ment, ESP and Intuition Development, and. 
“Soulmates, Karma & Reincarnation” con- 
duced by this writes call 8107245, 
8926806 or fax 8159890. E-mail inner- 
awareness, 2005 @уаћоо,сот 
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BY GETTING “smart,” Ara Mina is now able 
to show off anew figure. 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


OCTOR TO THE STARS” 

Vicki Belo introduced re- 

cently a supposedly gentler, 
“smarter” and less bloody alterna- 
tive to existing liposuction proce- 
dures. 

Belo found a willing endorser in Ara Mina. 
She has been itching to do Mina's arms since 
seven years ago. 

But before the sexy star, now 26, finally 
agreed to it late last year, she did some ге 
search on the Internet. She chose Smartlipo 
‘over the traditional form of liposuction. 

Smartlipo does away with the more inva- 
sive and menacing cannula (a tube-like tool 
injected into the flesh and works like a vacu- 
um, suctioning excess blubber) used in the 
traditional procedure. Instead, it uses a form 

ў of laser called Nd/Yag, which, with the help of 
the latest fiber optic technology, zeroes in di- 
rectly on unwanted subcutaneous (beneath 
the skin) fat. 

The melted fat, in turn, is drained from the 
body over a period of three to four months via 
the person's lymphatic system. To hasten the 
process, a patient can opt to undergo a series 
of Lipolite sessions a week or so after the main 
procedure. 


No risk 

“Undergoing Smartlipo entails virtually no 

risks in the hands of an experienced doctor," 

©. Belo says. “A beam of light acts as our guide as 
we work on the patient's superficial layer of 
fat" 

Doctors have yet to find a way to get 
around unsightly incisions. But this time, says 
Belo, they're hardly noticeable compared to 
bigger incisions that result from the old form 
of iposuction. 

As an added bonus, those who underwent 


É 


i 


menacing P 
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DR. VICKI Belo and her star client 


Smartlipo reportedly experienced less bruis- 
ing than those who had the traditional proce- 
dure. 

Only Mesotherapy (aka. Mesolipo), 
which does away with incisions and uses in- 
stead a cocktail of chemicals to melt away 
flab, is less invasive. Unfortunately, says Belo, 
results from Mesolipo are inconsistent since 
they're dependent on certain genetic factors. 

“People react differently depending on how 
thick their respective cell walls are,” she ex- 
plains. "Thats why results from Mesolipo are 
inconsistent.” 

During the three-hour Smartlipo proce- 
dure, Belo, apart from working on her star 
clients upper arms, also zapped fat in her up- 
per back or wings (the culprit behind unsight- 


THIS robot- 
like machine. 
zaps avay fat 
via the latest. 
laser 

and fiberoptic 
technology. 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


The chair 


ly bulges under her bra) and love handles. 
“l consider Ara's lower back, which I carved 
outa little, my work of art," says Belo. 


Shorter downtime 

Mina was sedated throughout the proce- 
dure. She later felt mild to moderate pain 
hours after waking up. In her case, downtime 
was less than a day. She was up and about the 
next evening attending a show-biz function. 

{experienced slight bruising during the 
first week,” she says. “The affected areas were 
abit swollen and firm on the second and third 
weeks. By the end of the fourth week every- 
thing looked okay. 

She didn't have to wait a month to see the 
results. Praises from friends and strangers 
came her way two weeks after undergoing the 
procedure. Colleagues demanded to know 
her secret, while fans were surprised to find 
out she wasp't that hefty in person after all. 

Television is to blame for the “extra bulk. 
Most stars, including Mina, attest that the 
medium can instantly add 10 pounds even to 
the slimmest celebrity. 

With her new figure, the actress can now 
slip into the most skin-tight outfits with confi- 
dence. She can also wear again her old 
clothes, which felt a bit tight only a few 
anonths ago... iS 

“I used to go on and off to the gym before 
the procediiié;" She says. “I haven't'had the 
chance to go back because of my crazy sched- 
ule. But now that my body has fully recov- 
ered, I really intend to exercise regularly” 

Which is just as well, says Belo. Like all 
medical procedures in her arsenal for weight 
management and control, Smartlipo is no 
magic bullet. What it does offer a client is a 
fresh start as well as an incentive to eat right 
and work out to maintain her new body. 


E-mail 
excom.ph. 


the author at avergara@inquir- 


with Giorgio Borruso of Fila USA 


Art finds place 


THE UNION OF ART AND 
sport will be showcased in Fi- 
la's new store that will soon 
open in the Mall of Asia in 


Manila 


Patterned after the flagship 
Madison store, it aims to exem- 
plify what Fila calls "Parte nello 


sport.” 


Fila's store at 340 Madison 
Avenue, a block away from 
New York's Grand Central Sta- 
tion, has become a brand new 
fashion landmark in the Big 


Apple. 
The 


stirring 


flight. 


‘Opened in September last 
year, it is the first of Fila's pri- 
vate retail boutiques in the 


United States. 


kalian heritage meets art 


FILA I Sport Life advertising manager Ana Bitong and vice 
president and managing director Cris Albert with Fila models 
during the Madison store opening 


structure. 
breathe and move on its own, 
the merchandise on display 

isitors to take on a 
fast, sporty lifestyle. The walls 
and ceiling undulate, shoes 
seem to flock like birds in 


the US Tennis Open, Kim Clijsters 


in sport 


and sport in this design master 
piece by award-winning archi- 
tect Giorgio Borruso. He ex- 
plained his use of sophisticated 
silhouettes and unexpected 
shapes, saying the sense of 
movement became the most 
important element in the 
fruition of space. 

Having grown up in Italy 
surrounded by Fila, he drew in- 
spiration from his fondness 
and appreciation for the 
brand. 

Managing director of retail 
Sheryl Bloom said they wanted 
their customers to achieve per- 
sonal fulfillment through the 
pursuit of sport in a deeply per- 
sonal and individual way. 

‘The new Manila branch will 
bring this famous Fila heritage 
tothe country. 

Meanwhile, Fila is offering 
discounts of up to 30 percent on. 
shoes. The promo is available in 
all Fila boutiques and depart- 
ment stores until April 30. 


seems to 


Exercise may ease 


Part 2 


WELL AND 


THIS YOGA-INSPIRED 
exercise strengthens the 
thighs, buttocks, lower 
back and ankles. It 
stretches and strength- 
ens the shoulders. 

Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with feet together 
(big toes touching) and arms 
at your side. Inhale. 

2. Exhale as you bend your 
knees and bring your buttocks 
backward as if you are about to 
sit on a chair while simultane- 
ously raising your arms for- 
ward. 


oftime. 


pulled in. 


of your fes 


Hold 
breaths. 


3. Keep on breathing while 
you hold for the desired length 


Performance tip 
1. Keep your chest lifted and 
your belly button slightly 


2, If your shoulders are very 
flexible, bring your arms up- 
ward in line with your ears. 

3. Distribute your weight 
evenly over the front and back 


et 


4. If you feel unstable with 

your feet together, take your 

legs slightly apart. 
Repetitions: 

three to five 


for 


SURVEY ASKED WOMEN 
to rate their worst 
menopausal symptoms. 


"The results were: anxiety, 26 percent; hot 
flashes, 24 percent; mood swings, 22 percent; 
insomnia, 16 percent; and night sweats, 13 
percent. Other inconvenient symptoms are 
memory loss and urinary incontinence. 

Exercise may or may not help some ofthese 
annoying symptoms. Some studies have 
found beneficial effects of exercise while oth- 
ers have found no change in symptoms. 

Each woman is different. But since exercise 
improves many other aspects of health and 
well-being, working out is always to your ad- 
vantage if you are a woman in midlife. 


Depression, mood swings 

Many studies have shown that exercise can 
work as well as an antidepressant for mild to 
moderate cases of depression and anxiety. 
This may be because exercise increases pro- 
duction of endorphins and phenylethylamine 
(PEA). 

Endorphiris are feel-good chemicals, simi- 
lar to opium. They decrease anxiety, increase 
feelings of euphoria, improve pain tolerance, 
and help control appetite. PEA is a natural 
stimulant related to amphetamines. 

According to Sabrena Newton of tlie Amer- 
ican Council on Exercise, the mood-enhanc- 
ing effect of exercise is "continuous as long as 
the woman is involved in a regular, consistent 
exercise program. If the woman exercises 
most days of the week at the recommended 
intensities, she should have relief even on the 
days she doesn't exercise." 

Unbalanced hormonal levels during 
menopause can affect serotonin, a brain 
chemical that Influences sleep, appetite, 
mood and sex drive. Low levels of serotonin. 
are associated with depression. Exercise, es- 
pecially repetitive rhythmic activities like 
walking and aerobic dance, may help because 


t GooD 


Tina Juan 


itincreases serotonin production. 

Exercise takes your mind off your problems 
and can make you feel like you can face those 
problems with confidence. If you exercise 
with other people, the social aspect can also 
lift mood and decrease anxiety. 


Hot flashes 

Hot flashes (during the day) or night 
sweats (usually during the first half of the 
night) is a sudden rush of heat to the head, 
neck and chest that produces profuse perspi- 
ration. This can sometimes be followed by a 
chilling sensation as the body tries to regain 
normal temperature. 

Only 10 percent of women in countries like 
Japan, Mexico and Pakistan experience hot 
ashes compared to 65 percent of women 
from western countries. A diet high in phytoe- 
strogens or plant sources of estrogen (found in 
‘more than 300 plant foods like soy, apples, and 
bean sprouts) may account for the low inci- 
dence of hot flashes in non-Western countries. 

Increased physical activity levels may also 
play a role. A Swedish study found that post- 
menopausal women (between 52 and 54 
years) who had no hot flashes were exercising 
3.5 hours a week. Those who exercised less 
were more likely to experience the bother- 
some condition. 

Declining estrogen levels lead to a decrease 
in endorphins which, aside from enhancing 
mood, are also associated with temperature 
control. Since exercise increases endorphins, 
this may explain how working out can help 
relieve hot flashes. 


menopause symptoms 


Slow deep breathing may also be benefi- 
cial. A study by research psychologists found 
that slow abdominal breathing or “paced res- 
piration” done twice a day reduced the fre- 
quency of hot flashes by 40 percent. Accord- 
ing to the Mayo Clinic, slow breathing might 
also provide some relief if done when you feel 
a hor flash coming. 


Memory loss 

‘According to the website on Alternative 
Medicine for Menopause, “Regular exercise 
may also have a significant effect on our men- 
tal agility by increasing the amount of oxygen 
supplied to the brain, In a comparison of 
sedentary older women and older women 
who got regular exercise, after four months 
the exercising group processed information 
faster in tests. This effect of exercise is partic- 
ularly marked in older people.” 


Urinary incontinence : 

"Urinary stress incontinence" occurs when 
you sneeze, cough or laugh and urine invol- 
untarily leaks out. I usually happens because 
the muscles of the pelvic floor or the muscles. 
that surround your urinary and genital organs 
have become flabby with age or were previ- 
ously weakened by childbirth. 

Some women stop being physically active 
fearing embarrassment when urine leaks out 
when they exercise. 

A simple exercise called the kegel ean pre- 
vent and treat stress incontinence. A kegel is 
performed by contracting and relaxing the 
pelvic floor muscles, which is similar to what 
You do if you want to stop the flow of urine, 

Initially, try contracting for five seconds 
and releasing for five. Do 10 repetitions, three 
times a day, When you have mastered that, in- 
crease the holding time to 10 seconds. You 
can also practice “quick kegels" —rapidly con- 
tract and release doing 50 repetitions. Do 
your kegels while sitting, standing or lying 
down. 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info 
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ТО UNDERSTAND WHAT ERASES 
your age, you have to know what 
makes you age. 

It is said aging today is not like the 
way it was for our parents. Health con- 
sciousness then was not very high. Our 
mothers and fathers may have under- 
gone this typical transition: 

* an extra 10-15 pounds at 30 

* wrinkles at 35-40 

* dryskin/skin problems at 40 

ө joint pains at 45 

“high cholesterol/hypertension at 
50 

* heart disease/cancer.at 70 

© osteoporosis/arthritis at 60 


Knowing better 

We don't need to go through this. 
And we should not. Because we know 
better. We know that: 

ө a low-fat diet can control weight 


avoiding the sun and using sun- 

screens can delay/prevent wrinkles 

ө fruits containing alpha-hydroxy 
acids can prevent dry, blotchy skin and 
age spots 

* vegetables are loaded with anti- 
oxidants that the immune system de- 
pends on for strength 

exercise and resistance training 
prevent muscle and bone loss over the 
years 

* meditation and relaxation can de- 
layaging 

Tn short, the age makers are the op- 
posite of what we should know by now 
and which our parents did not know. 


Designed to last 
Our body is a near-perfect machine if 
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We learn to take care of it, "The human 
body is designed to last 110 years,” ac- 
cording to Ben Douglas, Ph.D., profes- 
sor of anatomy at University of Missis- 
sippi Medical Center and author of 
“ageless: Living Younger Longer.” 

So, beginning today tell yourself you 
are only as old as you think or as young 
as you believe yourself to be. Stop 
telling yourself the following: 

"Tm getting old,” "Its old age," 1 will 
die soon," “Tm dying,” “Tm losing my 
memory" “I'm losing my mind,” “I will 
die one day, so... (let me do unhealthy 
things)” 


‘So what... if 

‘Our bodies experience crow's feet, 
less emergy/power/drive, less lean 
mass, loss of hormones, stiffness, slug- 
gishness, memory lapses, weak eye- 
sight, impaired hearing, less sensitivity 
in taste buds, graying hair or hair thin- 
ning/loss. Despite how you feel or what 
you seein others, aging can be delayed. 
It does not have to happen too soon, 
too fast. 


Battle plan 

Tf you want to maintain your youth- 
ful look well into the 70s, begin now. 
Develop a plan to fight off the slow en- 
croachment of age. You can: 


our age 


© see your doctor 

«visit a nutritionist, design an eat- 
ing plan that is balanced 

'* work out an exercise program 

ө take adequate vitamin/mineral 
and antioxidant supplementation 

* adopt a social and active lifestyle, 
опе that puts you in touch with people 
and life. 

walk more in the moonlight than 
sunlight 

* avoid smoking and excessive 
drinking. 

* maintain cleanliness. 

* avoid medicine overload, try 
more natural approaches to your 
health 

* stay calm, remove the anger from 
your heart 

* keep learning something new, 
this keeps both brain and mind exer- 
cised 

* lookon the bright side of life 

* count your blessings 


‘Anti-aging beverages 

Betacarotene is best known for its 
immune-enhancing properties. Take it 
in ts natural form. 

Juice two peeled carrots and drink 
up every other day. In between, juice 
buko meat in its water. 

There is a saying: In their youth, 
people abuse their health to run after 
‘wealth. In their old age, they use their 
‘wealth to run after their health. 

It doesn't have to end this way. Begin 
anew beginning today. 

Love and light! 


Health and Beauty with Cory О, April 
8, Ayala Alabang Village. Call 8070501. 


Chinese foot massage now available 


BODY TUNE, THE ORIGINAL SPA-IN- 
алтај, now offers the popular Xiamen 
foot massage at its newest branch at 
SM Valenzuela. 

‘The unique Chinese treatment re- 
putedly helps improve blood circula- 
tion relieving rheumatism, athlete's 
foot, influenza and the like; improve 
the body's metabolism; relieves insom- 
nia and fatigue; strengthens the body's 
different organs, such as the heart, liv 
er and kidney; relieves pain caused by 
diabetes, headaches, gastritis, neuras- 
thenia, high blood pressure, stiff neck, 
leg cramps, back pains and the like; 


and relieves stress. 

‘The Xiamen foot massage comes 
with an herbal foot soak, a massage of 
the feets different reflexology points, 
and a foot serub. 

Body Tune offers a full menu of spa 
services, though it specializes in the 
traditional Thai massage that does not 
use ой. Other massages offered are 
Sparoma aromatherapy volcanic 
stone, Swedish, shiatsu, holistic (a 
combination of Swedish and shiatsu), 
twin, cellulite, Thai foot, hand, chait, 
and chair with scalp. It will soon offer 
Balinese foot massage. 


Also available are facial treatments 
like the aroma facial massage, facial 
scrub with mask and nonsurgical 
facelift, It also offers hand and foot 
care services like spa manicure, spa 
pedicure, foot spa, manicure and pedi- 
cure. 

Body Tune also has branches at SM 
City North Edsa, SM City Bicutan, SM 
City Bacoor, SM City Baguio, SM City 
Dasmarifias, SM City Batangas, SM 
South Mall, SM City Pampanga, SM 
City Marilao, SM City Fairview, SM City 
Cebu, SM Mall of Asia, SM Megamall, 
Market! Marketl, and Batangas City, 


WAR on Worms 
received the Anvil 
‘Award of Excellence 
for Programin 
Support of Advocacy. 
In photo are Joel Р. 
Lacsamana, chair, 
Alst Anvil Awards 
Committee; Ma. 


Quiros, president, 
Public Relations 
Society ofthe 
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Philippines; Jondy 
Syjuco of Janssen 
Pharmaceutica, 
‘Amor Maclang of 
GeiserMaclang, Rezza 
Custodio of Janssen. 
Pharmaceutica, 
Justice Amado D. 
Valdez, chair, Board 
of jurors; Eduardo 
Alcaraz, 41st Anvil 
Awards Committee. 


‘War’ gets 
award of 
excellence 


WAR ОМ WORMS 
received the Anvil 
‘Award of Excellence 
for Program in Sup- 
port of Advocacy. 

Jointly developed 
by Janssen Pharma- 
ceutica, makers of 
Mebendazole Antiox, 
and the National In- 
stitute of Health, the 
award was presented 
during the 41st Anvil 
Awards. 

var on Worms, the 
first National Confer- 
ence on Intestinal 
Helminth Control, 
addressed. the 
"widespread problem 
of parasitic infection 
that has reached epi- 
demic _ proportions. 
Some 7 out of 10 
public preschoolers 
in the country are in- 
fected. 

Health advocates 
from both public and 
private sectors at- 
tending the meeting. 
Senate Committee 
on Health chair Pia 
Cayetano gave the 
keynote address. 
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